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(1)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Pomfret, John.  "As Houses Rise in the Wild, So Do Fire Concerns."

Washington Post, 30 Oct 2006.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/10/29/AR2006102900764.html 

[Excerpt:  "In the 1990s...of the 13 million homes built in the United States, 9 million, or 69 percent, were constructed in these zones {wildland-urban interface}. California leads the nation with homes in these perilous districts -- with 5.1 million, up 12 percent since 1990

-- and it tops the nation in homes lost to wildfires. While many think the problem is confined to the West, New Jersey, because of the thousands of houses in and around the Pine Barrens, is second in the number of homes lost to wildfire. And 85 percent of New Hampshire homes are in the interface zone. The development boom in forests and chaparral and along riverbeds has led some experts to question whether society can afford to have firefighters risk their lives to protect this lifestyle and whether federal, state and local governments should not limit development. Federal wildfire firefighting costs jumped 73 percent from 1994 to 2005, according to statistics from the National Interagency Fire Center. This year in California there have been 7,757 wildfires, many near populated areas.... there is general agreement that the problem is going to worsen,"]

(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Clarke, Wes.  Emergency Management in County Government: A National Survey.  Prepared For the National Association of Counties by the National Center for the Study of Counties, Carl Vinson Institute of Government, University of Georgia, August 2006, 50 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.naco.org/Template.cfm?Section=Library&Template=/TaggedPage/TaggedPageDisplay.cfm&TPLID=8&ContentID=10134 

[From Press Release:  "In the years since September 11, better than 75 percent of the nation's counties have established an emergency management agency that either reports directly to the top officials in a county or is a separate unit within a public safety division or department, according to a recent study released by NACo and the National Center for the Study of Counties.... The study found that:

* Most emergency management agency heads (77 percent) have duties beyond emergency management.

* The 2005 hurricane season had little effect on the budgets of emergency management agencies in county government. Only 39 percent of counties anticipate a budget increase, and of those that do, only 12 percent attribute the increase to the experience on the Gulf Coast in 2005....

* Only 38 percent of U.S. counties do not have a mobile operations command unit, and one in four has no alternate command center of any type.

* Eighty percent of U.S. counties use Geographic Information System

(GIS) technology, but only 14 percent have this capacity within the emergency management agency.

* Most collaborative activities have been limited to informal agreements and joint planning activities. Only about half of U.S. counties have formal agreements in place, usually with a state agency or other county governments.... 

* About two-thirds of counties have conducted some type of emergency management training exercise within the last year. Fifteen percent have not done so in more than two years.

* Most county disaster plans do not address special populations. This is especially true for minorities, non-English-speaking persons, homeless and indigent persons."]

(3)  KATRINA, RITA, WILMA:

Department of Homeland Security, Office of Inspector General.  "Office of Disaster Assistance Oversight."  Website for posting of reports.

Accessed at:  http://www.dhs.gov/xoig/katovrsght/editorial_0756.shtm
[Roughly four dozen "oversight" reports parked at this site -- most recent is Review of Hurricane Katrina Activities, City of Houston, TX, FEMA Disaster No. EM-3216-TX, Report No. GC-TX-06-58 (PDF, 6 pages - 268 KB), September 29, 2006.]

(4)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

American Academy of Pediatrics.  Pediatric Terrorism and Disaster

Preparedness: A Resource for Pediatricians.  Rockville, MD:  AAP, for Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, October 27, 2006, 350 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.ahrq.gov/research/pedprep/pedresource.pdf
[Note:  This reference is being posted in the Activity Report as a recommendation for emergency managers and emergency management educators to take a look at, even though written for pediatricians.  As Chapter 1 states, "children are not small adults."  Indeed, for a very large number of disasters, so large as to be able to generalize, Children (particularly babies and young children) are more frequently harmed than their statistical numbers would suggest.  In other words, children (particularly babies and young children) are at higher risk than the average population and should thus be considered as a "special populations" constituent group for planning, response, recovery and other emergency management purposes.]

National Association of Counties.  National Incident Management System

(NIMS) Guide for County Officials.  NACO and IAEM, October 2006, 10 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.iaem.com/publications/disaster/documents/NIMS-Guide.pdf
[From NACo Executive Director Larry Naake's Letter of Transmittal:

"....This Guide will help you, as a county official, understand what NIMS is and the role your county plays to enable a smooth and coordinated method to plan, prepare for, and respond to emergencies of any type and of any scale."]

National Emergency Management Association.  "NEMA-CDC Incident Command System for Executives Training Package.  http://www.nemaweb.org/?1100
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