May 19, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CATASTROPHE READINESS AND RESPONSE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received news from Procurement Office that they have started sending out Requests for Proposals for this upper division/graduate-level college course development project (would be two year contract if we can get it awarded).

(2)  EMER.MGMT. & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Continued to make daily agenda changes.  Amongst most important was changing the pre-conference workshop on "GIS in Emergency Management and Homeland Security" on Monday June 5, from a full-day workshop to two identical half day workshops, the first scheduled from 8:00-12:00 and the 2nd from 1:00-5:00 -- both in the computer lab.

Am informed that Admissions Office has processed about 225 conference registrations/applications.

(3)  FEMA:

Marino, Jonathan.  "DHS Officials Grilled on Vacancies in High-Level Jobs."  Government Executive - Daily Briefing, May 18, 2006.  Accessed

at:  http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34117&dcn=e_gvet
[Excerpt:  "...FEMA has failed to fill senior-level jobs, according to a memorandum the subcommittee released late Thursday. Subcommittee member Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., whose district was hit by Hurricane Katrina, said with just two weeks left before this year's storm season begins, the agency must beef up its ranks. 'When I see only 73 percent of FEMA employees on board, I'm concerned,' he said."]

(4)  PERIODICALS RECEIVED:

"Crisis Response Journal," Vol. 2, Is. 2 -- Contains world-wide incident reports, bits on victim identification, national disaster mgmt. Developments, and more.  Information on the web at: http://www.crisisresponsejournal.com
"Homeland Defense Journal," Vol. 4, Is. 3, March 2006.  Issue contains items on Homeland Security grants, DHS FY 2007 appropriation request, border security, and BioSense, a component of the Public Health Information Network.  For info go to:

http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com
"Natural Hazards Review," Vol. 7, No. 2, May 2006.  This is a special issue devoted to "Multihazards Loss Estimation and HAZUS [FEMA's Hazards United States Loss Estimation Model].  Reprints can be ordered at: http://www.pubs.asce.org/authors/reprints.html.  
Subscription inquiries to:  onlinejls@asce.org 
"Risk Management," May 2006 -- The issue is devoted to disasters -- cover states "We live in a world plagued by natural disasters that often arrive without warning.  Be prepared."  For info, go to: http://www.rmmagazine.com
(5)  PREPAREDNESS:

Government Accountability Office.  Hurricane Katrina:  Better Plans and Exercises Needed to Guide the Military's Response to Catastrophic Natural Disasters (GAO-06-643).  Washington, DC:  GAO, 70 pages, May 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/abstract.php?rptno=GAO-06-643
Moller, Jan.  "Senate [Louisiana] OK's Bigger State Role in Nursing Home Evacuations."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, May 19, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/capital/index.ssf?/base/news-3/1147933375224000.xml&coll=1 
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