May 30, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  AUBURN UNIVERSITY, AUBURN, AL -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM:

Talked with Don-Terry Veal, Director, Center for Governmental Services, Auburn University, about Auburn's interest in investigating the development of an emergency preparedness or emergency management program -- I noted the importance of including coverage of mitigation and recovery topics, which some "Emergency Preparedness" programs do not adequately cover -- thus the case for calling the program "Emergency Management."  Current thinking is to focus on the development of a professional development, lower division, CEU credit, certificate program.  I recommended, even at this late date, trying to make arrangements to attend next week's Emergency Management and Homeland Security/Defense Higher Education Conference -- which will be investigated.  Also discussed several aspects of the EM HiEd Project website, which might be of assistance in an investigation of the development of an emergency management type program.  For additional information, Director Veal can be reached at:  334-844-4781.

(2)  EMER.MGMT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Continued to make agenda changes -- and received request from Admin Support to forward a final version of the agenda to them by COB today -- told them we would send our latest draft but that it will probably not be really final.  Amongst changes today was a move of former Virginia Governor Gilmore's Wednesday early evening presentation on "The ReadyAmerica Homeland Initiative" to Thursday during lunch in the cafeteria -- at the request of his staff -- and still depending, though, on Governor Gilmore getting back into the DC area from a trip to California the evening of the 7th.  Also received a phone call from Admiral Allen's Office confirming that he has said that he intends to be on-hand Tuesday morning for his scheduled plenary presentation on "Leadership in Disasters."  Lost, apparently, one of the FEMA Federal Coordinating Officers, to present during the FEMA FCO Panel on FCO Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response, but working on a replacement -- keep fingers crossed.  Received a number of conference PowerPoint slide presentations and papers to be delivered at the conference.  Thank you very much for all of you who have provided these in time to have included in conference notebooks.

(3)  FEMA:

Received today a Statement by Secretary Chertoff on the Confirmation of David Paulison as the Under Secretary for Federal Emergency Management:

"I commend the Senate for quickly confirming R. David Paulison as Under Secretary for Federal Emergency Management.  Dave's considerable experience and profound dedication will be invaluable as we continue to equip FEMA with tools the agency deserves in the 21st century.  Chief Paulison is fully committed to strengthening FEMA's response and recovery capabilities and building an integrated emergency management

structure.    

Dave is a distinguished, highly-respected emergency manager with decades of experience at various levels of government.  He began his career as a community firefighter and has more than 30 years of fire and rescue experience.  He served as chief of the Miami-Dade Fire and Rescue Department and led their efforts during Hurricane Andrew.  Chief Paulison was appointed U.S. Fire Administrator in 2001 and guided the Fire Administration through its integration into the department in 2003.

Last September, Chief Paulison took charge of FEMA and has led with tremendous skill and vision during the most challenging time in the agency's history.  Dave's commitment to the employees at FEMA is unmatched.  He successfully coordinated the federal response to Hurricanes Rita and Wilma, strengthened cooperation with the Department of Defense, improved the communication capabilities for emergency response teams, and managed more than two dozen disaster declarations.

I congratulate Chief Paulison on his confirmation, and I am confident the American public will be well-served during his tenure." [End of statement.]

Editorial Note:  Of note in the 1st paragraph is the reference to "strengthening FEMA's response and recovery capabilities..."  Note that nothing is said of disaster mitigation (or prevention or reduction) -- which, some years back, was identified as the very backbone or the heart of emergency management -- with pride of place amongst preparedness, response and recovery, as the most important of the four phases of the disaster life cycle.  The only way to reduce future economic disaster losses, which are steadily rising and projected to rise steeply in the future, is to pursue well thought out hazard mitigation, prevention and reduction measures -- particularly effective when married to strong and compatible preparedness measures.  Does not hurt to mention that when hazards do not become disasters, or are reduced or minimized when they transpire, lives can be spared as well.

In a May 26 memorandum to FEMA employees, Mr. Paulison noted that "While my official confirmed position title is Under Secretary for Federal Emergency Management, upon my swearing-in I plan to publicly use the tile Director of FEMA because it is widely recognized in the emergency management community."

(4)  IAEM [INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EMERGENCY MANAGERS] BULLETIN, JUNE 2006:

Received email from the IAEM today noting that the June 2006 issue of the IAEM Bulletin, which is longer than the forthcoming printed edition, can now be accessed free of charge at:  http://www.iaem.com -- just scroll down the homepage -- on right side of screen.

(5)  KATRINA EFFECT:

Whorinskey, Peter.  "After Katrina, New fear Along Coast - Once-Confident Residents Now Wary in Face of Hurricane Season." Washington, Post, May 30, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/29/AR2006052901011_pf.html 
(6)  LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY -- MASTER OF SCIENCE IN HOMELAND SECURITY MANAGEMENT DEGREE:

Received email from Dr. Vincent Henry, Director of the Homeland Security Management Institute at Long Island University -- excerpts pasted in below:

"... on May 25 the New York State Education Department approved and registered our 36-credit Master of Science in Homeland Security Management degree, which is offered entirely in an online format.  We now have the first (and only) registered and accredited Masters degree in Homeland Security in New York State.  The Long Island University Homeland Security Management Institute will begin offering the online Masters degree in September 2006.  

The Institute began offering its online 15-credit graduate-level Advanced Certificate in Homeland Security Management in September 2005, and the new Masters is structured so that the 15 credits comprising the Advanced Certificate are the core curriculum for the 36-credit online Masters.  This structure and curriculum content reflects the consensus statement on graduate education in Homeland Security that was developed by HSDEC [NORTHCOM Homeland Security/Defense Education Consortium]  last year...and was promulgated in January following consortium members' review, and it also permits qualified students to proceed directly from the Advanced Certificate program to the Masters degree program without losing any credits.  We currently have an enrollment of about 40 students in the Advanced Certificate program, and virtually all are expected to continue on to the Masters program.

...the LIU Homeland Security Management Institute is quite unique in that our faculty of Senior Fellows are all highly experienced practitioners who possess doctoral degrees in addition to other outstanding academic credentials; for example, the Senior Fellows include four Fulbright Scholars.  Our curriculum is academically rigorous and professionally relevant.  

We are also fortunate to have an outstanding and active Board of Advisors that includes the top names in Homeland Security, including LAPD Chief and former NYPD Commissioner William J. Bratton; former NYPD Deputy Chief Dan Mullin JD, currently Senior Director for Security and Facility Management for Major League Baseball; New Jersey State Police Superintendent Col. Joseph R. Fuentes, PhD;  former NYPD Deputy Chief of Intelligence and current Chief of the Aurora C.O. Police Department Daniel Oates JD; Congressman Peter T. King JD, chair of the House Homeland Security Committee; and Congressman Steve Israel, member of the House Armed Services Committee....."

For additional information please go to the following website:

http://www.southampton.liu.edu/homeland, or email Dr. Henry at: vincent.henry@liu.edu   
(7)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Fuller, Graham E.  The Future of Political Islam.  New York:  Palgrave, 2004, 227 pages.

Journal of Counter Terrorism and Homeland Security International. Washington, DC, International Association for Counterterrorism and Security Professionals.  http://www.iacsp.com -- Received was Vol. 12, No. 2, Summer 2006.

(8)  NATIONAL RESPONSE PLAN:

The National Response Plan has been updated -- now dated May 25, 2006.

Accessible at: http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/editorial/editorial_0566.xml -- In particular check out two new items on this page -- the Notice of Change to the National Response Plan, and the Quick Reference Guide to the National Response Plan.  Enjoy.

(9)  PREPAREDNESS:

Miles, Donna.  "New DLA Initiatives to Improve DoD's Hurricane, Disaster Response."  American Forces Information Service - News Articles, May 30, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/May2006/20060530_5291.html
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