May 23, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CORPS OF ENGINEERS:

Vartabedian, Ralph.  "Corps' Levee Work Is Faulted - Report says barriers in New Orleans may fail again and mistakes by federal engineers raise questions about their competence nationwide."  Los Angeles Times, May 22, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/la-na-levee22may22,1,3386261.story 
(2)  EMER.MGMT. & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Continued to make agenda modifications -- will probably have to remove the "State Emergency Management Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response" due to no State Emergency Management participant on the panel (have sought participation from Alabama, California, Florida, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Virginia, and NEMA).  If this remains a problem will replace with Leon Shaifer's "Emergency Management Assistance Compact" presentation while retaining that topic on the agenda as a breakout session for those wanting more detail and information.  

Added Dr. Tom Birkland, National Science Foundation, as the moderator for the Dr. Robin Dillon-Merril, Georgetown University, Thursday Breakout Session.

Spending increasing amount of time on emails related to the non-acceptance of applications from people outside of the intended audience -- this is an conference for college faculty and administrators associated with emergency management and with homeland security programs in-place or being investigated/proposed/developed.

(3)  FEMA:

Jordan, Lara Jakes.  "Federal Fixes For Hurricane Season Could Bring New Problems."  Associated Press, May 22, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/APStories/stories/D8HP1T8O2.html
(4)  KATRINA:

Associated Press.  "Hurricane Expert Lashes Out Over Katrina Blunders,"

May 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://theedge.bostonherald.com/bookNews/view.bg?articleid=140366
[About Ivor Van Heerden's book "The Storm," which I am reading and would recommend, based on first several chapters.]

New York Times (Editorial).  "Tumbling Down,"  May 23, 2006.  Accessed

at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/23/opinion/23tue2.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
[About University of California Berkeley, Raymond Seed-led report on New Orleans Levee failures: "What this report says clearly is that much of the death and destruction in New Orleans was a result of human failings, not nature's fury.....{Quoting Dr. Seed:}  "People didn't die because the storm was bigger than the system could handle,' Mr. Seed told reporters, 'and people didn't die because the levees were overtopped.

People died because mistakes were made and because safety was exchanged for efficiency and reduced cost.'....{NYT:} 'We owe it to New Orleans to get it right because there will be a next time'."]

(5)  BOOKS/PERIODICALS/NEWSLETTERS RECEIVED:

Devji, Faisal.  Landscapes of the Jihad:  Militancy, Morality, Modernity.  Ithaca, NY:  Cornell University Press, 2005, 184 pages.

"Disaster Recovery Journal," Vol. 19, No. 2, Spring 2006.  Information at:  http://www.drj.com
"Disasters:  Preparedness and Mitigation in the Americas," Issue 103, April 2006.  Information at:  http://www.paho.org/disasters
"Emergency Preparedness News," Vol. 30, No. 9, May 2, 2006.

[(Biweekly). Business Publishers, Inc. 8737 Colesville Rd., Suite 1100, Silver Spring, MD 20910-3928, (301) 589-5103, (800) 274-6737, (301)

589-8493 (fax), URL: http://www.bpinews.com.]

(6)  PREPAREDNESS:

King, Kate.  "Getting Ready For The Gathering Storm."  CNN.com, May 22, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.cnn.com/2006/US/05/22/are.we.ready/
[Excerpt:  "'We are going to be ready, regardless of the size of the storm, this next year,' said David Paulison, acting FEMA director.  But others are not so confident.  'I really see no indication that the country is any better prepared for this season than for last year,' said Kathleen Tierney, director of the Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado....'I hear a lot about new plans, new training, things that the [DHS] and FEMA are putting in motion. We have no idea whether these things will amount to better preparedness or better performance in the upcoming hurricane season.'.... But Tierney says emergency management is an established profession with certifications and advanced degrees and suggested that FEMA could do even better [than current leadership].  'There are very experienced certified emergency managers, people with Ph.D.s in sociology and public administration that are emergency managers, and ... we actually do know who is qualified,'

she said. 'Those are not the people who are in charge' [at FEMA and DHS].  

'It would require a complete change in the culture of the [DHS], a complete change in the priorities of the [DHS], and a significant shuffling of personnel to get people who actually know what emergency management is about into very high positions within the [DHS],' she said."]

Tanneeru, Manav.  "Is New Orleans Ready For Another Katrina."  CNN.com, May 22, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.cnn.com/2006/US/05/22/louisiana.preps/
(7)  WAR ON TERROR:

Whitlock, Craig.  "Architect of New War on the West - Writings Lay Out Post 9/11 Strategy of Isolated Cells Joined in Jihad."  Washington Post, May 23, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/05/22/AR2006052201627.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
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