November 9, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CATASTROPHE READINESS AND RESPONSE -- COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Talked yesterday with the Office of Personnel Management (OPM) Project Officer who will be attempting to make this project happen -- with funding transferred through the EM HiEd Project from FEMA Headquarters planning element which is working on catastrophe planning -- with projects in Florida and the New Madrid Fault Seismic Area.  The OPM Project Officer is about to advertise this upper division college course development project to a wide range of "on-board" OPM contractors.  After determining who bites, then a meeting would be scheduled here at EMI to meet with "several" likely candidates chosen by OPM.  After the meeting with competitive bidders, we and OPM Project Officer would consult and award contract to successful bidder -- for a two-year course development project.

(2)  DISASTER RESISTANT UNIVERSITIES -- ALL-HAZARDS HI-ED PLANNING AND EM INSTITUTE:

Received today the following announcement concerning a March 5-7, 2007 conference of possible interest to the Emergency Management Higher Education Community:

"Join us in Boston, MA next March for the All-Hazards Planning and Emergency Management Institute to learn and apply tools for developing or revising a successful all-hazards emergency management plan for your campus. Participate in working sessions and engaging activities that will help you identify the resources you need, the crucial stakeholders, and the best tactics available as you develop, test, and refine the emergency plan at your institution. You will leave the institute with a work plan in hand that details what you can do at your campus in order to develop your all-hazards emergency plan. Our approach to developing effective emergency planning will take you through the key components of the planning process; these components may be concurrent and ongoing, and are not sequential. These efforts include:

* Defining clear and realistic goals

* Identifying hazards and performing risk assessment

* Building your response team and emergency operations center

* Planning for communications

* Planning for contingencies

* Planning for recovery and business resumption

* Testing your plan

* Bring your current emergency plan with you - or, if your institution does not have a fully developed plan, bring a set of goals or desired planning outcomes. The institute will provide many opportunities for hands-on work and assessment.

"Learning Outcomes:  Emergency managers, as well as professionals in campus police/security departments, environmental health & safety, and facilities management, will be able to develop more thorough planning for all-hazards emergency management. They will be able to identify and apply the best tactics to develop, test, and refine an emergency management plan. Issues specific to communications and partnering with external agencies will also be addressed.

"A Team Effort:  Because the institute prepares participants to develop or revise an emergency response plan, institutions will benefit from sending multiple stakeholders in the emergency preparedness and emergency management planning processes. These stakeholders will be able to plan and problem-solve together on site. Participants attending alone or in pairs will be grouped by institutional characteristics for team work.  More information on the Agenda, registration, etc... can be found at: https://www.academicimpressions.com/conferences/0307-emergency-planning.php 
(3)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Burdi, Jerome.  "Agencies Work on Lake Flood Evacuation Plans."

Sun-Sentinel (FL), 3 Nov 2006.

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/palmbeach/sfl-pbplake03nov03,0,275145.story?coll=sfla-news-palm 
[Excerpt:  "The Federal Emergency Management Agency announced last month that it would spend almost $4 million to help the region against a catastrophe to the dike {around Lake Okeechobee -- estimates are that between 1,836 and 2,500 died there-abouts after the 1928 "Lake Okeechobee Hurricane and Flood"}. The funding includes a preparedness study that is to start next year. Among the scenarios is a Category 5 hurricane hitting Miami, officials said."  Earlier in the year a study publicized weaknesses in the dike that could lead to failure.  One State official -- “One of the most surprising things we learned is there was not an evacuation plan around Lake Okeechobee".] 

Greaney, T.J.  "Quake Experts: Area On Its Own."  Southeast Missourian, November 3, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.semissourian.com/story/1175887.html
[[Excerpt: "Speakers Thursday at the New Madrid Earthquake Conference in St. Louis had a tough message for most of the 11 million people who call this area home: You're on your own....  The big earthquake that gave the seismic zone its sleeping giant reputation occurred in 1811...most scientists now estimate the quake had a magnitude of between 7.5 and 8.0.... An earthquake of that magnitude would cost $70 billion in property damage and thousands upon thousands of fatalities....  Dr. Buddy Schweig of the U.S. Geological Survey, who has published more than 35 articles on the New Madrid Fault... 'It is a low-probability, high-impact event... But what I like to tell people is that low-probability events happen all the time all around the world'."]

Velasquez-Manoff, Moises.  "How To Keep New York Afloat."  Christian Science Monitor, November 9, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/1109/p13s02-sten.html  {About global warming and growing risk of hurricane striking NYC area.}

(4)  GEORGIA PERIMETER COLLEGE, DECATUR GA -- PROPOSED ASSOCIATE DEGREE IN EMER.MGMT.

Received today from the EM HiEd Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, a copy of the description of the proposed Associate of Science in Emergency Management Degree program at Georgia Perimeter College.  According to the program description, "The Associate of Science in Emergency Management is for the traditional student with a desire to build a career in emergency management and for those professionals seeking to further their career such as fire, law enforcement, emergency medical services, county employees, Red Cross personnel and others in the public and private sector."  The description of this proposed program will soon be uploaded to "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website -- "Programs Being Proposed/Investigated" subsection, near the bottom.  Should be accessible soon. In the meantime, for additional information, the point of contact for this proposed program is Derwin Daniels, Coordinator of the Fire Management Program at GPC -- reachable at:  ddaniels@gpc.edu 
(5)  KATRINA:

Alpert, Bruce.  "Katrina A Factor in GOP Defeats."  New Orleans Times Picayune, 9 Nov 2006.  At: http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/washington/index.ssf?/base/news-1/1163060023313000.xml&coll=1 
[Excerpt:  "The official who directed the Democrats' successful campaign to win back a majority in the House of Representatives says that the Bush administration's botched early response to Hurricane Katrina played a 'very big role' in his party's victory."]

Oregonian.  "The Other Category 5 Storm of this Election."  November 9, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.oregonlive.com/editorials/oregonian/index.ssf?/base/editorial/1163030108307390.xml&coll=7   [Excerpt:  "...another powerful influence was in play, too: the lingering winds of Hurricane Katrina."] 

(6)  MITIGATION:

Kollars, Deb.  "Levees To Get A Wave Of Cash."  Sacramento Bee, November 9, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.sacbee.com/101/story/74130.html
[Excerpt:  "The levee system crisscrossing Sacramento and the Central Valley received the biggest financial boost in its long and rickety history when California voters said yes to a $4.1 billion bond measure to strengthen flood control."

(7)  PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY -- DISASTER MEDICINE AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Talked today with Dr. Jean Will, Director of the new Masters of Science in Disaster Medicine and Management Program at Philadelphia University (School of Science and Health) -- she had just emailed me in response to yesterday's activity report item on the possibility of a collegiate emergency management table in the "Share Fair" at the May 21-25, 2007 Training and Exercise Conference here at EMI.  Called back to discuss her interest in participating in this event and went on to ask about the new program which started the Fall Semester with two courses -- Principles of Disaster Medicine and Management, a course on Weapons of Mass Destruction.  Dr. Will noted that these first two courses started off and are going well -- with 14 students with a wide range of interests and backgrounds -- health and medical (to be expected) but also law enforcement, logistics, anthropology, and fund-raising and program development.  Already have 18-20 new students signed up to take courses next semester.  Not too shabby for a new Masters level program in my opinion.  For additional information, Dr. Will can be reached at: willj@philau.edu 
(8)  PORT SECURITY "PREP NET" LIVE BROADCAST, NOVEMBER 15, 2006:

Received today the following announcement from the Preparedness Net folk, over at the United States Fire Administration (formerly EMI's EENET):

"LIVE RESPONSE" Port Security -- November 15, 2006 -- 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Eastern Time

"The United States is served by more than 360 commercial ports that provide approximately 3,200 cargo and passenger handling facilities, according to the U.S. Coast Guard.  Keeping our ports secure, without slowing down trade, commerce, or passenger service is a challenge.  We will explore the layered defense of port security on this edition of Live Response.

Guest panelists are:

* Bill L. DeWitt - Security Director - SSA Marine

* Edward V. Badolato - President & CEO - Integrated Infrastructure Analytics, Inc. (IIA)

* Duane "Mike" Smith - Captain, U.S. Coast Guard (Retired) - Director, Maritime and Port Security, STS International

SATELLITE INFORMATION:

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM EASTERN TIME

C-BAND

Galaxy 3C

Transponder 3

Downlink Freq.:  3760 MHz

Audio Freq.:  6.2/6.8 MHz

Location 95 Degrees West

Polarity:  Horizontal

Ku-BAND

AMC 6

Transponder 22

Downlink Freq.:  12140 MHz

Audio Freq.:  6.2/6.8 MHz

Location:  72 Degrees West

Polarity:  Horizontal

A TECHNICAL TEST WILL BEGIN AT 1:30 P.M. EASTERN TIME PRIOR TO THE BROADCAST.

For the most current listing of programs and satellite information, check PREPnet's Web Page at: www.usfa.dhs.gov/training/prepnet. 

If there are any questions please go to the website address noted.  If there are still questions, then contact Sue Downin at:

Sue.Downin@dhs.gov 
B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, K-011

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
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