May 9-10, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BLACKFEET COMMUNITY COLLEGE, BROWNING MT:

May 10, 2006 -- Barbara Johnson talked with Nan Griffith, FEMA Region X, concerning getting invitations to attend the June 6-8, 2006 Emergency Management & Homeland Security Higher Education Conference to faculty and administrators at Blackfeet Community College, in that the school has recently made a decision to investigate the development of an emergency management program there and expressed an interest in attending the conference in order to further their investigation.

Applications were forwarded.

(2)  CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, SAN LUIS OBISPO:

May 10, 2006 -- Talked with Dan Turner, Executive Director, Urban Forestry Ecosystem Institute, about Cal Poly's exploration of an Emergency Management Degree Program -- probably at the Bachelor's level and probably with a continuing education/professional development/management orientation.  Discussed the possibility of a colleague from Cal Poly (Dr. Dennis Parks, Dean, Continuing Education, College of Education) attending the June 6-8, 2006 Emergency Management & Homeland Security Higher Education Conference (which we encouraged).

Talked about several aspects of the EM HiEd Project website.  For additional information, Dan Turner can be reached at:

dturner@co.slo.ca.us. 
(3)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Merzer, Martin.  "Katrina-Size Hurricane Would Devastate South Florida, Scientists Say," Lexington Herald-Leader (KY), May 8, 2006.  Accessed

at:  http://www.kentucky.com/mld/kentucky/news/nation/14518317.htm
(4)  FEMA:  

Blumenthal, Les.  "Reichert Works To Expand FEMA Scope, Resources."  The News Tribune (Tacoma, WA), May 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/government/story/5723474p-124118c.html  
Government Accountability Office.  Federal Emergency Management Agency:

Factors for Future Success and Issues to Consider for Organizational Placement (Statement of William O. Jenkins, Jr., Director, Homeland Security and Justice Issues).  Washington, DC:  GAO-06-746T, 22 pages, May 9, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.hlswatch.com/
Marino, Jonathan.  "House Panel Signals Opposition To Dismantling FEMA." Government Executive - Daily Brief, May 9, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34048&dcn=e_gvet
Shields, Gerard.  "House Debates Ways To Strengthen FEMA."  The Advocate (Baton Rouge) May 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/2775136.html
[Excerpt:  "Rep. Don Young, R-Ala., said more natural disasters occur than terrorist attacks. Young, who chairs the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee that oversees FEMA, said the agency needs to be rescued after being allowed to fall into disrepair."]

Washington Post (Editorial).  "By Any Other Name - Whatever FEMA Is Ultimately Called, It's Still An Agency In Need Of Profound Reform."

May 10, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/09/AR2006050901753.html?referrer=email&referer=email  
Waterman, Shaun.  "House Republicans Push Independence For FEMA."

United Press International, May 9, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/20060508-103325-8244r.htm
[Excerpt:  "Senior House Republicans today will announce a proposal to move the Federal Emergency Management Agency out of the Department of Homeland Security, restoring it to the independent, Cabinet-level status it had before it was merged into the new department.... the proposal sets the stage for a three-way battle with the Senate -- where lawmakers are pushing a rival plan to break up the agency and reformulate its functions within the huge department -- and with the administration and its supporters on the House Committee on Homeland Security, who oppose moving FEMA."] 

(5)  INTRODUCTION TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TEXTBOOK:

May 9, 2006 -- Met with Dr. Michael Lindell, Hazard Reduction and Recovery Center, Texas A&M University, in a day-long meeting to go over and resolve review comments on the "Introduction to Emergency Management electronic Textbook" project he and his team (Dr. Carla Prater, Texas A&M, and Dr. Ronald Perry, Arizona State University) have been working on for the last two years and several months.  We were also joined by two of the more than a dozen reviewers of this course, Shawn Fenn of Disaster Risk, and Dr. Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel, Emergency Management Program Co-Director, North Dakota State University.  Amongst decisions made during the review comments meeting was to change the name of the textbook to "Foundations of Emergency Management" -- primarily to reflect the view that much of the textbook's material is more than introductory.  A Preface, or Note to the Reader will be written which will note that the textbook is, amongst other audiences, targeted at the advanced upper division undergraduate level and graduate level.  A Cover Page, Table of Contents, List of Acronyms, and References Section will be developed.  Chapter 12 on Evaluation and Chapter 14 on Professional Accountability will be modified and combined.  Chapter 15 on Future Directions will then become Chapter 14 and the Legal Issues chapter, developed independently of the main textbook development project, by William Nicholson will become Chapter 15.  The current period of performance for this project ends on July 31st, so it is anticipated that a final draft, reflecting decisions made at the review comments meeting, will be completed and delivered by then.

(6) NORTH DAKOTA STATE UNIVERSITY -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Met with Dr. Arthur Oyola-Yemaiel to discuss the status of the Emergency Management Program (undergraduate and graduate) at NDSU -- which he co-directs with Dr. Jennifer Wilson.  He reports that the program is gong very well, and that the number of emergency management majors has tripled in the last three years of this program, ahead of projections -- which creates its own set of difficulties in terms of the need for additional faculty, demands for more and more courses from students, time for student advising, and you get the picture.  Both Dr.

Oyola-Yemaiel and Dr. Wilson and a couple-three NDSU emergency management students will be attending the June 6-8, 2006 Emergency Management & Homeland Security Higher Education Conference.

(6)  PREPAREDNESS:

Associated Press.  "Staffing, Communication Problems Could Spell Disaster In Storm."  May 8, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.thestate.com/mld/thestate/news/local/14524690.htm
[About disaster-related nursing home evacuation issues in South Carolina {but pertinent elsewhere as well}.]

Gleason, Brian.  "Conference Goal Is A Culture of Preparedness."  Sun & Weekly Herald (FL), May 9, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.sun-erald.com/NewsArchive2/050906/np4.htm?date=050906&story=np4.htm     
Miles, Donna.  "`Ardent Sentry' Testing U.S., Canadian Crisis Response." Defense LINK News, May 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/May2006/20060510_5085.html
(7)  WAR ON TERRORISM:

Wall Street Journal (Editorial).  "Bye, Bye, 'Jihad'."  May 9, 2006.

Accessed at: http://online.wsj.com/article/SB114713290050747257.html?mod=opinion_main_review_and_outlooks 
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