March 30, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  ALL-HAZARDS VERSUS TERRORISM:



Just received March 21, 2006 edition of "Emergency Preparedness News"

(Vol. 30, No. 6), and see article (pp. 41-42) entitled "Infrastructure Resilience Requires All-Hazards Plan, Panel Advises DHS."  Article begins:  "A DHS advisory panel is contending that the department's current focus on protecting key infrastructure against terrorist attack is not the most effective approach.  The Critical Infrastructure Task Force is asserting that resilience, rather than protection, should be DHS's 'top-level' goal and that an all-hazards approach should replace the emphasis on terrorism..."  

Contacted the Homeland Security Advisory Council and found out that the report ("Report of the Critical Infrastructure Task Force," January 2006 (51 pages)) is publicly available, along with a good bit else, at: http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/editorial/editorial_0331.xml -- just scroll down a bit and click.  Also recommend looking at HSAC minutes, particularly the January 10, 2006 HSAC meeting minutes wherein CITF Chair, Dr. Ruth David, summarizes the report for Secretary Chertoff and the HSAC members present.

(2)  DEPAUL UNIVERSITY, CHICAGO -- CONSIDERING AN EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/BUSINESS CONTINUITY PGM:

Talked with Chuck Freylack, Director of New Program Development at DePaul, who called to note that DePaul is investigating the development of some sort of emergency management and/or business continuity program -- most likely a continuing education kind of program.  Wanted to think out loud about private sector versus public sector focus for the new program.  For additional information, Chuck Freylack can be reached at:

312-362-8916.

(3)  DISASTER MYTHS -- PUBLIC HEALTH RELATED:

Recommend reading the following:

Arnold, Jeffrey L. MD.  "Disaster Myths and Hurricane Katrina 2005:  Can Public Officials and the Media Learn to Provide Responsible Crisis Communication During Disasters?"  Prehospital and Disaster Medicine, Vol. 21, No. 1, pp. 1-3, January-February 2006.

Starts out with quotes from HHS Secretary Michael Leavitt and New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin.

Leavitt:  "We are concerned about the potential for cholera, typhoid and dehydrating diseases that could come as a result of the stagnant water and the conditions."

Nagin:  "I want to make sure these dead bodies get taken out of he water before mosquitoes spread disease all over the South."

Arnold, in response:  "The first myth quoted above -- cholera and typhoid will occur after a natural disaster -- is based on a fundamental misunderstanding of the epidemiology of infectious diseases.  Only infectious agents already endemic in the community are at risk of emerging during a disaster.  Unless cholera or typhoid was endemic in the region affected by Hurricane Katrina before the flood (it was not), then there was negligible risk of a cholera or typhoid outbreak after the flood."

"The second myth quoted above -- dead bodies increase the risk of infectious outbreaks during a disaster -- has been dubbed 'the disaster myth that will not die'.  As Dr. Claude de Ville de Goyet, former Director of the Pan-American Health Organization's Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Relief Program, has pointed out, dead bodies not only present a low risk for infectious disease transmission, but actually may lower the risk of an infectious outbreak when carriers of disease are eliminated from the population."

(4)  EMER. MGMT. & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:


Talked with Kevin Mickey at the Polis Center, Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis about having reached capacity (30) for the Monday, June 5th pre-conference workshop on "GIS in Emergency Management and Homeland Security."  We are investigating cutting this workshop back to 1/2 day and doing two workshops -- morning and afternoon -- thus allowing for more participants.  Thus those interested in attending this workshop who are reading this, but have not gotten in an application form for the workshop (as opposed to the separate conference application), should go ahead and do so, in order to help us with our decision-making.

Admissions has informed us that they have processed about 100 applications for the conference.

(5)  FEMA:

Shields, Gerard.  "Panel Challenges FEMA On Proposed Budget."  Baton Rouge Advocate, March 30, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/2546691.html
(6)  MOUNT ST. MARY'S COLLEGE, EMMITSBURG, MD:

March 29, 2006 -- Attended afternoon presentation on "Responding to

Disasters:  Tsunamis, Hurricanes and the Post 9/11 World," by Dr. Henry Fischer, Director of the Center for Disaster Research and Education at Millersville University of Pennsylvania -- Dr. Fischer's focus was on the prevalence of disaster myths, using Katrina as primary example, and how even emergency management personnel continue to fall prey to believing in or spreading disaster mythology.

While the occasion was the induction of new members into Alpha Kappa Delta, the International Honor Society for Sociology, most of the students appeared to be students taking a "Sociology of Disaster" course on campus this semester -- offered out of the Sociology Department.  

I, of course, advocated expansion from the Sociology of Disaster course to a broader range of hazard, disaster, emergency management courses -- particularly in that I was told the Sociology of Disaster course had high enrollment and has been well received.  Couple of faculty members present suggested getting together at the end of this semester to discuss this suggestion.

(7)  PANDEMIC:

Chong, Jia-Rui and Denise Gellene.  "Avian Flu Vaccine Falls Short in Trial."  Los Angeles Times, March 30, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/front/la-sci-birdflu30mar30,1,5194920.story?coll=la-headlines-frontpage 
(8)  PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY, OR:

Talked to Bob Grist today, a doctoral candidate at Portland State, working on a dissertation that looks at emergency management education, training, and experience, who notes that Portland State faculty are considering the development of an emergency management program there -- probably a graduate level concentration or certificate.   For additional information, Mr. Grist can be reached at:  bobgrist@hotmail.com 
[Note:  This makes 126 colleges/universities we are aware of that are considering, investigating, proposing, or developing an emergency management program of some sort -- in addition to 123 operational.]

(9)  WAR ON TERROR:

Gilmore, Gerry J.  "Anti-Terror War Is Struggle of Ideas, Vice chairman Says."  Defense LINK News, March 29, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2006/20060329_4653.html
Weiss, Eric M.  "Area [Capital Region (DC)] Still Unprepared for Terror Attacks, Senate Panel Is Told."  Washington Post, March 30, 2006.  

Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/29/AR2006032902476.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
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