November 8, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Strohm, Chris.  "Appropriators Tighten Defense, Security Spending." National Journal's Technology Daily, 2 Nov 2006. At:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=35403&dcn=e_hsw
[Excerpt:  "...appropriators...during interviews {said} that they are concerned the department {DHS} is not getting the best results when it comes to spending on grants to emergency responders, including for systems to help them communicate across jurisdictions. 

(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT RELATED TERMS AND DEFINITIONS:

Received today a note from the Suburban Emergency Management Project

(SEMP) to the effect that "The SEMP Online Disaster Preparedness Dictionary at http://www.semp.us/dictionary.php has been updated and expanded and now contains more than a 1,000 entries."

(3)  EMI ALL-HANDS MEETING, NOVEMBER 7, 2006:

Participated yesterday in a 1:30-4:00 all-hands meeting called by the relatively new EMI Superintendent, Dr. Cortez Lawrence -- previously of the United States Fire Administration.  EMI staff in one room, and supervisors in another, were asked to address the following questions in small groups at the tables they were sitting:

* What are the 1st 5 things the Superintendent should do?

* What are the challenges for EMI or EMI programs that you see?

* What do we need to do to make our organization best in class?

* How can we benchmark ourselves?

At the end, there was time for just a few example answers from some of the tables -- which time does not permit an attempt to summarize the shotgun-type responses.  Dr. Lawrence asked for the written responses from all groups, and we will attempt to access that documentation and pass it on in some manner.

(4)  PANDEMIC:

CIDRAP.  "Federal Workers Abroad Urged to Store Food, Water."  November 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/content/influenza/panflu/news/nov706quarantine.html 
[Excerpt:  "The recommendation that US citizens overseas stockpile 12 weeks' worth of food and water differs from the current federal recommendation for general pandemic preparedness. The government, on its pandemic planning Web site, recommends that US residents stockpile 2 weeks' worth of food and water."] 

(5)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Suburban Emergency Management Project.  "Government Bureaucracy and Two Newer Cultural Approaches to Provider Service Delivery to the Citizenry During Disasters."  November 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.semp.us/biots/biot_411.php
(6)  TRAINING AND EXERCISE CONFERENCE, EMI, MAY 21-25, 2007:

Met today with a small group of State Emergency Management Training Officers meeting with EMI staff (Vilma Milmoe) for the purpose of working on the design and development of the next annual T&E conference here at EMI, wherein all State Officers of Emergency Management and all FEMA Regional Offices are request to send their Training and Exercise Managers.  Was asked if I would put on an approximately 2-hour breakout session on the FEMA EM HiEd Project and implications and relevance to State emergency management trainers and their programs.  Was also asked about working to populate a "Share Fair" table (perhaps in the gym) wherein representatives of colleges and universities with emergency management programs would be available to discuss their programs with those who stopped by the "EM HiEd" table.  Was told that it was very probable that travel expenses would be reimbursed for those who decided to "populate" this table.  This would be a one-day "Share Fair" taking place during the T&E Conference, operating in a similar fashion to exhibit areas during conferences -- but just during part of one day of the week-long event here.  For additional information on the T&E conference Vilma Milmoe can be reached at:  vilma.milmoe@dhs.gov  To discuss the idea of or participation in a collegiate emergency management presence during the T&E Conference Share Fair, contact me -- email address below.
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