May 25, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMER.MGMT. & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Continued to make agenda modifications -- mostly relating to NORTHCOM speakers.  Will forward newest agenda to webmaster for upload to EM HiEd Project website tomorrow.

(2)  KATRINA:

Goldberg, Jonah.  "News Media More Incompetent Than Bush After Katrina."

News Press (SW Florida), May 25, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060525/NEWS01/605250343/1075 
(3)  MATERIALS RECEIVED -- NEWSLETTERS, PERIODICALS:

"Disaster Prevention and Management-An International Journal," Vol. 15, No. 1, 2006 (Indian Ocean Tsunami Special Edition). MCB University Press North America 875 Massachusetts Ave., Suite 82, Cambridge, MA 02139. 

(888) 622-0075, (617) 354-6875 (fax), 
URL: http://www.mcb.co.uk, e-mail: help@mcb-usa.com.  

"Emergency Preparedness News," Vol. 30, No. 10, May 16, 2006.

(Biweekly). Business Publishers, Inc. 8737 Colesville Rd., Suite 1100, Silver Spring, MD 20910-3928, (301) 589-5103, (800) 274-6737, (301)589-8493 (fax), 
URL:http://www.bpinews.com.

"Government Technology's Emergency Management" (Strategy & Leadership in Critical Times).  Premiere Issue, Spring 2006.  For a free subscription go to:

http://www.govtech.net/magazine/subscriptions/em_subscribe.php?action=new 
"Homeland Security Funding Week" (Helping Government and Business Track the Federal Funding Flow), No. 06-19, May 16, 2006.  CD Publications, 8204 Fenton Street, Silver Spring, MD 20910; 301-588-6380; http://cdpublications.com
(4)  PANDEMIC:

Sipress, Alan.  "Bird Flu in Indonesian Family May Raise Global Alert Level."  Washington Post, May 25, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/24/AR2006052401271.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
(5)  PREPAREDNESS:

AARP.  We Can Do Better:  Lessons Learned for Protecting Older Persons In Disasters.  Washington, DC:  AARP, May 2006, 88 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.aarp.org/research/assistance/lowincome/better.html
Associated Press.  "White House Staff Holds Hurricane Exercise."  May 24, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/24/AR2006052402489.html 
Biloxi Sun Herald.  "Latham's Testimony Before Congress," May 25, 2006.

Accessed at:  http://www.sunherald.com/mld/thesunherald/14661777.htm
[Note:  Took 6 pages, single-spaced, to run off entire article -- of testimony of retiring Mississippi State Emergency Management Director -- about such topics as Katrina in Mississippi, improvements in Mississippi emergency management, issues for Federal improvement, role of military and DoD in disaster, National Response Plan, EMAC.  An excerpt:  "The most important and critical component for strengthening our national preparedness and response to disasters is federal funding. While multi-billion dollar investments have been made in securing our homeland and preparing for acts of terrorism, funding for natural hazard preparedness as suffered.... Instead of making unbalanced investments towards terrorism preparedness, we must maintain an all-hazards approach and shore up the foundation of our response system for all disasters regardless of cause."]

Christopher, Gail C.  "An Inclusive Approach to Emergency Preparedness."

Focus Magazine (Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies), Vol.

34, No. 1, January-February, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.jointcenter.org/publications1/focus/FocusDetail.php?recordID=545 
[Note:  This article argues that "African Americans and members of other communities of color, who suffer disproportionately high levels of poverty and the attendant health and socioeconomic disparities, have the most to lose if preparations do not include them."  Concludes with recommendation that "...the Department of Homeland Security should lead an intergovernmental initiative to ensure that inclusive and culturally competent strategies are understood and utilized in order to prevent the creation of a new health disparity among communities of color;  greater risk of suffering and death in the event of disaster."

Two observations:  One, every college and university that has a broad emergency management program ought to have a course like the "Social Vulnerability Approach to Disaster" course on the EM HiEd project website as part of its curriculum -- accessed from within the "Free College Courses" tab on the EM HiEd Project website -- or go directly to: http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/completeCourses.asp -- scroll down to the course title and click. In addition, sections of and points of view from this course ought to be incorporated into the broad range of courses within an emergency management curriculum.

Two, while it is a challenge within the emergency management community to preach inclusiveness, cooperation and coordination, networking, outreach and seeking out disadvantaged and highly vulnerable communities for special attention, this is even more of a hurdle in the homeland security community and culture which focuses on weapons of mass destruction and terrorists, national security, secrecy, suspicion of others, command and control mentality (from law enforcement and military cultures).  Makes the case for the course noted above to be incorporated into homeland security programs as well -- though doing so will be quite a culture shock.]

Plaisance, Stacey.  "Hurricane Drill Finds Communications Flaws."

Associated Press, 24 May 2006. Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/24/AR2006052400486.html -- Surprise, surprise.

(6)  WAR ON TERRORISM:

Wallace-Wells, Benjamin.  "Annals of Terrorism - Private Jihad."  The New Yorker, May, 29, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.newyorker.com/fact/content/articles/060529fa_fact [Thanks to FeedBlitz.com for this lead.]
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