May 18, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMER.MGMT. & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Continued to make daily agenda modifications -- one positive one of note today, is that John McKay, former Emergency Management Institute Superintendent who, with Kay Goss, the Director of the former Preparedness, Training and Exercises Directorate, started the Emergency Management Higher Education Project, volunteered to moderate the plenary panel "Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response -- FEMA Federal Coordinating Officers."  John McKay is also a former FEMA Federal Coordinating Officer.

(2)  FEMA:

Gruenwald, Juliana, and Christian Bourge.  "House Panels OK Conflicting Plans To Fix FEMA."  National Journal - Technology Daily, May 17, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34107&dcn=e_gvet
MSNBC.  "Live Vote on FEMA."  April 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/12510957/
[From MSNBC Website:  Do you support the Senate committee's suggestion of replacing FEMA with a new agency still under Homeland Security?  9694 responses.  

Yes, even though it'd be under Homeland Security it would directly communicate with the president and large budget changes would be determined by Congress.  -- 32%  

No, FEMA should stand alone, not within Homeland Security, as it did before the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.  -- 68%] As if such things mattered.  

(3)  MITIGATION:

New York Times (Editorial).  "Water Hazard," May 18, 2006.  
Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/05/18/opinion/18thu1.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
[Scarcer than a hen's tooth -- an article that at least alludes to hazards mitigation -- used to be the building block of emergency management under James Lee Witt's FEMA -- now its terrorism and, post-Katrina, disaster preparedness and response -- which does just about nothing to address the problem of ever increasing disaster losses].

(4)  PERIODICALS RECEIVED:

"HS Today," Vol. 3, No. 5, May 2006.  For info go to http://www.HSToday.us
"The Insider," The Association of State Floodplain Managers, May 2006.

On the web at:  <http://www.floods.org> Recommend Executive Director's Report, by Larry Larson on trips to the Gulf Coast and his take on recovery efforts.  Also recommend the "NFIP Hurricane Season 2006 General Talking Points."

(5)  PREPAREDNESS:

Harper, Jennifer.  "Weather Scarier Than Terrorists," Washington Times, May 18, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/20060517-113842-9235r.htm
Hill, John.  "U.S. Promises Faster Hurricane Response This Season."

Gannett News Service, May 17, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.shreveporttimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060517/NEWS/60517014 
(6)  UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT-RELATED FACULTY POSITION:

Received from Dr. James M. Kendra, Program Coordinator Emergency Administration and Planning Program Department of Public Administration at the University of North Texas, request to post the following announcement on the "EM Faculty Positions" tab on the FEMA EM HiEd Project website, which we will do:

"The Department of Public Administration invites applications for a full-time lecturer to begin September 1, 2006. Prospective candidates from any disaster-related discipline are encouraged to apply. Candidates must hold at least a master's degree and be able to teach required courses in the program, such as Introduction to Emergency Management, Hazard Mitigation and Preparedness, and Disaster Response and Recovery.

Preference will be given to candidates with expertise in one or more of the following areas: emergency operations center design and operation, technology applications, hazardous materials policy and management, public health and disasters, and homeland security. This is a non-tenure-track 12-month position, renewable annually contingent on performance and funding. Responsibilities will include teaching three courses in each of the fall and spring terms and one course in the summer and may include, depending on interest and experience, assisting in a new EOC research and teaching facility.

To ensure full consideration, candidates should submit a letter of application, vita, and the names of at least three references. Review of completed files begins immediately and applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  Applications should be mailed to EADP Faculty Search Committee, Department of Public Administration, P.O. Box 310617, Denton, TX 76203-0617.  Information about the EADP program may be obtained at www.unt.edu/eadp/.

The University of North Texas, located in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, has 32,000 students.  In addition to the BS, MPA, and PhD degree programs, the Department of Public Administration sponsors the Center for Emergency Management.  The EADP program is the nation's premier undergraduate program in the emergency management field, and the MPA program is ranked 10th nationally in the area of city management in US News & World Report's most recent ranking. UNT is an affirmative action and equal opportunity employer; applications from women and ethnic minorities are especially encouraged."]

(7)  WAR ON TERRORISM:

Fields, Suzanne.  "More Than Merely a Word."  Jewish World Review, May 18, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://jewishworldreview.com/cols/fields051806.php3
[Article is about the book "Honor:  A History," by James Bowman who argues, according to Fields, that "to understand the jihadists it's essential to understand their definition of 'honor' and 'manhood'." Further, "it is even more important than the dogma of their dogmatic religion."]
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