March 29, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BROWN/FEMA/DHS:

From DHS Daily Brief:  "Brown Says He Had Requested Chertoff's New FEMA

Reforms For Two Years.   Former FEMA director Michael Brown was the

guest on Comedy Central's Colbert Report (3/28) where he discussed FEMA's response to Hurricane Katrina and the agency's current condition.  

Brown appeared to want to play along with Colbert, but was asked a number of insulting questions about his performance during the response to Katrina. Colbert asked, "Who is the one person you should blame? Are you blaming Chertoff?" Brown: "I'd like too." Colbert: "Why is it Homeland Security's problem?" Brown: "Because Homeland Security has become too much of a bureaucracy. It's too big. It's not nimble. It can't move fast enough. FEMA is only 2500 people, and we can move on a dime." Colbert: "And what dime were you standing on during the hurricane?" Brown: "A dime that wasn't moving. It was glued to the ground, that I couldn't make move." Later, Colbert asked, "What changes have been made to improve FEMA's response?" Brown: "Zero." Colbert: "You're gone, right?" Brown: "Yes." Colbert: "That's nothing?" Brown:

"It hasn't improved anything. All of the problems that I talked about for two years trying to fix FEMA that I couldn't get DHS to get me the money for and personnel for is still there. And now Secretary Chertoff says we have to fix FEMA, so let's add 1500 people to FEMA and give them more money in their budget. Well, duh, that's what I was trying to do for over two years." Colbert: "You know, you're right. I apologize. Heck of a job, Brownie.""

Lester, Andrew W.  "Tapes Show Brown As A Victim Of Politics."  Albany Times Union, March 29, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.timesunion.com/AspStories/story.asp?storyID=465899  [Note:

Andrew Lester is Michael Brown's personal attorney.]

(2)  EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING:

Talked with John Lindsay, Director of the Disaster Management Program at Brandon University in Canada, about drafting a case study on Brandon's experience with their "Field-Based Practicum" requirement within the BSc or BA in Applied Disaster and Emergency Services Program.  This program is a bit different from internships and service learning.  Students work for a semester on a project with a public or private sector organization (for 3 credit hours), normally during the summer, and the following semester (for another 3 credit hours) draft a report on their project and experience.  As noted in this Activity Report before we believe that experience is one of the three essential requirements in the making of a professional emergency manager -- education, training, and experience.  We also advocate that every school with an emergency management program -- certainly one with a class-room based program attracting traditional college students -- should incorporate one or more forms of "experiential learning" in its program.

The case study paper that John Lindsay has agreed to draft will be uploaded to the "Experiential Learning" tab on the EM HiEd Project homepage -- under a new sub-tab on "Field-Based Practicums."

(3)  PREPAREDNESS:

Alford, Jeremy.  "After Hard Lessons, A New Game Plan For Hurricane Seasons."  New York Times, March 29, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/03/29/national/nationalspecial/29hurricane.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
[Excerpt:  "Federal and state emergency officials promised a different approach on Tuesday to the coming hurricane season, saying they would no longer use 'last resort' shelters like the Superdome to house displaced residents. Instead, they said, they will put into effect a better system of communication and evacuation to get residents away from the path of a storm."] 

Kimbrell, Sonya.  "Agencies Plan Next Evacuation - FEMA Says You Can't Take Trailer With You."  Baton Rouge Advocate, March 29, 2006.  Accessed

at:  http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/2539931.html
Randolph, Ned.  "New Orleans To Be Emptied For Next Storm."  Reuters, March 29, 2006.  Accessed at: http://today.reuters.co.uk/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=worldNews&storyID=2006-03-29T001304Z_01_N28183128_RTRUKOC_0_UK-HURRICANES-EVACUATIONS.xml&archived=False 
(4)  TERRORISM:

Strohm, Chris.  "White House, Congress Urged to Step Up Efforts to Prevent Nuclear Attack."  Government Executive, March 28, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33711&dcn=e_gvet
Quote from former NJ Governor Thomas Kean, who co-chaired 9/11

Commission:  "...we still do not have a maximum effort against what everybody agrees is the most urgent threat to the American people..."

[BWB note:  I for one am not part of that "everyone agrees" statement -- what bit of intelligence did this grow out of? -- what national risk/threat assessment (not one by the way that just looks at terrorism threats and risks, but looks at the full range of natural, technological and intentional -- including a pandemic, a New Madrid or "The Big One"

California earthquake, and a Katrina-like repeat).  Would like to see a probability analysis that includes a significant meteor hit (which, after all, has happened many times in the planet's past) as well as the Dirty (nuclear material) Bomb attack referenced in this article.  Then there is the other subject of effect -- as in the effect (vulnerability or impact analysis) of a dirty bomb compared to the effects of many other hazards/threats.

(5)  UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND UNIVERSITY COLLEGE:

Talked with Steve Carter with the Fire Science Bachelor of Science Degree Program at UMUC, who notes that UMUC has just started an investigation of the development of an Emergency Management BSc Degree -- wanted additional information on the June EM HiEd Conference and advice on whether to seek to attend (Yes).  For additional information Steve Carter can be reached at:  240-582-2780.
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