March 31, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CASE STUDIES IN CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- COLLEGE TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Reviewed and approved the final chapter in the Case Studies book, Chapter 10, "Future Trends and Issues," and provided comments to lead book developer, George Haddow, George Washington University.  From Introduction:

"As of this writing in February 2006, the future of emergency management in the Untied States is uncertain.  In the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, a series of wide ranging investigations are being conducted by Congress, the General Accounting Office (GAO) and the White House as to what went wrong in the Federal government's response.  The results of these investigations and the ongoing reorganization of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) will influence future trends and issues in emergency management.

Internationally, the trend continues to build capacity in government disaster management capabilities and functions in developing nations and to promote community-based hazard mitigation planning and programs.  The World Bank, the Asian Development Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank are all funding efforts in both capacity building and community-based hazard mitigation planning and action.  A consortium of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) is funding community-based preparedness planning and programming in pilot communities in Indonesia, Ethiopia and Central America.  All parties continue to promote hazard mitigation and disaster management practices as part of their development strategies for their client countries.

The purpose of this chapter is to identify current and future trends in emergency management in the United States and internationally and to identify and to discuss pressing issues in emergency management that need to be addressed."

Forwarded chapter to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project website

-- Free College Courses, Textbooks section -- where it should be accessible soon.

(2)  DISASTERS, DISCIPLINES, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Reviewed and approved 4th draft of chapter on "Economic Applications in Disaster Research, Mitigation, and Planning," by Dr. Terry L. Clower, Associate Director, Center for Economic Development and Research, University of North Texas.  Abstract:

"This chapter examines the contributions of the economics discipline to disaster research, mitigation, and planning.  Economics offers modeling techniques for assessing the impacts of disasters, theories of development for understanding the choices that individuals and firms make in selecting residential and business locations, approaches for risk and vulnerability assessment in insurance and disaster planning, and policy insights in each of these areas that are affected by the political economy.  The chapter gives particular attention to common and emerging techniques for assessing the indirect economic impacts of disaster events offering an assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of each analytic approach."

Reviewed 3rd draft of chapter on "Emergency Management and Law," by William Charles Nicholson, North Carolina Central University, and forwarded review comments to lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas.  Abstract:

"The following chapter relates the history of law and emergency management, discusses vulnerability and steps to be taken for its reduction, defines various concepts from a legal perspective, and examines gaps in knowledge between the two fields.  The chapter also notes how law may improve emergency management and identifies considerations that are paramount to the future.  The major argument to be presented is that law and emergency management are inherently intertwined and that legal norms in the disaster field are changing and having a significant impact on the profession."  

Forwarded both chapters to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses, Textbooks section -- where they should be accessible soon.

(3)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN?

East Bay Business Times.  "Disaster Waits," March 24, 2006.  Accessed

at:

http://eastbay.bizjournals.com/eastbay/stories/2006/03/27/editorial1.html 
Spotts, Peter N.  "Are Shifts In Earth's Crust Causing New Orleans To Shift?"  Christian Science Monitor, March 31, 2006.  Accessed at: http://search.csmonitor.com/2006/0331/p02s01-sten.htm
(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Was informed that Acting Director David Paulison will not be able to attend the conference -- attending a Hurricane Conference -- and that FEMA's Chief Operating Officer, 29-year FEMA veteran, Robert Shea, will take his place, but will need to speak on Thursday, June 8th, instead of the 6th.  The topic is "FEMA Reengineering for Catastrophe Readiness and Response."

Noted in yesterday's Activity Report that Admissions had processed "about 100" applications -- was told today that it is 119 -- and counting.

(5)  FEMA:

Winterstein, Paulo.  "To Reform - Or Not To Reform - FEMA?"  Homeland Protection Professional, Vol. 5, No. 2, p. 42, March 2006.

[Excerpt:  "...some emergency officials say the [Katrina] reports missed a more pressing problem:  the priority the Department of Homeland Security has given to terrorist attacks over natural disasters. 'We're throwing billions of dollars into terrorism preparedness each year,'

says Bruce Baughman, president of the National Emergency Management Association and head of the Alabama Emergency Management Agency. 'We know that a hurricane is going to hit us next year.  Why don't we have the same level of funding for natural-disaster preparedness as we do for everything else?'"]

(6)  THE FUTURE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT - PAPERS FROM 2005 EM HI-ED

CONFERENCE:

Received from "book" developer, Dr. William Waugh, Georgia State University, three expanded papers from last year's 8th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference:

McEntire, David A.  "Revolution and Evolutionary Change in Emergency

Management:  Assessing Paradigm Shifts, Barriers, and Recommendations for the Profession."  

Mileti, Dennis S.  "The Evolution of U.S. Emergency Management."  

Oyola-Yemaiel, Arthur, and Jennifer Wilson.  "Social Science Hazard/Disaster Research:  Its Legacy for Emergency Management Higher Education."  

Forwarded papers to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project Website

-- Free College Courses, Textbooks, Materials section -- The Future of Emergency Management Book -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(7)  WAR ON TERROR - RELATED:

Quigley, Samantha L.  "DoD Committed to Stopping Spread of Weapons of Mass Destruction."  Defense LINK News.  March 30, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2006/20060330_4660.html
[Note:  An article based on testimony before Senate Armed Services Committee's Emerging Threats and capabilities Subcommittee, by Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Policy Peter Flory.

Puts forth "three pillars" of combating weapons of mass destruction:

Nonproliferation

Counter proliferation

Consequence Management -- here and abroad
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