March 3, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTER RESPONSE AND RECOVERY BOOK:

Received for review from Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, the draft of a book he has written on Disaster Response and Readiness --13 chapters -- added to reading stack.

(2)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Insurance Journal.  "Survey Reports Katrina Doesn't Move Many Homeowners to Protect Their Investment."  March 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/national/2006/03/02/66073.htm?print=1 
Johnson, C.  "Governor Pushes Forward on Levees Without Washington."

KXTV-TV, March 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.news10.net/storyfull2.aspx?storyid=16244  [Excerpt: "In a one-on-one interview with reporter Marcey Brightwell, the governor said he viewed the annual governor's conference as a great opportunity to press his case for federal assistance for levees flood control experts say are in critical need of strengthening and repair, leaving California vulnerable to a flooding threat worse than what New Orleans experienced following Hurricane Katrina."] 

Loy, James M.  "When the Next Disaster Strikes."  Washington Times, March 3, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washtimes.com/op-ed/20060302-092215-7206r.htm
[Excerpts:  "There are few places in America that are immune from the physical threat of catastrophe, and none would be exempt from the economic consequences if catastrophe struck today."

"Seven of the 10 most damaging hurricanes in U.S. history have occurred within the past five years. It would be easy to think that the force and fury of major hurricanes are reserved for the coasts on the Gulf and Southeast. That would be wrong. Since 1900, 11 hurricanes have made direct hits on New England, six have made landfall squarely in New York. In 1938, the most powerful of those hurricanes landed with such force that it became known as "The Long Island Express." It killed 700 people and left 63,000 homeless. If a hurricane of the same force struck New York today, the economic damages could exceed $100 billion. The potential loss of life would be extraordinary."

"In addition to debating the government response and structure, we need to find private-sector solutions as well. We need comprehensive, integrated solutions at the local, state and federal levels that leverage the knowledge and expertise of the private sector in an effort to mitigate the potential damage during a catastrophic event and to ensure that adequate financial resources are available to lessen the economic consequences in catastrophe's aftermath."] 

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ACCREDITATION PROGRAM (NEMA):

Received for review the Masters Thesis of Valerie Jean Lucus, entitled "Analysis of Baseline Assessments:  Emergency Accreditation Program, 2003-2004."  Sonoma State University, December 2005.  Notes that most emergency management organizations that have participated in the accreditation process "focus more on the response phase of emergency management, and less on the recovery and mitigation phases."  [Note:  Of the states impacted by Katrina, Rita and Wilma last year, only Florida had participated in the NEMA accreditation program.]

(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER ED CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Talked with Dr. Carmine Scavo, Associate Professor, Director of the Masters of Public Administration Program, and Interim Coordinator of the Graduate Certificate in Security Studies at Eastern Carolina University, concerning his proposal received today to speak at the conference about a study just completed analyzing an International City/County Managers Association survey of local government officials' views on Homeland Security -- conducted just before Hurricane Katrina.  We are investigating a place on the agenda for an overview of this survey.

(5)  FEMA & DHS:

CNN "The Situation Room with Wolf Blitzer."  "Brown Says Chertoff Should Lose His Job, Calls for FEMA To Be Removed From DHS."  March 2, 2006.

From the transcript:

Brown:  "We weren't prepared because FEMA had been marginalized over the previous two or three years. I had been screaming internally that the budget cuts, the personnel cuts, what they were doing within Homeland Security, was in effect marginalizing FEMA. And I predicted that at some point -- in a very specific memo to both Tom Ridge and to Chertoff -- that at some point FEMA would fail. I just didn't expect to be in the middle of that failure." 

Blitzer: "So who deserves the blame for that failure?"

Brown: "I think it really belongs with the Department of Homeland Security. I really think that Tom Ridge and Michael Chertoff, because they had ample opportunity. If you go back and you read the 2003 letter to Ridge from me, and you read the 2004 and 2005 memos about our budget, in every single one of those, I keep repeating FEMA is going to fail because of these actions."....

Jean Meserve:  "Should he [DHS Secretary Michael Chertoff] lose his job?"

Brown: "Well, I think so."....

Meserve: "Do you think that the public knows yet the full story of what happened with Katrina?"

Brown: "No, they don't. Because what they don't -- everyone's focused on Katrina, and Katrina is just the symptom of a much more serious problem within the Department of Homeland Security. And that is what is the role of FEMA and how do we maintain relationships and partnerships with state and local governments so we can do our job?"....

Meserve: "Well, but it comes down to life and death. And what people want to know is why people died in that city. And can you explain why that happened, why there wasn't a grasp that that was happening. Why you were sending and receiving e-mails about your clothing?" 

BROWN: "Well, before I talk about the clothing e-mails, let's go back to about how and why people died because I think there is blame for everyone in that regard. There are reports -- and I did. I actually called the president on Saturday and said Mr. President, I want you to call Nagin and Blanco, and as the president, order them to do a mandatory evacuation. Because there were going to be people who could not evacuate or would not evacuate.  And I think the mayor bears some responsibility. I mean, I've heard him testify about, you know, I couldn't get drivers. You know, get cops in there, get firefighters in there, get public works people in there to drive busses. I don't care if they don't have a commercial driver's license, drive them and get those people out of there."....

Blitzer:  "...an independent commission. Is that a good idea?"

Brown: "I don't think it's necessary.'

Blitzer: "Well, how would the American public going to know the truth then?"

Brown: "Wolf, it's so simple. They need to look at how Homeland Security is operating, what's happened to FEMA. And if they will have the guts to pull FEMA out and say, you know, we made a mistake and this is not going work, and restore FEMA to its ways of doing business with its budget, that will fix the problem."

Blitzer: "In other words, take it out of the Department of Homeland Security."

Brown: "Absolutely."....

Blitzer: "....Clarify the whole sort of attack on you, the ridicule of those e-mails that came out, that you were getting memos, while people were dying, they were saying one day maybe you should wear the blue shirt not the red shirt -- you know, your attire. Because that made you sound so vain and ridiculous."

Brown: "It did.... But in all seriousness, my father-in-law was a surgeon, and I've represented a lot of doctors, and they've always talked to me about their sense of humor in the middle of doing some critical operation, an open-heart surgery with an individual's heart in their hands, and making jokes about let's go play basketball. And the purpose of that is to bring some levity into a very serious situation.

And all I was trying to do was inject a little humor into my staff that was working 24 hours a day, and just, they were exhausted, and you try to bring a little humor into the situation to encourage them to keep fighting and going forward."

Meserve: "But you also wrote a memo to Secretary Chertoff just a couple of hours after landfall, about disaster officials, and you said to him, part of their purpose is to convey a positive image of disaster operations to government officials."

Brown: "That has been taken totally out of context, which frustrates the heck out of me....that message was to get what we have -- what we call community relations specialists. Those are people that go out into the field to find disaster victims that -- not in New Orleans, but let's say in rural areas, where they don't have communications, to give them the information about how to get registered, and we need to make certain that they do a have a positive image, that they're there to help, that they are working in a positive way."

Borenstein, Seth.  "Brown Shouldn't Be Administration's Scapegoat, Experts Say."  Knight Ridder Newspapers, March 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/politics/14002914.htm 

Borenstein, Seth.  "Who's To Blame?  Disaster Experts Weigh In."  Knight Ridder, March 3, 2006. 

[Note:  In this follow-on piece I could not link to, Borenstein quotes from Dennis Mileti, former director of the Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder and editor of "Disasters by Design,"

to the effect:  "In the Clinton administration, FEMA rose to be the envy of the world. ... When this administration stepped in, I would say they fundamentally dissected, disassembled FEMA ..."  

Amongst others quoted from is Kate Hale:  "...Dade County (Florida) emergency management chief during 1992's Hurricane Andrew:  "Obviously there was an inappropriate placement of emergency management into Homeland Security ... which was a throwback to the `80s and `90s when FEMA didn't work. During the eight years or so that the system that James Lee Witt put together survived, there were no major problems. But what you had was a president working one-on-one with a professional emergency manager who had authority and had resources. And the system served this nation very well."] 

Carlson, Margaret.  "W Was Right - Brownie Did One Heckuva Job."

Bloomberg, March 3, 2006, Accessed at:

http://quote.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=10000039&cid=carlson&sid=auW78vZgrPVU# 
CNN.com.  "Ex-FEMA Chief:  Chertoff Should Be Fired."  March 3, 2006.

Accessed at:  http://www.cnn.com/2006/POLITICS/03/02/katrina.brown/
Jordan, Lara Jakes.  "FEMA Chief Struggling to Hire More Staff."

Associated Press, March 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20060302/ap_on_go_ot/katrina_washington
Reuters.  "Former FEMA Chief Says Video Vindicates Him."  March 2, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://today.reuters.com/news/articleinvesting.aspx?type=bondsNews&storyid=URI:urn:newsml:reuters.com:20060302:MTFH08914_2006-03-02_22-56-54_N02512934:1  
(6)  FOOD EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN TEMPLATE:

National Association of State Departments of Agriculture.  Emergency Response Plan Food Emergency Template, Version 1.0.  SES, Inc., February 9, 2006, 89 pages.  Accessed at: http://www2.nasda.org/NR/rdonlyres/2EC4F1B6-9732-4187-8A1D-7024C6818CBE/858/NASDAFoodPlanTemplate020906.pdf 
(7)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Eilperin, Juliet.  "Antarctic Ice Sheet Is Melting Rapidly - New Study Warns of Rising Sea Levels."  Washington Post, March 3, 2006.  Accessed

at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/02/AR2006030201712.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
(8)  GAO REPORT ON MAJOR EMERGENCY INCIDENTS:

Government Accountability Office.  Emergency Preparedness and Response - Some Issues and Challenges Associated with Major Emergency Incidents:

Statement of William O. Jenkins, Jr., Director Homeland Security and Justice Issues; Testimony before the Little Hoover Commission, State of California.  Washington, DC:  GAO (GAO-06-467T), 22 pages, February 23, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06467t.pdf
(9)  HAZARD & DISASTER FILM AND VIDEO ANNOTATION PROJECT:

Received from Richard T. Weber, Ohio Emergency Management Agency, a new draft of this annotation of hazard and disaster related films and videos, containing four new entries.  Forwarded this 108-page document to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses, Books, Materials section -- to replace the earlier draft.  Should be accessible shortly -- dated March 2, 2006.

(10)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Arnone, Michael.  "DHS' Broderick Resigns."  Federal Computer Week, March 2, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.fcw.com/article92491-03-02-06-Web
Strohm, Chris.  "State Officials Seek Funds for Emergency Communications."  Government Executive Magazine, March 2, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33496&dcn=e_gvet
(11)  KATRINA:

Baker, Peter and Spencer S. Hsu.  "Katrina Video Refuels Debate Over Response."  Washington Post, March 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/02/AR200603 0202130_pf.html 
Robinson, Eugene.  "This Is Fully Prepared?"  Washington Post, March 3, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/02/AR2006030201210.html     
Washington Examiner (Editorial).  "Bursting the Bureaucratic Bubble."

March 3, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.dcexaminer.com/articles/2006/03/03/opinion/editorial/04sedit03bubble.txt 
White House.  "Setting the Record Straight:  The August 28th Hurricane Katrina Videoconference."  Press Release, March 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/03/20060302-17.html
(12)  NATIONAL ACADEMY OF ENGINEERING FACT SHEETS ON TERRORIST ATTACKS:

http://www.nae.edu/NAE/pubundcom.nsf/weblinks/CGOZ-642P3W?OpenDocument  

"The National Academies has prepared, in cooperation with the Department of Homeland Security, fact sheets on four types of terrorist attacks.  Drawing on our many reviewed publications, the expertise of our members, and the knowledge of other esteemed authorities, the fact sheets provide reliable, objective information. 

They were designed primarily for reporters as part of the project News and Terrorism: Communicating in a Crisis, though they will be helpful to anyone looking for a clear explanation of the fundamentals of science, engineering, and health related to such attacks. 

These fact sheets are a product of the National Research Council Division on Earth and Life Studies. 

Biological Attack (pdf file, 162 KB)

Where do biological agents originate?

What's the difference between "infectious" and "contagious"?

How long after exposure will symptoms appear?

Chemical Attack (pdf file, 92 KB)

What are the different origins of toxic chemicals that could be used?

How do chemical toxicities vary?

What are the practical steps to take if there's a chemical release?

Nuclear Attack (pdf file, 112 KB)

What is radioactive fallout, and how is it dangerous?

What are the short term and long term effects of radiation exposure?

What is the likely size of a nuclear explosion from an attack by terrorists?

Radiological Attack (pdf file, 94 KB)

What are radiological dispersal devices, a.k.a. "dirty bombs"?

How are they different from nuclear bombs?

What are their physical and psychological health effects? 

(13)  SOUTHWEST TENNESSEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE -- DEVELOPING HOMELAND SECURITY CERTIFICATE:

Based on information received from Tracy G. DeWitt, Business Department at STCC, the Project Assistant drafted for posting to the "Programs Under Development" section of "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website, a description of a new program currently under development at Southwest Tennessee Community College in Memphis, TN -- a Technical Certificate of Credit for Homeland Security.  Scheduled to begin this coming Fall Semester, courses will include:

Introduction to Homeland Security

Legal Aspects of Homeland Security

Survey of Information Security

Organizational Behavior

Homeland Security Assessment.

For additional information consult the description of this program which will be posted to the website shortly, or contact Tracy G. DeWitt at: tdewitt@southwest.tn.edu 
(14)  WAR ON TERROR:

Ballen, Kenneth.  "War on Terror Needs More Humanitarian Efforts."

Christian Science Monitor, March 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0302/p09s01-coop.htm
(15)  WESTERN IOWA TECH COMMUNITY COLLEGE -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM APPROVED:

Received email from Steve Ebsen, Chair of the Public Services Department at WITC to the effect that... "It is now official. Western Iowa Tech Community College officially will be offering a 2 year Associate of Applied Science Degree in Emergency & Disaster Management - starting in August of 2006.  We have been officially approved by the institution and the state Department of Education."  Amongst the courses to be offered

are:

Principles of Emergency Management

Developing Emergency Management Skills

Emergency Planning

Special Populations in Disaster

Emergency/Disaster Response and Recovery Incident Management Systems Terrorism Response Exercise Planning

Provided was a PDF brochure on the program which will be used to draft a description of this new program for upload to "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website -- which includes a broader listing of future course offerings.  Until then, for more information, Steve Ebsen can be reached at:  Ebsens@witcc.edu 
B. Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, N-430

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
* To subscribe to the Hi Ed Activity Reports go to the Higher Education Project homepage at http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/.   Scroll to the fourth paragraph and click on the link to send a blank e-mail to our list server. You do not need to enter any information on the Subject line or in the Message area.  If you want to remove yourself from this mailing list, you can send a blank email to leave-emi-hi-ed-reports-205686A@lyris.fema.gov or visit: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/
If you are unsubscribing from a different email address than the one you originally subscribed with, send your email to lyris@lyris.fema.gov and include the next line of text in the subject line of your message:

Unsubscribe emi-hi-ed-reports Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov 
.

“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

