November 2, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  ACTIVITY REPORTS:

Have received more notes than usual recently about recipients being dropped from the distribution list.  I have asked that the FEMA HQ List Serve Manager and the EM HiEd Project Assistant get together to come up with language that will be displayed when one signs up for the Activity Report and/or which is displayed at the bottom of each activity report noting some of the more typical reasons people get "bumped" from the distribution list -- such as if their email box is full and bounces back or is "perceived" as SPAM by recipient computer or system and bounces back.  If this happens several times consecutively then the FEMA computer drops the recipient email address (we are seeking to get the number of consecutive "bounce-backs" increased by the way).  In that the Activity Report tends to be distributed daily, Monday through Friday (rarely am I away from the desk for more than a day or two), then if a recipient ceases to receive activity reports, then it is quite possible that their email address has been dropped from the distribution list.  To check to determine if your email address has been dropped email Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.

(2)  AGRO-TERRORISM/BIO-TERRORISM:

Walker, Alison.  "TIGER System Biting Into Germ Detection at Fort Detrick."  Frederick News-Post, October 31, 2006.  At:  http://www.fredericknewspost.com/sections/news/display.htm?storyid=53569
(3)  AUBURN UNIVERSITY:

Received today from Maria Folmar, Center for Governmental Services, Auburn University (AL), the following announcement:

"The Center for Governmental Services...at Auburn...is pleased to introduce a new distance education certification program:  Emergency Management for Government and the Public Sector.  

The courses are designed to meet the specific needs of governmental managers and leaders, elected officials, individuals employed by governmental entities, and other individuals employed in the public sector; all interested individuals are welcome to register for courses.

The second course, Resource Management, begins during the week of November 13, and is being taught by Mr. Hank Christen. The primary objective of this course is to develop a basic understanding of the planning, preparation and implementation of a resource management system to support the logistics needs of a disaster, attack, or major community emergency.  The simplified definition of a disaster is when a community, jurisdiction, or region exhausts its immediate resources creating a resource-scarce environment.  In the 21st century we have experienced an escalation of threats (natural, technological, and manmade) that challenges our communities and social systems.  The structure of this course is based on the National Incident Management System (NIMS) as prescribed by Homeland Security Presidential Directive 5 (HSPD-5).  It is critical that rural, suburban, urban, and regional entities plan and prepare to allocate, manage, and track resources in coordination and collaboration with state and federal agencies.  Those issues and plans for development will be addressed during this course.

Each of the five courses required for completion of the certification program are offered exclusively on-line; each last for four weeks.... Additional information about the Emergency Management certificate program and about registration can be found by visiting the CGS website at www.auburn.edu/outreach/cgs, or by calling the Center at (334) 844-4899."

(4)  BARTON COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, JUNCTION CITY KANSAS -- SYLLABI FOR SYLLABI COMPILATION:

Have received from Bill Nash, Director of Environmental and Military Programs at Barton Country Community College a number of syllabi of courses supporting their Emergency Management Certificate and Associate of Applied Science Programs:

* Advanced Incident Command System

* Basic Skills in Emergency Program Management

* Basic Incident Command System

* Community Emergency Response Team

* Developing and Managing Volunteer Resources

* Disaster Site Worker

* Emergency Planning

* Exercise Design, Management and Evaluation

* Hazardous Materials Awareness and Operations

* Introduction to Emergency Management

* Introduction to Terrorism

* Mitigation for Emergency Managers

* Weapons of Mass Destruction Awareness and Operations

Forwarded these course syllabi to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the "Syllabi Compilation" on the EM HiEd Project website -- http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/syllabi.asp -- where they should be accessible shortly.  We solicit other contributions.

(5)  COMMUNITY DISASTER RESILIENCE -- NRC DISASTERS ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY REPORT:

Mason, Byron.  "Community Disaster Resilience - A Summary of the March 20, 2006 Workshop of the Disasters Roundtable."  Washington DC:  National Research Council of the National Academies.  October, 2006, 16 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.nap.edu/catalog/11769.html
(6)  DISASTER OPERATIONS LOGISTICS:

Received today a Press Release from the Fritz Institute announcing that the Fritz Institute has  launched a "Certification in Humanitarian Logistics (CHL) Program -- "in an effort to build a global community of professional logisticians able to meet the increasing demands of effective disaster response."  From the November 2, 2006 Press Release:

"'Well-trained logistics managers are absolutely critical to support a rapid and effective frontline response. Our goal with this program is to build a community of competent, professional humanitarian logisticians,' said Mitsuko Mizushima, Chief Logistics Officer of Fritz Institute. 'These professionals face unique and intense catastrophic emergencies in which the timely delivery of goods and services is literally a matter of life and death. Never before has a comprehensive professional program existed to support and train humanitarian logisticians to meet this need.'  Developed in partnership with the Chartered Institute of Logistics and Transport in the UK (CILT-UK), with partial funding from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), CHL uses a distance learning model with carefully designed materials, a real-life case study environment and interactive coaches. Designed for working professionals in the field, students need only access to a computer and periodic emails to complete the program."  To access information concerning this program go to:  

http://www.fritzinstitute.org/prgSC-CERT_program.htm#background 

(7)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007 -- TOPIC SUGGESTIONS:

Received from Dr. Allen Smith, Associate of Criminal Justice, School of Criminal Justice and Social Sciences, Tiffin University, Tiffin Ohio, the following suggestion fort the next EM HiEd Conference:

"I would recommend breakout sessions concerning the Incident Command System and its application to emergency management, fire, health services and law enforcement.   With the requirement that law enforcement, fire, EMS, and health services become NIMS compliant during 07, having breakouts that discuss methods to teach these subjects in college level courses would be valuable in the area of curriculum development.  The topic cuts across several disciplines by its very nature.  I am presently teaching a course in Managing Emergency Organizations.  I have introduced the NRP and NIMS to my students (mostly seniors).  They are quite interested in the topic and are responding to the material quite well.  I would like to learn how others may be approaching this issue."

I responded that we have anticipated continuing with these topic areas during this year's conference.  Also contemplating pre-conference half-to-full day workshops in addition to breakout sessions.  We are looking for feedback from potential conference attendees related to these topics.

(8)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Came across a reference to a new book that relates to the Department of Homeland Security and the optic of Homeland Security:

Stanton, Thomas H. (Ed.).  Meeting the Challenge of 9/11: Blueprints for More Effective Government.  M.E. Sharpe Publishers.  Info at:  

http://www.mesharpe.com/mall/resultsa.asp?Title=Meeting+the+Challenge+of+9%2F11%3A+Blueprints+for+More+Effective+Government
(9)  MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY -- HOMELAND SECURITY PROGRAM NOTE:

The Project Assistant received yesterday a note on the state of the Homeland Security collegiate program at Michigan State University from Dr. Phil Schertzing, Global Community Security Institute at Michigan State.  Dr. Schertzing writes:

"The certificate is indeed, in full swing. Originally, we merged all the undergrads and grads together, but required the grad students to submit research papers. Now, we run the undergrad and grad students as separate sections of the same course, with different online discussion forums and case study requirements. Enrollment has remained high. When we kicked off in fall semester 2004, we would have been satisfied with 10.  Normal enrollment for other online courses here at MSU is about 15, and most professors cap it at 20 for span of control purposes.  We tried to avoid the caps for getting this program off the ground, so we use teaching assistants to spread the burden of responding to students and scoring discussion forums. My...course, Foundations of Homeland Security, has averaged between 45-75 students per semester. I believe our other two courses have had similar enrollments. We have noticed a shift in who is enrolling.  Every semester, about ¼ of our students are career practitioners in the field-TSA officials, police officers, public health nurses, military officers, etc., who want the degree to enhance their promotional potential or to move into a different area of homeland security.  However, a growing number of our students are traditional, on-campus undergrads taking it just from interest in the topic. To get our program off the ground, we linked all three courses with a generic course number-such as undergrad CJ 491, Special Topics in Criminal Justice or graduate level CJ809 Issues in Criminal Justice-rather than go through our academic governance council process to seek unique course numbers.  We wanted to wait and see if the demand remained high for the courses.  We now sense that it's worth going through the bureaucratic process to obtain a distinct course number for each of our courses that will show up on transcripts. Thus, next year, the courses will have slightly different titles to reflect a focus on grad students for the online versions, while we will accommodate on-campus undergrads with instructor-led versions in traditional classrooms."  For additional information, Dr. Schertzing can be reached at:  schertzi@msu.edu 
(10)  NATIONAL RESPONSE PLAN AND NIMS REVIEW AND REVISION PROCESS STAKEHOLDER MEETING:

Saw today in the weekly newsletter distributed by King County, WA, Emergency Management Director, Eric Holdeman, reference to the following documents of interest:  

Department of Homeland Security.  "National Response Plan and National Incident Management System Review and Revision Process Stakeholders Meeting Wednesday, October 25, 2006 - National Response Plan (NRP) Key Revision Issues - Background."  5 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/docs/Eric_Corner/06-01-11_NRP_revisions.pdf
As Eric notes in his Newsletter, this is "a summary of the 14-key NRP Revision issues that were identified during the local-tribal-state-private sector Stakeholder's Meeting held in Washington D.C. on October 25th."  He also posts a DHS slide presentation of 14 pages at:

http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/docs/Eric_Corner/06-01-11_NRP_revisions.pps -- and:

Department of Homeland Security.  "National Response Plan and National Incident Management System Review and Revision Process Stakeholders Meeting Wednesday, October 25, 2006 - NIMS Upgrade Summary." 3 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/docs/Eric_Corner/06-01-11_NIMS_Upgrade.pdf
Department of Homeland Security.  "NIMS Implementation Matrix for States and Territories (October 1, 2006 - September 30, 2007)." 12 pages.  At:  http://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nims/imp_mtrx_states.pdf
(11)  PANDEMIC:

Center For Infectious Disease Research & Policy.  "U.S. State Government Pandemic Flu Resources."  Minneapolis MN:  CIDRAP, University of Minnesota, October 31, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cidrap/files/68/usplans.pdf
[Note:  Every state (or so it looks) has a section on this website.
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