May 11, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BUCKS COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE, DOYLESTOWN, PA -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATE DEGREE:

Received news from Edward J. Wurster, Director, Certification and Curriculum, Bucks County Public Safety Training Center, Bucks County Community College, that the BCCC Curriculum Review Committee has approved his proposal to develop and implement an Emergency Management Associate Degree.  This new degree is scheduled to begin Fall Semester 2006 and is in the Fall Semester 2006 Catalog.  For additional information, Mr. Wurster can be reached at:  wurstere@bucks.edu 
(2)  COAST COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT, ORANGE COUNTY, CA:

Talked with Linda Morin, the Emergency Manager for the Orange County Coast Community District, a headquarters entity overseeing Golden West Community College, Coast Line Community College, Orange Coast College, and several other organizations.  Ms. Morin noted that the Coast Community College District is in the process of developing an Emergency Management and Homeland Security Certificate Program.  The current planning is for this program to be developed and implemented later in

2006 or in 2007.  If the Certificate program is successful, as contemplated, then the plan is to develop an Associate Degree in Emergency Management and Homeland Security.  Discussed several aspects of the EM HiEd Project website which may be of assistance, and discussed attending the June 6-89, 2006 EM & HS/D HiEd Conference -- the original reason for the call in to us.

(3)  EMER.MGMT. & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Received communication from Kay Goss, CEM, Developer of the breakout session on "Grantsmanship 101" (afternoon of Thursday, June 8th), noting the addition of Dr. Craig Zachlod to the panel (Project Director, Northern California School Emergency Management and Crisis Response Program).  Made agenda change.  Will forward newest version of conference agenda to the webmaster tomorrow to replace copy on EM HiEd Website -- within the Conference box on the EM HiEd Homepage.

(4)  FEMA:

Clarion-Ledger (MS) (Editorial).  "FEMA:  Natural Disasters Should Be Separate," May 11, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060511/OPINION01/605110334/1008/OPINION 
[Concluding excerpt:  "Congress is considering two bills:  Remove FEMA from the Department of Homeland Security and make it a Cabinet-level agency that would report directly to the president.  Keep FEMA under DHS but reshape it and allow the FEMA director to report to the president only in an emergency.  The problem with the second option is that no matter how FEMA is reshaped, it will still lack the authority to command resources to fulfill its mission: responding to natural disasters.  This is the key finding among the hearings after Hurricane Katrina. "Putting FEMA, which was once a nimble 2,500-person agency, into a massive bureaucracy of 190,000 workers was a major mistake," notes Rep. Don Young, R-Alaska. He's right.  In jockeying for budgets, a small but crucial agency cannot compete with larger ones in political Washington when fighting terror is its bosses' priority.  FEMA should focus on natural disasters, including pandemics, and be a ready resource for help and expertise in the event of terror-related events.  But, as the Coast stands as a testament, its mission must be kept as a separate priority.  Katrina should have taught us that."]

Farrell, Bryan.  "FEMA Braces For Another Storm."  The Nation, May 10, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.thenation.com/doc/20060522/farrell
[Note:  Mostly about differing Congressional views on what to do about FEMA, including if it should be in or out of DHS.]

Holdeman, Eric.  "Testimony, Eric E. Holdeman, Director, King County Office of Emergency Management To House of Representatives Homeland Security Committee, May 9, 2006, Amending the Homeland Security Act of 2002."  Six Pages; accessed at:

http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/emergencyinfo/eric_corner.aspx 

["Eric's Corner" changes on routine basis, so recommend accessing before item is moved -- will need to scroll down to the testimony, the summarized points of which are:  

Reuniting disaster preparedness and response into the same organization Establishing Regional Homeland Security Offices Taking more of an "all-hazards" approach to preparedness and grant funding Keeping the FEMA name."]

Kouri, Jim.  "An Unemotional And Apolitical Examination Of FEMA."

Axcess News Online (Editorial).  May 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.axcessnews.com/modules/wfsection/article.php?articleid=9480
Lathrop, Daniel, and John Perry.  "E-Mails From The Edge of Disaster - Ex-FEMA Head's Messages Show Unfolding Drama Behind the Scenes." Washington, DC:  The Center for Public Integrity, May 9, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.publicintegrity.org/katrina/report.aspx?aid=484#
[Note:  928 e-mail messages by or to Michael Brown have recently been released by the government to The Center for Public Integrity (CPI) seven months after filing a Freedom of Information Act request.  The e-mails date from August 26, 2005 to September 8, 2005.  As the article notes, Michael Brown stated in an interview with the CPI that the government did not release emails sent to the White House, senior DHS officials and others.  According to the CPI, "He {Brown} said the absence of e-mail with his superiors is evidence of a continuing effort to make him the fall guy for systemic failure in the Bush administration. If those messages are released, Brown said his performance would be vindicated. 'I think a picture would emerge that I was down there engaged, knew what the problems were, was trying to fix the problems and that I had informed [Homeland Security Secretary Michael] Chertoff and the White House of exactly what the problems were and exactly what was working and not working,' Brown said."  The article provides a link to this email collection.] 

Strohm, Chris.  "House Republicans Push Competing FEMA Bills.  Congress Daily, May 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34053&dcn=e_gvet
Weigelt, Matthew.  "House Bill Would Put FEMA 'On Steroids'."  FCW Online, May 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.fcw.com/article94325-05-10-06-Web
(5)  KATRINA:  

Sabludowsky, Steve.  "Brinkley's Great Deluge Raises Questions About Louisiana Blanco, President Bush."  Bayou Buzz (LA) (Editorial), May 11, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.bayoubuzz.com/articles.aspx?aid=7029
(6)  PANDEMIC:

On March 6, 2006, government officials and local emergency responders met at the Radisson Hotel in Morgantown, WV, for a summit on preparing West Virginia for pandemic influenza. At the following URL are presentations from the summit that are downloadable as an iTunes file, an MP3 file, and a .PDF of presenters' PowerPoint presentations. Accessible at:  http://www.vmc.wvu.edu/pandemic.htm
(7)  PERIODICALS:

Just received April 2006 Special Edition of "Earthquake Spectra" (Vol.

22, No, S2), the Professional Journal of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute, which is devoted to the 1906 San Francisco Earthquake.  Amongst contents are:

A Special Issue Forward by Farzad Naeim

A Special Issue Preface by William T. Holmes and Robert Reitherman

An EERI Reconnaissance Report:  Damage to San Francisco in the 1906 Earthquake -- A Centennial Perspective, by Stephen Tobriner

San Francisco 1906 and 2006:  An Emergency Management Perspective (pp.

S159-S182) by Lucien G. Canton, CEM.

The abstract from the Canton article follows:

"Despite a distance of 100 years the Great San Francisco Earthquake and Fire still has much to teach the emergency managers of 2006.  The response to the 1906 disaster foreshadows many modern emergency management techniques and sounds a cautionary note about areas where work still needs to be done.  By comparing the city's response in 1906 with modern emergency plans, this paper examines how San Francisco might deal with a similar event in 2006....Further, the recent example of Hurricane Katrina suggests that some of the more critical issues that arose in 1906 have still not been fully resolved."

For additional information on this special issue, the EERI website is:

http://www.eeri.org
(8)  PREPAREDNESS:

Kennedy, Kelli.  "Officials Urge People To Prepare For This Year's Hurricane Season."  Associated Press, May 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.bradenton.com/mld/bradenton/news/local/14548876.htm
[Excerpt:  Florida Gov. Jeb Bush:  "Had there not been the Florida Catastrophe Fund, we would not have private insurance right now in our state. And if we didn't improve an already tough building code and make it statewide, we would have had double the losses."]

St. John, Paige.  "Unprepared Ought Not Get FEMA Aid."  Florida Today, May 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.floridatoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060510/NEWS04/60510016/1086 
[Excerpt:  "Federal disaster aid ought not to flow so freely to areas where local officials didn't do what they could to avert it, suggests Gov. Jeb Bush.  "Sometimes bad behavior is enabled," Bush said at the opening of Florida's hurricane conference, an annual session for emergency planners.... Bush contended that states that adopt tougher building codes, for instance, might be rewarded by receiving a greater level of federal disaster relief.... He specifically mentioned Florida, which has launched what he says is the nation's first major home mitigation program.  The $250 million program, created by the just-ended legislative session, will provide free home inspections and $5,000 matching grants to homeowners who storm proof...."]
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