November 16, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY, PREPAREDNESS DIRECTORATE AND FEMA:

Marek, Angie C.  "Trouble for DHS Brass After FEMA Changes."  U.S. News & World Report, November 14, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.usnews.com/usnews/news/articles/061114/14fema.htm
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Block, Robert.  "A Disaster in the Making?"  Wall Street Journal Online, November 15, 2006.  Accessed at: http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2006/11/15/a-disaster-in-the-making/
[Excerpt:  "More homeland security duties are being loaded on state disaster offices with insufficient funds to cover the costs, a new report concludes. The National Emergency Management Association, which represents state disaster offices, says in its 2006 Biennial Report from that the federal emergency management performance grant program, which it calls "the only federal funding available to state and local governments for all-hazards planning, training and exercises as well as some personnel costs," is short by $287 million."]

[BWB Note: It is not just the States with emergency management funding shortfalls -- was told today the FEMA's Emergency Management Institute does not have the funds {about $60.00} to buy a copy of the above noted NEMA 2006 Biennial Report -- at least not yet.]

(3)  FUNDAMENTALS OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- EM HI ED PROJECT COLLEGE TEXTBOOK:

Received today, from lead developer of "The Fundamentals of Emergency Management" upper division/graduate college textbook (under contract with the FEMA EM HiEd Project), Dr. Michael K. Lindell, Professor, Landscape Architecture & Urban Planning and Senior Scholar, Hazard Reduction & Recovery Center, Texas A&M University, a CD ROM containing a revised textbook, based upon feedback from students in one of his courses this semester -- most of the modifications are by way of clarifying several passages open to interpretation and cleaning up some missed typos.  After finishing a review of the new document will forward to the EMI Webmaster to upload this approximately 600-page document to replace the previous copy -- found on the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses, Textbooks, Materials section -- College Books subsection -- where this free, no-strings-attached, material will be accessible shortly.  See:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/collegecrsbooks.asp
(4)  GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY -- EM&HS MPA CONCENTRATION -- LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD ADJUNCTS:

Communicated with Dr. Paul L. Posner, Director of the Masters of Public Administration Program at George Mason University in Northern Virginia, and lead developer of a future Concentration in Emergency Preparedness and Homeland Security.  Dr. Posner communicated to me that he is looking for people interested in serving as adjunct faculty to teach courses within the following proposed curriculum:

§
PUAD 630 Emergency Planning and Preparedness 

§
PUAD 631 Disaster Response Operations and Recovery 

§
PUAD 632 Hazard Mitigation Policy

§
PUAD 633 Homeland Security: Terrorism, Threat and Vulnerability Analysis

§
PUAD 634 Management of International Security

§
PUAD 635 Emergency Management: Interagency Communication and Coordination

§
PUAD 727 Seminar in Risk Assessment and Decision Making

§
PUAD 731 Homeland Security: Transportation Security Administration

§
PUAD 738 Issues in International Security

§
PUAD 794 Internship

§
PUAD 796 Directed Readings and Research

§
COMM 637 Risk Communication

§
HSCI 540/NURS 540 Introduction to Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Recovery for Health Care Professionals

§
PUBP 742 Transportation Safety and Security

§
PUBP 754 Geographic Information Systems and Spatial Analysis for Public Policy

§
PUBP 758 Global Threats and Medical Policies

To investigate opportunities, Dr. Posner can be reached at:  pposner@gmu.edu 

(5)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Agence France-Presse.  "Weather Disasters Could Cost $1tn Per Year: Study."  Gulf Times (Qatar), November 15, 2006.  At: http://www.gulf-times.com/site/topics/article.asp?cu_no=2&item_no=117624&version=1&template_id=39&parent_id=21
[Excerpt:  "NAIROBI: Driven by climate change, weather disasters could cost as much as $1tn in a single year by 2040, financial experts warned yesterday at the UN's conference on global warming here."]

Gettleman, Jeffrey.  "Annan of UN Blames 'Lack of Leadership' For Global Warming."  New York Times, November 15, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/11/15/news/climate.php
[Excerpt:  "The delegation from the United States denied that it was part of the 'frightening lack of leadership' that Annan spoke about. Paula Dobriansky, the under secretary of state for democracy and global affairs, said, 'We think the United States has been leading in its ground- breaking initiatives'."]

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  "Adaptation and Vulnerability to Climate Change:  The Role of the Finance Sector."  UNEP Finance Initiative, November 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.unepfi.org/events/2006/nairobi/index.html
[Excerpt:  ""Adaptation and Vulnerability to Climate Change: The Role of the Finance Sector" is the latest report from the UNEP Finance Initiative's Climate Change Working Group, and is being launched at the UNFCCC COP 12 in Nairobi. The UNEP FI report calls for a new approach on part of governments and the private sector to address the physical changes that climate change will bring, integrating adaptation with sustainable economic development and disaster management.... Both the UNEP FI and Stern reports state that in order to avoid significant costs in the future early action on mitigation and adaptation is required.... Adaptation is...good disaster management - small changes in design can save multiples later and pre-funding can speed recovery; Disaster relief is not the best way to manage risk as it is slow to arrive, hard to budget for, and vulnerability persists."]

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  Our Planet, Vol. 17, No. 2:  Climate Change and Economic Development, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.unep.org/Publications/Our_Planet.asp
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  Our Planet, Vol. 16, No. 3:  Energy, Finance and Climate Change, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.unep.org/Publications/Our_Planet.asp
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).  "Public Private Partnerships Unlock Climate Cover for the Vulnerable -- Escalating Cost of Natural Disasters Could Hit "One Trillion Dollar Year" Mark.  UNEP Press Release, November 14, 2006.  At: 

http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=485&ArticleID=5422&l=en
[Excerpt:  "Experts-- members of the United Nations Environment Programme's Finance Initiative (UNEP FI) -- are warning that losses from extreme weather events linked to climate change are doubling every 12 years."]

(6)  KATRINA:

Tumiel, Cindy.  "Crisis From Katrina Detailed By S.A. Cancer Center Boss."  San Antonio Express-News, November 15, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.mysanantonio.com/news/metro/stories/MYSA111606.06A.Katrina.lessons.27b80cf.html
[Excerpt:  "'I saw some competent professionals reduced to utter incoherence and uselessness as the crisis unfolded. I saw others perform heroic deeds that surprised me. Clearly, a better personnel selection process was needed.'"]

Young, Alison.  "Katrina Brought 'Chaos' to CDC:  {Secret} Report Criticizes Managers' Response."  Atlanta Journal-Constitution, November 16, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.ajc.com/news/content/news/stories/2006/11/15/1116meshcdckatrina.html
(7)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Coastal Services, Vol. 9, Issue 6, November/December 2006.  (Bi-monthly trade journal for coastal resource managers, produced by Coastal Services Center, National Ocean Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.  For information go to:  http://www.csc.noaa.gov or call 843-740-1332.)

Disasters: Preparedness and Mitigation in the Americas, Issue 105, October 2006.  (Newsletter of the Pan American Health Association, Regional Office of the World Health Organization.  For information, go to:  http://www.paho.org/disasters/)

IAEM Bulletin, Vol. 23, No. 11, November 2006. (International Association of Emergency Managers, 111 Park Place, Falls Church, VA 22046-4513, (703) 538-1795, (703) 241-5603 (fax), e-mail: nccem@aol.com) 

"Introduction to Modern Emergency Management: A Taxonomy and Description of Emergencies," by John R. Brinkerhoff, 28 pages, November 2006.

The Insider, November 2006. Association of State Floodplain Managers, 4233 West Beltline Highway, Madison, WI 53711, (608) 274-0123, (608) 274-0696 (fax), e-mail: asfpm@execpc.com 

(8)  MITIGATION:

Wells, Kristiana.  "Flood Aid Money Misappropriated."  Times Herald-Record (NY), 16 Nov 2006.  At:  http://www.recordonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061116/NEWS/611160319/-1/NEWS
[Excerpt:  "Blooming Grove - The money was intended to help flood victims of Tropical Storm Floyd. Instead, the $250,000 might have been spent to build a football field, a state audit has found."]

(9)  PANDEMIC:

Department of Health and Human Services.  Pandemic Planning Update III - A Report From Secretary Michael O. Leavitt.  Washington, DC:  HHS, November 13, 2006, 13 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.pandemicflu.gov/
[Notes on page 2 that 59% of the 256 people in 10 nations infected by H5N1 avian flu virus died.]

(10)  TERRORISM -- DIRTY BOMBS:

Riggs, Robert.  "Dirty Bombs: A Nation Unprepared."  CBSllTV (Dallas), November 15, 2006.  Accessed at: http://cbs11tv.com/topstories/local_story_319231155.html
[Excerpt:  "...a nuclear specialist with the FBI, says it's easy for terrorists to get their hands on the key ingredients."  "Easy?" And the number of dirty bomb attacks in the U.S. and against U.S. forces in Afghanistan and Iraq is?]

(11)  WAR ON TERROR:

Hamre, John.  "A Better Way to Fight Terrorism."  Washington Post, November 16, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/11/15/AR2006111501336.html
[Note:  John Hamre is a former deputy secretary of defense and is the president of the Center for Strategic and International Studies.]
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* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
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.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”
* NOTE:  Users can be dropped from the Hi Ed Activity Report list for a few reasons.  Make sure your mail box will accept our email.  Sometimes inboxes are too full to accept an attachment.  If the email “bounces” too many times you will be dropped from the email listing.   Make sure the activity reports are not rejected as SPAM.  This will also cause the email to bounce and again you may be dropped from the listing.  You can have your Help Desk check your computer settings to ensure DHS emails are acceptable to your system. Hi Ed Activity Reports are distributed daily Monday through Friday; if for any reason delivery of the Hi Ed Activity Reports stops let us know immediately via email at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Missed Activity Reports can be accessed on the Hi Ed website at http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/activityRA.asp. 
