May 3, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Kallestad, Brent.  "Engineers Say Fla. Dike Poses Storm Danger." Associated Press, May 2, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.montereyherald.com/mld/montereyherald/news/breaking_news/14484835.htm   [About levees on Lake Okeechobee -- in 1928 when the lake's levees failed as a hurricane came inland, more than 2,000 people died.]

King, Robert P.  "Governor Urges Evacuation Plan for the Glades."  Palm Beach Post, May 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/politics/content/local_news/epaper/2006/05/03/m1a_DIE_0503.html 
[Article references report wherein "the experts said the dike has a 50-50 chance of failing in the next four years, and called it 4,000 times more likely than a typical U.S. dam fail from leaks and related woes.  In at least one storm, they reported, the dike came within 'hours' of failing from wave erosion."  A graph accompanying the article notes that 60,000 local residents are at risk. The "Report of Expert Review Panel Technical Evaluation of Herbert Hoover Dike, Lake Okeechobee, Florida," prepared for the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD), can be accessed from the Palm Beach Post article page.  The report can also be accessed via the South Florida Water Management District homepage -- http://www.sfwmd.gov/site/index.php?  A SFWMD Fact Sheet on this site notes that "The Herbert Hoover Kike as constructed today does not meet current dam safety criteria." Also states that "The current repairs and repair timeline are not adequate to address the seepage problems or to ensure stability of the dike."  Also accessible from the PBP article page is an April 28, 2006 letter from Governor Jeb Bush to John Paul Woodley, Jr., Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army, Civil Works, requesting "daily inspections of the dike to ensure potential problems are identified early."]

(2)  EMER.MGMT. & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Received communication from Ben Curran, FEMA's liaison with voluntary organizations active in disaster, indicating that the newest member of the "Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response -- Voluntary Organizations" Breakout Session scheduled from 1:00-2:50 on June 7th, is Peter Losi with the American Red Cross.  He joins Craig Nemitz from America's Second Harvest and Jerry Collins from Catholic Charities, USA.

Ben also provided a descriptive statement for this breakout session which will be incorporated into the draft agenda -- the newest version of which goes up onto the EM HiEd Project once a week.

NETC Admissions Office informs us that they have processed 183 applications.

(3)  FEMA:  

Curl, Aimee.  "Rift Emerges On Whether Agency to Replace FEMA Should Be Independent."  Federal Times, May 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://federaltimes.com/index.php?S=1746459
Hollis, Mark. "FEMA Will Alter Reimbursement Program."  South Florida Sun-Sentinel, May 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.macon.com/mld/macon/news/nation/14483889.htm  [The South Florida Sun-Sentinel /KRT (5/3, Hollis) reports Paulison said Tuesday that FEMA will "revamp a program that reimburses residents, regardless of income, for generators, chain saws and other items." He said "people who are very well off receiving generators" is "not really what the program is intended for. Rich people should be buying their own generators." He "said the federal government intends to continue the program for the 2006 hurricane season," but that it will be scaled back, so "it's primarily available to the very low income or people with needs for medical equipment."]

Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.

Hurricane Katrina:  A Nation Still Unprepared.  Washington, DC:  U.S.

Senate, 740 pages, May 2006.  Accessed at: http://hsgac.senate.gov/_files/Katrina/FullReport.pdf
(4)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

An Activity Report reader, reacting to a note in the May 2 Activity Report concerning adding the value of human life to hazards mitigation cost/benefit considerations, recommended the following article: 

Segal, Sim.  "An Actuarial Vision for Homeland Security and 'Societal Risk Management'."  Society of Actuaries, 3 pages, February 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.soa.org/ccm/content/about-soa-member-directory/the-actuary-newsletter/february-2006/an-actuarial-vision-for-homeland-security-and-societal-risk-management.en?g11n  
(5)  LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY -- HOMELAND SECURITY MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE AND PROGRAM:

Vellotti, Paul.  "In Disaster Prep, One Class Fits All."  Long Island Business News, April 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.libn.com/article.htm?articleID=34961
(6)  PANDEMIC:

White House, Homeland Security Council.  National Strategy for Pandemic

Influenza:  Implementation Plan.  Washington, DC:  White House, May 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/homeland/nspi_implementation.pdf
[A press release is at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/05/20060503-5.html ]

(7)  PERIODICALS:

Received "Coastal Services" (NOAA), Vol. 9, Issue 3, May/June 2006.

Amongst offerings:

"Coastal Managers Feel Impact of Katrina," pp. 2-4.

"Storm-Weary Staff Members' Emotional Health a Manager Priority," p. 5.

"The Impact on Coastal Management Jobs," pp. 6-9.

"Lessons Learned:  Preparing For The Next Big One," pp. 10-13.

Amongst the Lessons Learned article:

"Work with cities and counties to educate them about Smart Growth -- or as some are now calling it, Safe Growth -- principles, implement international building codes, and develop community hazard mitigation and disaster recovery plans.

"Educate people and communities about the hazard risks they face.

"Develop relationships with emergency managers.

"Collect FEMA-required monitoring data.

"Utilize technology in the permitting process.

"Create and protect wetlands and other natural barriers.

"Develop and practice a hurricane preparedness plan.

"Develop a disaster recovery plan.

"Plan for emergency permitting and other post-disaster activities."

Back issues of "Coastal Services" can be accessed at:

http://csc.noaa.gov/magazine
Received "Homeland Security Professional," April 2006.  Amongst

contents:

Scot Baltic (Editorial).  "Lessons Learned -- Or Lost?" p. 6

Elizabeth Davis.  "Are We Prepared for the Cost of Preparedness," pp. 8-9

Douglas Page.  "Virtual Training Gets Real," pp. 16-19 (Both recent disasters and better technology are helping to drive more interest and faster progress in simulations for disaster.)

Futron Corp.  "Going Into Orbit," pp. 20-22 (The basics of satellite communications as a tool for emergency management and disaster

recovery.)

Lisa Gibney, CEM.  "Special People, Special Needs," pp. 24-29  (In a typical jurisdiction, up to 20% of the population could need extra help during a disaster.  The second part of this two-part article covers registration of special-needs individuals, notification and warning issues, mass care, and community planning.)

Bill Mitzel.  "Business Continuity in Quake Country," pp. 30-35 (This insurance company's award winning preparedness program is earthquake-focused, but it's also geared for many other hazards.)

Lisa McGann.  "Will TOPOFF's Lessons Be Learned?" p. 42.

For "Homeland Security Professional" information go to: http://hppmag.com
(8)  PREPAREDNESS:

Matthews, Mark K.  "Guard Under Equipped For Hurricanes."  Kansas City InfoZine, May 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.infozine.com/news/stories/op/storiesView/sid/14725
(9)  WAR ON TERROR:

Annan, Kofi.  Report of the Secretary-General - Uniting Against

Terrorism:  Recommendations for a Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy.

New York: United Nations, General Assembly, 32 pages, April 27, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.un.org/unitingagainstterrorism/ [Click on "Report" on the left.]

Dobbins, James.  "America Needs To Pick Its Fights Carefully." International Herald Tribune, May 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/05/02/opinion/eddobbins.php
Gall. Carlotta.  "Taliban Threat Is Said to Grow in Afghan South."  New York Times, May 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/03/world/asia/03afghan.html?_r=1&hp&ex=11
46628800&en=0692a5a972d58a3a&ei=5094&partner=homepage&oref=slogin

UN News Service.  "Annan Outlines Landmark Counter-Terrorism Strategy to General Assembly."  May 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=18318&Cr=terror&Cr1=#
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