May 24, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BUTTERWORTH-HEINEMANN HOMELAND SECURITY SERIES:

Talked with Mark Listewnik, Senior Acquisitions Editor, Academic Press, at Butterworth-Heinemann, a division of Elsevier, about a series of "Homeland Security" textbooks and professional reference books they intend on publishing for audiences in such areas as:

Emergency Management

Business Continuity

First Responders

Intelligence

Terrorism

Homeland Security

Critical Infrastructure Protection

Talked about the growth of EM and HS collegiate programs, and disasters as a growth business.  

The Homeland Security Editors are George Haddow and Jane Bullock, Institute for Crisis, Disaster and Risk Management, George Washington University -- ghaddow@gwu.edu -- janebullock@earthlink.net 
Mr Listewnik inquired about attended the June 6-8, 2006 EM & HS/D HiEd Conference and we agreed to accept an application and to provide a table, with 2-3 other college textbook publishing company representatives, in the main meeting hall (auditorium).  For additional information, Mark Listewnik can be reached at m.listewnik@elsevier.com or phone 781-313-4754.

(2)  DISASTERS AND THE LAW:

Thanks to the Feedblitz website, saw a reference this morning to a new web resource entitled "Disasters and the Law:  Katrina and Beyond."  From the homepage one can click on such topics as:

Federalism

Environmental Impacts

Discrimination

Legal Assistance

Emergency Response

Research Papers

Compensation & Risk Sharing

Prevention and Mitigation

Statues and Regulations

Background

[The "Background" tab, alone, has several pages of linkable book, report and articles resource references.] Can be accessed at:

http://128.32.29.133/disasters.php
(3)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Physorg Online (Science, Technology, Physics, Space News).  "U.S. Ports Vulnerable to Devastating Earthquake Damage."  May 23, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.physorg.com/news67609030.html
(4)  EMER.MGMT. & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Received confirmation from Coast Guard contact today that USCG Commandant, Admiral Allen, has confirmed that he will speak at the conference on Tuesday morning, June 6, on the topic of "Leadership in Disaster."

(5)  FEMA:  

Marino, Jonathan.  "FEMA Says It Will Meet Hiring Goals By Hurricane Season."  Government Executive - Daily Briefing, May 23, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34152&dcn=e_gvet
(6)  INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF EMERGENCY MANAGERS BULLETIN SPECIAL EDITION ANNOUNCEMENT:

Received today a Call for Articles for an IAEM Bulleting Special Focus Issue: "Technology and Research in Emergency Management."  "The deadline for article submissions is June 10, 2006. Please keep your articles under 750 words, and send them to Editor Karen Thompson at thompson@iaem.com. The Bulletin 2006 editorial calendar listing future Special Focus Issue topics is available now at www.iaem.com. Also, we are always interested in articles on any topic of interest to our members."

(7)  KATRINA:  

Dolinar, Lou.  "Katrina:  What The Media Missed."  Yahoo! News (Opinion), May 23, 2006.  Accessed at: http://news.yahoo.com/s/realclearpolitics/20060523/cm_rcp/katrina_what_the_media_missed 
USA Today (Editorial).  "In Katrina Disaster, Human Error Claimed Heavy Toll."  May 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/editorials/2006-05-23-our-view_x.htm  [Article contains a link to a Corps of Engineers article in response to University of California at Berkeley recent report on New Orleans levees and Corps work on levees in general.]

(8)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Lawrence, Bruce.  Messages To The World:  The Statements of Osama Bin Laden.  London & New York:  Verso, 2005, 292 pages.

(9)  NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM:

Swindell, Bill.  "Senator Introduces Bill To Shore Up Flood Insurance Program."  CongressDaily, May 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34138&dcn=e_gvet
(10)  PANDEMIC:

Hall, Mimi.  "Most Cities, States Not Ready For Flu Pandemic."  USA Today, May 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2006-05-23-stockpile_x.htm
(11)  PREPAREDNESS:

Hsu, Spencer S.  "Is U.S. Ready for Hurricane Season:  Chertoff Expresses Confidence, but Katrina's Impact Lingers."  Washington Post, May 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/23/AR2006052301842.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
Hudson, Audrey.  "Military to Aid With Storm Relief,"  May 24, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.washingtontimes.com/functions/print.php?StoryID=20060523-114927-1341r 
Jordan, Lara Jakes.  "White House Says It's Ready For Hurricanes,"

Associated Press, May 23, 2006.  Accessed at: http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/national/1151AP_Hurricanes_Washington.html
O'Donnell, Jayne.  "Generator Deaths Spur Feds."  USA Today, May 24, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.usatoday.com/money/industries/manufacturing/2006-05-23-generator-usat_x.htm 
Plaisance, Stacey.  "La. Holds 2-Day Evacuation Drill."  Associated Press, May 23, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/23/AR2006052300576_pf.html 
[Note:  States that the planned evacuation of a large trailer park of FEMA trailers was cancelled when it could not be readily determined who was in charge of the park -- State Government or FEMA.  Here we go again.  For more information on the aborted exercise see the next article.]

Minton, James.  "Evacuation Drill Derails In Baker."  The Advocate (Baton Rouge), May 24, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/2860686.html
Quigley, Samantha L.  "DoD Officials Planning, Defining Roles for Disaster Response."  American Forces Information Service, May 24, 2006.

Accessed at:  http://www.defenselink.mil/news/May2006/20060524_5214.html
Stubbs, Nathan.  "Standing Guard (Credited with turning the tide in the Hurricane Katrina relief effort, the National Guard is preparing for the worst this hurricane season)."  The Independent Weekly. May 24, 2006.

Accessed at:  http://www.theind.com/news2.asp?CID=-672151065
(12)  ST. CLAIR COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, PORT HURON, MI:

Received email from Steven L. Fosgood, Special Projects Coordinator, Academic Services Office, at St. Clair Country Community College, noting that:  "We are currently in the planning stages on a one-year certificate and a two-year associates degree in emergency planning..." and inquiring about sending representatives to the June 6-8, 2006 EM & HS/D HiEd Conference.  We are looking into accommodating this request.

(13)  QUOTE OF THE DAY:

"When I first came to LSU, everybody wanted to be a petroleum engineer.

That was obviously the future," he said. "Now emergency management is going to grow. As the population grows and we depend more and more on technology and the world's climate changes, the potential for disasters grows and disasters grow in complexity."  

(Ivor Van Heerden, author of "The Storm," quoted in "New Orleans Times-Picayune" article entitled "The Man Who Knew Too Much," May 24, 2006.
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