March 17-20, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DHS & FEMA:

Strohm, Chris.  "Gambling On Reorganization" [DHS].  Government Executive Magazine, March 20, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0306/032006ol.htm
(2)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Hotz, Robert Lee.  "Storm Intensity Tied To Warming Of Sea Surfaces."

Los Angeles Times, March 17, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-sci-hurricanes17mar17,1,2650570.story?coll=la-headlines-nation 
KITV-TV.  "State Admits It Did Not Inspect Breached Dam" [Hawaii; 7 Deaths].  March 16, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.thehawaiichannel.com/news/8074664/detail.html
[The point of putting this "already-happened" event (as well as the next

item) into this category is that such inattention to hazards in such arenas as inspection of dams, levees, construction, building code enforcement goes on all the time around much of the country -- just one of many reasons why disasters will continue to be an out-of-control growth business into the indefinite future.]

Lindlaw, Scott.  "Homeowners Willing To Gamble - In California, Many Skip Quake Insurance, Hope For The Best."  Associated Press, March 19, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/business/3732395.html [Notes that 86% of California homeowners do not have earthquake insurance -- doubt this changes much in foreseeable future -- at least in positive direction.]

Martin, Greg.  "Should We Rebuild On Coast? -- Rush on to Rebuild in Hurricane Hazard Zone."  Charlotte Sun-Herald (FL), March 20, 2006.  

Accessed at: http://www.sun-herald.com/NewsArchive2/032006/tp1ch6.htm?date=032006&story=tp1ch6.htm  [Answer, of course, is no -- at least not in unsafe ways and in highly vulnerable locations.  But people will -- all developers have to do is outwait momentary increased interest in hurricane safety.]

Ostrom, Mary Anne and Aaron C. Davis.  "Security Secretary Hedges On Delta Levee Repair Funds."  San Jose Mercury News, March 18, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/politics/14130351.htm
San Jose Mercury News (Editorial).  "Fragile Levee System Deserves Federal Aid."  March 17, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/opinion/14121721.htm
Wheeler, Larry.  "Coastal Growth Spells Disaster - Shoreline Development Creates Worsening Crisis."  Fort Myers News Press (FL), March 20, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.news-press.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060320/WEATHER01/603200358/1075  [1st paragraph of article - product of three month Gannett News Service examination:  "More disasters of Hurricane Katrina-proportions are certain because the United States has no policy to control growth in danger zones at the water's edge."  This is one of the reasons why emergency management college students are getting jobs and will continue to get jobs -- future disaster business will be booming -- thus "a growth business" and job security.]

(3)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

March 17, 2006 -- Reviewed and approved 4th and final draft of the introductory chapter, "The Importance of Multi- and Inter-Disciplinary Research on Disasters and for Emergency Management," by book editor and developer, Dr. David A. McEntire, Emergency Administration and Planning Program, University of North Texas.  Forwarded material to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project website to replace the previous draft.

March 20, 2006 -- Reviewed and approved 3rd draft of chapter n "U.S.

Disaster Policy and Management in an Era of Homeland Security," By Dr.

Richard T. Sylves, Department of Political Science, University of Delaware.  Forwarded to EMI Webmaster to upload to the Project website where it should be accessible shortly.  Abstract:  

"Using the tools of policy analysis, presidency studies, and public management research, this study provides an overview of post 9/11 presidential homeland security directives, altered presidential disaster declaration powers, and revisions in the National Response Plan and the National Incident Management System. Since 9/11, the president, aided by a host of federal officials, has largely established and steered homeland security policy. Congress has provided disaster managers new authority, new responsibilities, and regular infusions of funding for purposes set forth in law and policy. Homeland security policy makers have engaged in massive government planning efforts aimed fundamentally at a broad pool of federal, state, and local disaster responders. This study maintains that changes in policy and management have been hugely consequential, both positively and negatively, for the nation's emergency management community." 

(4)  KATRINA:  

Government Accountability Office.  Agency Management of Contractors Responding to Hurricanes and Katrina and Rita.  Washington, DC:  GAO (GAO-06-461R), March 16, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06461r.pdf
Mandel, Jenny.  "Report:  Poor Planning Hurt Hurricane Contracting."

Government Executive, March 17, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33632&dcn=e_gvet
Newsweek.  "Katrina:  The 'Scapegoat'."  March 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/11902206/site/newsweek/
Steele, LTCOL. Rich.  "Anatomy Of A Disaster - Letter to the Editor by Lt. General Russel Honore's/1st U.S. Army Public Affairs Officer."  U.S. News & World Report, March 27, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.usnews.com/usnews/letters/articles/060327/27lett.htm
[Counters Phil Parr Congressional testimony that General Honore stopped the Superdome evacuation plan put together by Parr and Louisiana National Guard officers at the Superdome.]

(5)  LACK OF SALIENCE PROBLEM:

Chandler, Kim.  "Official Says Katrina's Lessons Should've Been Learned Before - Planning, Response to 1992's Hurricane Andrew Raised Questions."  Birmingham News (AL), March 20, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.al.com/news/birminghamnews/index.ssf?/base/news/114285008871400.xml&coll=2 
[Article based on Bruce Baughman's testimony before Collins/ Lieberman Senate Committee investigating Katrina response and interview with reporter.  Baughman is Director of Alabama Emergency Management Agency, President of National Emergency Management Association, and retired career FEMA employee who was Director of Operations for over 100 Residentially declared disasters.  A number of points he makes relate to the lack of salience or priority of emergency management in government.

"The nation's emergency management officials feel somewhat like Bill Murray's character in the movie 'Groundhog Day,' who must live the same day over and over again....'Instead of waking up to the same song and dance every day, we are waking to the same findings and recommendations that we heard after Andrew'."  A primary reason why, of course, is that the necessary funding to do something about lessons observed, to make planning operational, is rarely sufficient -- owing to lack of emergency management salience in top layers of government at all levels.  Don't see that changing until, perhaps, after a series of Katrina-like events, or until after the ever-increasing level of disaster loss background noise gets a bit louder.]

(6)  TERRORISM THREATS:

Miller, Ken.  "Power Generation Sector Least Prepared For Attack."

Denver Business Journal, March 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.bizjournals.com/denver/stories/2006/03/13/focus2.html
(7)  WAR ON TERROR:

Shanker, Thom.  "U.S. Study on Fighting Terrorism Finds Flaws."  New York Times, March 17, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/03/17/news/forces.php
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

