March 21, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CASE STUDIES IN CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Reviewed 1st draft of Chapter 9, "International Disaster Management," by book developer, George Haddow, George Washington University, and provided review comments -- small edit stuff.  From chapter Introduction:

"The capacity to respond to large disasters achieved by individual nations can been linked to several factors, including propensity for disaster, local and regional economic resources, organization of government, and availability of technological, academic and human resources.  However, it is becoming increasingly common that the response ability of individual nations is insufficient in the face of large-scale disaster, and outside assistance must be called upon.  The greatest incidence of natural disasters occurs within developing countries, with 90% of disaster-related injuries and deaths sustained in countries with per-capita income levels that are below $760 per year.  Despite the fact that disaster preparedness and mitigation are widely accepted by international development agencies to be integral components in the overall development process, it comes as no surprise that countries ranking lower on development indices have placed disaster management very low in budgetary priority.  These nations' resources tend to be focused on more socially demanded interests like education and base infrastructure, or on their military,  instead of on projects that serve a preparatory or mitigative need, such as retrofitting structures with hazard-resistant construction." 

(2)  CHERTOFF:

Milbank, Dana.  "A 'Unified Command Structure' In Search of a Leader." Washington Post, March 21, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/20/AR2006032001512.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
(3)  DISASTERS (AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT) AS GROWTH BUSINESS:

Contra Costa Times (CA, Editorial).  "Levees Need Help Now," March 21, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.contracostatimes.com/mld/cctimes/news/opinion/14149227.htm.

[Notes Governor Schwarzenegger's attempt to get DHS Secretary Chertoff to work with California now with resources aimed at trying to prevent a disaster from happening -- a pay me now or pay me much, much more later kind of thing.  According to the article "Chertoff made no such pledge of funds," but did promise that when the levees break to "stand shoulder to shoulder with you."]

Reuters.   "US Northeast Due For Major Hurricane:  AccuWeather."  March 20, 2006.  Accessed at: http://today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=domesticNews&storyID=2006-03-20T180403Z_01_N20258722_RTRUKOC_0_US-WEATHER-HURRICANE-ACCUWEATHER.xml&archived=False 
Wood, Daniel.  "California Mired In Its Own Levee Crisis."  Christian Science Monitor, March 21, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0321/p03s02-sten.htm
[Reporter notes that proposals to improve California's deteriorating levee system are "mired in partisan politicking," that the biggest "state of emergency" in California "may be with the political system itself," and laments an apparent inability "to rise out of a 'politics first' mind set..."  Goes on to note that "The threat of levee failure in northern California is immediate and widespread," and that "A collapse of the levees near Sacramento would likely result in a catastrophe far greater than Katrina.  If levees near San Francisco Bay failed, you could see a shut-off of water to southern California.  It would certainly go down as one of the greatest catastrophes in US history."  In that this type of situation is not, by any stretch of the imagination, unique to California, but exists nationwide, this is just one more reason disaster losses in the US continue to rise, and will continue doing so -- thus disasters and emergency management as a growth business.] 

(4)  DISASTERS, DISCIPLINE, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Reviewed 1st draft of chapter on "Geography's Contributions to Understanding Hazards and Disasters," by Dr. James Kendra, Emergency Administration and Planning Program, University of North Texas, and provided review comments to lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, also of UNT.  From abstract:

"Geography has a many-decades long record of research and practical application in understanding and managing hazard and disaster. This chapter reviews some the major points of geographic connection to these areas. It examines some of the earlier conceptions of geography's interest in human-environment interactions and discusses shifts in understanding the nature of hazard, including recent emphasis on vulnerability. The chapter notes some possible future directions and research needs from across the social sciences, and concludes by arguing that changing and elusive hazards create a need for continued robust research." 

Also reviewed 3rd draft of chapter on "Meteorology and Emergency Management" by Kent M. McGregor, Associate Professor, Department of Geography, UNT and provided review comments to Dr. McEntire.  From abstract:

"The science of meteorology is deeply intertwined with the process of emergency management. Weather phenomena are the cause of many disaster events such as tornadoes and hurricanes and a factor in many others.  Weather can also affect the way assistance is provided during or after an emergency.  Since time to prepare is vital, much of meteorology is concerned with forecasting and issuing.  This paper addresses the role of meteorology in tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, droughts, heat waves, wildfires and blizzards. The basic meteorological processes causing such disasters are discussed and selected examples are included from both the U.S. and other parts of the world.  Finally, the future poses its own special brand of weather hazards due to the uncertainties and scale of global warming and consequent changes in global climate patterns." 

Forwarded both chapters to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses, Books section -- where they should be accessible shortly.

(5)  FEDERAL AND STATE/LOCAL ROLES IN DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND

RESPONSE:

Konigsmark, Anne Rochell and Mimi Hall.  "New Orleans Lacks Emergency Shelter as Storm Season Nears."  USA Today, March 21, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20060321/a_evacuate21.art.htm
Strohm, Chris.  "Chertoff Vows Feds Won't Supersede Local Responders."

Government Executive, March 20, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33640&dcn=e_gvet
[Interesting contrast between the Konigsmark and Strohm articles.  The Strom article is quoting DHS Secretary Chertoff on his reaction to the concerns that many States and locals have about a  Federals take charge attitude they sense in Washington.  The Konigsmark article is about State and local officials in Louisiana and New Orleans complaining about DHS not taking charge and fixing their preparedness problems (for the next hurricane).  Terry Ebert, the Director of Homeland Security in New Orleans, arguably before Katrina the worst prepared city in the country (and his job was to get it prepared), has written Secretary Chertoff and Acting FEMA Director Paulison, stating that neither New Orleans nor Louisiana will be able to evacuate or shelter it's residents this hurricane season -- wants the feds to take on the mission -- and is critical of them for not jumping right on it.]

(6)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Chertoff, Michael.  "Remarks by Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff at the Heritage Foundation:  Charting a Path Forward." Washington, DC:  Heritage Foundation, March 20, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/display?content=5492
Jordan, Lara Jakes.  "Chertoff to Focus on Chemical Plant Safety." Associated Press, March 21, 2006.  Accessed at: http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20060321/ap_on_go_ca_st_pe/chemical_plant_security;_ylt=AjIIBBtCWYmxLjNUMGADuBZp24cA;_ylu=X3oDMTA5aHJvMDdwBHNlYwN5bmNhdA-- 
(7)  KATRINA:

Moller, Jan.  "State Emergency Agency Gives Itself High Marks - It Faults Feds, Parishes, Seeks Staff, Money."  New Orleans Times Picayune, March 21, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/news-3/114292544990780.xml?nola 
(8)  PREPAREDNESS:

Ratcliffe, R. G.  "Perry Orders Evacuation Plan - Contra flow Highways, Available Fuel and Special Needs are to be Addressed."  Houston Chronicle, March 21, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/3737014.html
(9)  WAR ON TERROR:

Pipes, Daniel.  "White House Nonchalance."  Jewish World Review, March 21, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.jewishworldreview.com/0306/pipes2006_03_21.php3
(10)  WHY GOOD STATE-LEVEL LAND USE PLANNING REQUIREMENTS AND BUILDING CODES ARE NEEDED:

Associated Press.  "New Orleans Mayor Backs Building Plan."  March 21, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/03/20/AR2006032001695.html 
[Whereas Mayor Nagin's Katrina recovery commission has recommended that some of the highest risk flooded neighborhoods be replaced with parks and that, according to the article, "the city take a go-slow attitude in rebuilding low-lying areas," the Mayor, who is running for reelection, has distanced himself from that plan and yesterday offered to let residents rebuild anywhere they wanted -- but at their own risk.]
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