May 22, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Crenson, Matt.  "Northeast Ripe, Not Ready For Hurricane."  Associated Press, May 20, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/hurricane/2006-05-19-hurricanes-northeast_x.htm 
Whitmore, Tim.  "After Katrina, Focus On N.C. Coast Is On The Worst Case Scenario."  Associated Press, May 22, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.journalnow.com/servlet/Satellite?pagename=WSJ%2FMGArticle%2FWSJ_BasicArticle&c=MGArticle&cid=1137836209449&path=!localnews&s=1037645509099  
Williams, Carol J.  "Hurricane Lessons Seem Largely Ignored - Disaster-Response Planners Worry That Warnings About the Storm Season...Have Gone Mostly Unheeded."  Los Angeles Times, May 21, 2006.

[Excerpt:  "...forecasters and disaster-response planners are coming to the dispiriting conclusion that few lessons were learned last year from Katrina, Rita and Wilma. Waterfront construction continues to boom along the Gulf of Mexico and Florida's Atlantic coastline, with tens of thousands of new homes in harm's way alongside the rebuilding of those demolished....Most city, state and federal emergency management authorities still can't communicate by phone or radio in a crisis because a $2-billion special outlay for "interoperability" is mired in legislative wrangling or being spent without federal coordination. 

(2)  FEMA:

Shields, Gerard.  "FEMA Should Be Returned to Cabinet."  The Advocate (Baton Rouge) May 21, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.2theadvocate.com/opinion/2840956.html
[Note:  For what it is worth -- not much I suspect -- the great majority of local papers around the country that have expressed themselves on this topic have advocated an independent FEMA.

(3)  KATRINA:

Grissett, Sheila.  "Katrina Report Blames Human Errors."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 22, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-5/1148278528120750.xml  [About the Corps and more.]

(4)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Books:

Bowman, James.  Honor:  A History.  New York:  Encounter Books, 2006, 381 pages.

D'Arcy, Michael, Michael O'Hanlon, Peter Orszag, Jeremy Shapiro, James Steinberg.  Protecting the Homeland 2006/2007.  Washington DC: Brookings Institution Press, 2006, 212 pages.

Ervin, Clark Kent.  Open Target - Where American Is Vulnerable to Attack.  New York: Palgrave, 2006, 260 pages.

Heerden, Ivor van, and Mike Bryan.  The Storm:  What Went Wrong and Why During Hurricane Katrina - The Inside Story From One Louisiana Scientist.  New York: Viking, 2006, 308 pages.

Periodicals:

"Terrorism and Political Violence," Vol. 18, Number 2, 2006.  [Taylor & Francis Group, LLC, 325 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 - 215-625-8900.]

(5)  MITIGATION:

Lewis, Jim.  "Battle For Biloxi."  New York Times, May 21, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/21/magazine/21biloxi.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
[Note:  Not your typical short and sweet puff piece.]

(6)  PREPAREDNESS:

Government Accountability Office.  Disaster Preparedness:  Preliminary Observations on the Evacuation of Vulnerable Populations due to Hurricanes and Other Disasters (Statement of Cynthia Bascetta, Director, Health Care, Testimony Before the Special Committee on Aging, U.S. Senate; GAO-06-790T).  Washington, DC:  GAO, May 18, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06790t.pdf
Ramirez, Anthony.  "New Yorkers' Disaster Preparedness Falls Short, Study Finds."  New York Times, May 22, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/22/nyregion/22prepare.html
[About a study to be released on May 23rd which goes beyond the typical point on how unprepared people are, even in highly vulnerable areas, but that most people who claim to be prepared aren't.  An excerpt:  "Dr. Irwin Redlener, the director of the National Center for Disaster Preparedness at Columbia University, said Hurricane Katrina last year and the Sept. 11 attacks were 'not wake-up calls, but more like snooze alarms, where we get aroused briefly and then drift back to sleep'."  

Of course, one could make the case that governments should and could figure out how to do a professional job at citizen-oriented disaster preparedness behavior change so that such survey results become a thing of the past.  Other mass-marketed citizen behavior change programs have been successful when based upon the social science knowledge-based literature and Madison Avenue marketing savvy.]

(7)  QUOTE OF THE DAY:

General Michael V. Hayden, during Senate hearing to confirm him as next Director of Central Intelligence Agency: 

"You get a lot more authority when the workforce doesn't think it's amateur hour on the top floor. You get a lot more authority when you've got somebody welded to your hip whom everybody unarguably respects as someone who knows the business."  [BWB note:  seems like I've heard that before in another context -- says something about professionalism.]
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