March 8, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (NIMS) NIMS INTEGRATION CENTER

(NIC) BRIEFING:

Attended 9:00-12:00 briefing on the NIMS NIC.

(2)  SENATE COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS HEARING ON "HURRICANE KATRINA:  RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REFORM," MARCH 8, 2006:

Prepared statements for the record are up on the Senate HS Committee website -- from:

Senator Susan M. Collins

Senator Barbara A. Mikulski

David Walker, Comptroller General, U.S. Government Accountability Office Richard Skinner, Inspector General, DHS Bruce P. Baughman, President, National Emergency Management Association Frank J. Cilluffo, Associate VP for Homeland Security, HS Policy Institute, GWU Dr. Herman B. Leonard, Professor of Public Management, Harvard

From Senator Collins' statement:  "The excuse we have heard from some government officials throughout this investigation, that Katrina was an unforeseeable ultra-catastrophe, has not only been demonstrated to have been mistaken, but also misses the point that we need to be ready for the worst that nature or evil men can throw at us.  Powerful though it was, the most extraordinary thing about Katrina was our lack of preparedness for a disaster so long predicted."

Accessed at:

http://hsgac.senate.gov/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Hearings.Detail&HearingID=330 
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