March 6-7, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS:

Kung, Hans.  "How to Prevent a Clash of Civilizations."  International Herald Tribune, March 3, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/03/03/opinion/edkung.php
(2)  DISASTER/CATASTROPHE PREPAREDNESS:

Advocate (Baton Rouge.  Editorial).  "Our Views:  Chertoff's Worry Seems Overdue."  March 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.2theadvocate.com/opinion/ourviews/2417941.html
Davis, Camus, Nicole Davis, Christian DeBenedetti, Brad Reagan, Kristin Roth.  "Now What?  The Lessons of Katrina - No One Should Have Been Surprised."  Popular Mechanics.  March 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.popularmechanics.com/specials/features/2315076.html  [14-page story based on "more than four months interviewing officials, scientists, first responders and victims."]

Litan, Robert E.  "Preparing for Future 'Katrinas' [Insurance]."  The Brookings Institute, March 2006 (9 pages).  Accessed at: http://www.brookings.edu/comm/policybriefs/pb150.htm
(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

March 6, 2006 -- Talked with Battelle contractor working for NORTHCOM on logistics issues concerning the conference, and on March 7th reviewed NORTHCOM letter of invitation to members of its Homeland Security/Defense Education Consortium (HSDEC).

March 6, 2006 -- Communicated with Kay Goss, EDS Corporation, concerning her recruitment of Julian Gilman, top grants person at the Virginia Division of Emergency Management, to serve on the Grantsmanship 101 Breakout Session.

March 6, 2006 -- Received from Dr. Judith Krom, Dean of the Heavin School of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Thomas Edison State College, Trenton, NJ, her selection of panelists and an abstract of her breakout session on "Non-Traditional Colleges and Emergency Management and Homeland Security Programs."

Description:   Adults already working in the fields of Emergency Disaster Management and Homeland Security are often unable to attend a traditional college to complete their degrees in their area of employment. There are several options now available at the undergraduate and graduate levels for adults to complete degrees. These options take into account location, time, cost, and work schedules in the development of methods used to earn credit. They recognize that college-level learning often takes place outside of the college classroom and can be recognized for college credit through carefully constructed programs of prior learning assessment. This panel will explore several models currently available.

Panelists:  Dr. Esther Taitsman, Associate Dean, Graduate Programs, Thomas Edison State College

Al Lawrence, Director, Criminal Justice Programs, Empire State College, Saratoga Springs, NY

Dr. Jeffrey Bumgarner, Director, Law Enforcement Program, Department of Political Science and Law Enforcement, Minnesota State University

Robert Frederick, Assistant Director of Admissions, Charter Oak State College, New Britain, CT

March 7, 2006 -- Communicated with FEMA FCO Scott Wells who will be serving on the FEMA Federal Coordinating Officers plenary panel -- Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response, FEMA FCO's.

(4)  FEMA & DHS:

MSNBC Scarborough Country.  "Brown Says FEMA Is In Worse Shape Than It Was Immediately Following Katrina."  March 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/11711657/
Strohm, Chris.  "Ex-FEMA Director:  Restore Agency's Independence."

Government Executive, March 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33544&dcn=e_gvet
(5)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT:

Received for review an approximately 400 page proposed course for the EM HiEd Project entitled "Carrying Out Floodplain Management in Your Community," by James M. Wright, Knoxville, TN.  Proposed would be funding to further develop this course as an undergraduate "Principles of Floodplain Management" type course, as opposed to the graduate-level science-oriented Introduction to Floodplain Management course recently completed for the EM HiEd Project.

(5)  GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY PRESENTATION:

March 6, 2006 -- Traveled to George Washington University, Washington, DC, to talk to the "Crisis and Emergency Management" course class, taught by adjunct professor George Haddow, 6:00-9:00 Monday evenings this semester.  Talked about the history and status of FEMA's Emergency Management Higher Education Project, job opportunities available to students interested in entering the emergency management field, and my perceptions on the future of disaster losses in the US and the need for more and better educated emergency management personnel.

(6)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 6, 2006 -- Received for review from lead course developer, Dr.

John Pine, Louisiana State University, 1st draft of 4-hour Session 14, "Utilizing Mapping and Modeling in Hazard Mitigation Planning and Land Use," by Dr. Pine.

(7)  INTRODUCTION TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received note from lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University, that he will not be available to participate in a course review comments meeting here until May 9th. Thus, we have scheduled a conference room for May 9th and are making arrangements to bring in several reviewers of the draft textbook to participate in this meeting.  The draft which has been reviewed can be found on the EM HiEd Project website at:  http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu/introtoEM.asp
(8)  KATRINA:

Davis, Camus, Nicole Davis, Christian DeBenedetti, Brad Reagan, Kristin Roth.  "Now What?  The Lessons of Katrina - No One Should Have Been Surprised."  Popular Mechanics.  March 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.popularmechanics.com/specials/features/2315076.html  [14-page story based on "more than four months interviewing officials, scientists, first responders and victims."]

Philadelphia Inquirer (Editorial).  "The Katrina Videotape Fully Unprepared."  March 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.philly.com/mld/inquirer/news/editorial/14013962.htm
Sandalow, Marc.  "President Tested on the Road and at Home - Analysis: Katrina Video:  What You See Depends on Your View of Bush - In Charge or Incompetent?"  San Francisco Chronicle, March 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/c/a/2006/03/03/MNG1IHHVK81.DTL 
Wolffe, Richard and Mark Hosenball.  "Washington:  The Next Storms."

Newsweek, March 13, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://msnbc.msn.com/id/11677332/site/newsweek/
Washington Post (Editorial).  "Caught on Tape."  March 4, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/03/AR2006030301615_pf.html 
(9)  UNIVERSITY OF AKRON -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FACULTY VACANCY:

March 7, 2006 -- Received from Dr. Nancy Grant at the University of Akron the following announcement:

"Position at The University of Akron

TITLE: Associate/Full Professor 

DEPT: PUBLIC SERVICE TECHNOLOGY                        POS:  003842 

SALARY:  Competitive           START:  Open    

DUTIES: Teach in the Emergency Management Bachelor's program.  It may also include an opportunity for graduate level instruction. Serve as co-director of the Center for Emergency Management and Homeland Security Policy Research. Curriculum review and development with increasing emphasis on distributed education. Responsibility to represent the University and interface with the public/private sector to establish collaborative relationships. Additional duties include, but not limited to, developing new courses, keeping office hours for availability to students, participating in student recruitment activities, mentoring students, professional development, serving on committees at area, Department, College and University levels, and representing the University and College through public service. 

QUALIFICATIONS:  Master's degree in emergency management, public administration, fire science, sociology, political science, criminal justice, security administration or intelligence studies required.  ABD or doctorate in a related discipline preferred.   A minimum of three years of college level teaching in emergency management or a related field required.  Minimum of three years of related professional experience in emergency management or homeland security required.  Evidence of successful grant writing and a related research agenda required.  Evidence of successful creation and sustainability of partnerships between academia and the public/private sector required. A strong commitment to teaching and learning is expected as well as professional growth leading to tenure. 

COMMENTS:  Applicants should submit a curriculum vitae and supporting documents, including transcripts of degrees earned. 

SEND APPLICATION MATERIALS TO:  Professor John E. Mumper, Chair, Emergency Management Search Committee, Polsky Bldg. Suite 161, The University of Akron, Akron, OH 44325-4304. 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:  Open until filled."

(10)  WAR ON TERROR:

Garamone, Jim.  "Press Exaggerations Test American Will."  DefenseLINK News, March 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2006/20060307_4417.html
Sharansky, Natan.  "Does Democracy End Tyranny?"  Jewish World Review, March 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.jewishworldreview.com/0306/sharansky_democracy.php3
Wood, Sgt. Sara.  "Cheney:  Victory in War on Terror Will Be Victory for Freedom."  Defense LINK News, March 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2006/20060307_4415.html
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