November 14, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS:

Murphy, Dan.  "No Clash of Civilizations, Says Report."  Christian Science Monitor, November 14, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/1114/p07s01-wogi.html?s=hns
[Excerpt:  "A UN-sponsored group called the Alliance of Civilizations, created last year to find ways to bridge the growing divide between Muslim and Western societies, released a first report Monday that says the conflict over Israel and the Palestinian territories is the central driver in global tensions."] 

United Nations, Alliance of Civilizations.  Report of the High-Level Group.  November 13, 2006, 39 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.unaoc.org/repository/report.htm
[Excerpt:  "To advance the Alliance of Civilizations, the UN Secretary-General established a High-level Group of eminent personalities and tasked this Group with generating a report containing an analysis of the rise in cross-cultural polarization and extremism and a set of practical recommendations to counter this phenomenon.  The High-level Group met five times from November 2005 to November 2006, at the conclusion of which it produced a report which takes a multi-polar approach within which it prioritizes relations between Muslim and Western societies. 

The report is structured in two parts: Part I presents an analysis of the global context and of the state of relations between Muslim and Western societies.  It concludes with a set of policy recommendations, indicating the High-level Group's belief that certain political steps are pre-requisites to any substantial and lasting improvement in relations between Muslim and Western societies.  Part II of the report reflects the High-level Group's view that tensions across cultures have spread beyond the political level into the hearts and minds of populations.  To counter this trend, the Group analyzes and presents recommendations in each of four thematic areas: Education, Youth, Migration, and Media.  The Report concludes with the High-level Group's suggestions for the implementation of its recommendations."]

(2)  DISASTERS -- A GROWTH BUSINESS:

Lieberman, Bruce.  "Wildfires Become 'Part of Our New Reality'."

Union-Tribune (San Diego), November 14, 2006. At:

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/20061114-9999-1m14fires.html
[Excerpt:  "Fire crews, land managers, ecologists and others need a better understanding of how global warming is making wildfires more frequent, bigger and more destructive, thousands of researchers meeting in San Diego agreed yesterday."]

(3)  GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY -- PROPOSING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY PROGRAM:

Talked today with Dr. Paul Posner, Director of the Masters of Public Administration Program at George Mason University in Northern VA.  As noted previously he is investigating the development of a Concentration in Emergency Management (or perhaps Preparedness) and Homeland Security within the GMU MPA Program.  As a result of a meeting last week with local stakeholders, he is now also considering the development of a stand-alone, five-course, graduate certificate in Emergency Preparedness and Homeland Security.  He noted that this investigation started as a result of recommendations from public safety and protective services members in the Northern Virginia area -- mostly fire and law enforcement personnel interested in obtaining a Masters Degree for advancement purposes. Dr. Posner has also now communicated with local government executives who have expressed interest and support for such a program -- particularly if Federal Government personnel participated in cohort groups.  According to Dr. Posner, a number of such executives believed that while they were fairly good at communicating and coordinating with each other, there is a real "disconnect" between local and federal governments.  

Later in the day Dr. Posner provided a description of the proposed new MPA Concentration and Stand-Alone Certificate -- excerpts below:

"Concentration Name: 
Emergency Management and Homeland Security

Description:  Addresses policy, planning, security, organizational, and management issues in the field of emergency preparedness and homeland security.  This concentration is structured to enhance the capabilities of diverse federal, state, local, and volunteer agencies, and the public and private sectors to minimize the impact of disasters on the American public with an emphasis on how the various elements work together in emergencies to save lives and protect property. The concentration will address public management issues across the four major phases of emergency management - planning, response, recovery and mitigation.

Concentration Courses:

PUAD 630 Emergency Planning and Preparedness 
PUAD 631 Disaster Response Operations and Recovery 
PUAD 632 Hazard Mitigation Policy 
PUAD 633 Homeland Security: Terrorism, Threat and Vulnerability Analysis 
PUAD 634 Management of International Security 
PUAD 635 Emergency Management: Interagency Communication and Coordination PUAD 727 Seminar in Risk Assessment and Decision Making 
PUAD 731 Homeland Security: Transportation Security Administration 
PUAD 738 Issues in International Security 
PUAD 794 Internship 
PUAD 796 Directed Readings and Research 
COMM 637 Risk Communication 
HSCI 540/NURS 540 Introduction to Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Recovery for Health Care Professionals

PUBP 742 Transportation Safety and Security 
PUBP 754 Geographic Information Systems and Spatial Analysis for Public Policy PUBP 758 Global Threats and Medical Policies

Certificate Requirements:

PUAD 630 Emergency Planning and Preparedness 
PUAD 631 Disaster Response Operations and Recovery 
PUAD 632 Homeland Security: Terrorism, Threat and Vulnerability Analysis Two emergency management and homeland security electives." 

For additional information, Dr. Posner can be reached at: pposner@gmu.edu 
(4)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Continuity Insights, Vol. 4, No. 5, September/October 2006.  (Bi-monthly publication of Communication Technologies, Inc., 301 S. Main Street, Suite 1 West, Doylestown, PA 18901; phone 215-230-9556;

http://continuityinsights.com.)

Disaster Recovery Journal (The Journal Dedicated to Business Continuity), Vol. 19, No. 4, Fall 2006.  (Quarterly, Systems Support, Inc., Circulation Dept. P.O. Box 510110, St. Louis, MO 63151, (314) 894-0276, (314) 894-7474(fax), URL: http://www.drj.com, e-mail: drj@drj.com)  Note: Of possible interest is "Figure 6, Disaster Scenarios Planned Form" p. 28 in article on the "2005 BCM/DR Survey Results From Gartner, DRJ."

Environmental Practice, Vol. 8, No. 3, September 2006.  (Quarterly Journal of the National Association of Environmental Professionals, Cambridge University Press, in cooperation with Graduate Program in Environmental Studies, Evergreen State College, Olympia WA, http://naep.org).  [Note:  In terms of land use planning and disaster reduction, the "Commentary" article on "'Post-Growthism': From Smart Growth to Sustainable Development," by Professor Daniel M. Warner of Western Washington University, may be of interest.]

Homeland Defense Journal, Vol. 4, Issue 9, September 2006.  (Monthly published by Homeland Defense Journal, Arlington, VA, http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com.)

Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences, Vol. 6, No. 5, 2006. (European Geosciences Union, Katlenburg-Lindau, Germany; http://www.natural-hazards-and-earth-system-scienes.net.)

Public Risk, Vol. 21, No. 9, October 2006.  (Public Risk Management Association, Monthly, Alexandria VA, http://www.primacentral.org).

[Includes article by Mark Ferraro, entitled "No Magic Bullet:  Why Selling Risk Management Doesn't Work," pp. 16-18, that relates to principle of "Customer Service" -- specifically one's employing organization.

Terrorism and Political Violence, Vol. 18, No. 4, Winter 2006.

(Quarterly, Routledge (Taylor & Francis Group, LLC), 325 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 - 215-625-8900, http://www.taylorandfrancis.com.)

(5)  TERRORISM:

Polis.  "Terrorism and the Global Society (A Guide to the balanced bookshelf for librarians and booksellers).  ForeWord Magazine.  2006. Accessed at: http://counterterrorismblog.org/site-resources/images/Polis%20Terrorism%20Books%20%28Nov%2006%29.pdf 
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