March 14, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  ADELPHI UNIVERSITY OF LONG ISLAND -- NEW EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT GRADUATE CERTIFICATE:

Have received news from Richard Rotanz, Commissioner of Emergency Management, Nassau County NY, that he has worked with faculty at Adelphi University to develop and implement a graduate Emergency Management Certificate Program.  Courses include:

Introduction to Emergency Management

Health Management In Times of Disaster

Planning and Coordination

Business Continuity Planning

Social and Organizational Preparedness and Response Leadership in Emergency Management Emergency Management Law Emergency Response Functional Roles for Disaster Management

The point of contact for this new program is John Vetter, Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology and Sociology -- vetter@adelphi.edu.  Additional information can be accessed at the Emergency Management Program's website at Adelphi -- http://academics.adelphi.edu/artsci/emgmgt/
(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER ED.

CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Communicated with Dr. Carmine Scavo, Associate Professor, MPA Program Director, and Coordinator of the Graduate Certificate in Security Studies at Eastern Carolina University -- on his delivering a presentation on a pre-Katrina International City/County Managers Association survey of local government managers views on homeland security.  Added this report on the results of that survey to the June 7th, 1st round of breakout sessions -- session on Reports, Papers and Initiatives.  For additional information, Dr. Scavo can be reached at: SCAVOC@ecu.edu 
Talked with Dr. Jennifer Wilson, Co-Director of the Emergency Management Program at North Dakota State University, about the issue of two micro-purchase work orders to her in support of the conference -- One to work with conference presenters to put together a post-conference electronic book on Catastrophe Readiness and Response based upon presentations at the conference, and a 2nd to repeat the videotaped interviews conducted at the last EM HiEd Conference by faculty and students from NDSU.  These taped NDSU designed and managed Q&A interviews with conference participants were put onto DVDs and are, I am told (by the rate they are going out the door) quite popular.

Communicated with Dr. Dean Larson, Purdue University, about adding to the Reports Breakout Session on the 3rd day, a report on the "Purdue Homeland Security Institute's Inter-Disciplinary Area of Specialization," to be delivered by Dr. Sandy Amass, Deputy Director of the Purdue Homeland Security Institute.  For additional information, Dr.

Larson can be reached at:  drlarson@jorsm.com 
(3)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING -- COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received for review from lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, Louisiana State University, 1st draft of Session 5 (2 hours), "Distribution of Geospatial Data in the Public Environment" (17 pages), 22 pages of supporting Power Points, 1 16-page supporting handout on "Guidelines for Providing Appropriate Access to Geospatial Data in Response to Security Concerns" (National Spatial Data Infrastructure), a 3-page handout on "Geospatial Metadata," and a 9-page "Metadata Quick Guide" handout.  

(4)  KATRINA AND MILITARY RESPONSE:

Gilmore, Gerry J.  "McHale:  DoD Acted Quickly to Provide Post-Katrina Support."  DefenseLINK News, March 13, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2006/20060313_4477.html
[Excerpt:  "Commenting on observations about confusion between state and federal authorities during the response to Katrina, McHale pointed to the intricacies of the dual-command structure that exists between the state governors that command their Guard forces and the federal government.’It's the Constitution of the United States,' McHale explained. 'It's the recognized authority both of the national government and of the state governments, creating a dual chain of command." Federalization of the National Guard is a presidential prerogative, but McHale believes such an action shouldn't be taken unless in the most dire circumstances. "We retain that option when required, but we should not lightly execute it,' he said.’When possible, we should preserve the command authorities of the governor (and) certainly respect the constitutional authorities of the president of the United States.' 

Perhaps the best compromise in natural disaster situations like Katrina, McHale said, is 'to preserve the two chains of command while insisting upon unity of effort through coordination'.']

(5)  NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM:

Jordan, Lara Jakes.  "Many Homeowners Lacking Flood Insurance."

Associated Press, March 13, 2006.  Accessed at: 
http://www.nola.com/newsflash/topstories/index.ssf?/base/politics-3/1142260179321880.xml&storylist=topstories 
Swindell, Bill.  "Panel to Consider Bill Revamping Federal Flood Insurance Program."  Congress Daily, March 13, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33597&dcn=e_gvet
(6)  PANDEMIC:

USA Today.  "Avian Flu Vaccine To Have 6-Month Lag."  March 14, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/life/20060314/bl_line14.art.htm
(7)  SOUTHWEST TENNESSEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE -- DEVELOPING HOMELAND SECURITY CERTIFICATE PROGRAM:

Talked with Mr. Tracy DeWitt, adjunct faculty at Southwest TN, indicating that a Homeland Security Certificate is under development with an anticipated implementation of Fall Semester 2006, offering 4 of anticipated 5 certificate courses.  Mr. DeWitt is currently developing the "Introduction to Homeland Security" course, and anticipates becoming the program's first director, following retirement from the Navy in a few months.  The formal proposal to allow the implementation of this program is to go this week to the Tennessee Board of Regents this week.  The curriculum is currently before the STCC Curriculum Committee.  For more information, Mr. DeWitt can be reached at:  TGDewitt@aol.com. 
(8)  WAR ON TERROR:

Pipes, Daniel.  "Sudden Jihad Syndrome."  Jewish World Review, March 14, 2006.  Accessed at: http://jewishworldreview.com/0306/pipes2006_03_14.php3
Quigley, Samantha L.  "Funding, Public Opinion Pose Challenges in War on Terrorism."  DefenseLINK News, March 14, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2006/20060314_4479.html
(9)  WESTERN WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, BELLINGHAM:

Received note today from Dr. Barbara Audley, Executive Director, Extended Education and Summer Programs at Western Washington University, to the effect that "...we are very happy to report that Western Washington University has received state funding to offer a new track called Emergency Planning and Hazards Mitigation in its Bachelor of Arts degree in Planning and Environmental Policy.  We will be searching for faculty shortly and hope to have the first faculty member on board for fall 2006.  Curricular approval has already been achieved.  The program addresses many of the core competencies identified at several Higher Education conferences.  We will begin the program on campus and look forward to delivery off-campus in the future.  Our certificate program continues on line and is complementary to the bachelor's program.

Fifteen credits from the certificate program can be applied to the degree program."

Congratulations are in order -- particularly for a program stressing planning and mitigation -- in a day when response topics seem to be running the federal hazards related bureaucracy.  For additional information, Dr. Audley can be reached at:  Barbara.Audley@wwu.edu 
Later on in the day received a phone call from local Bellingham, WA reporter, seeking to understand how to position this development in the national context -- thus talked about the increase in emergency management collegiate programs, the increase in disaster losses in the U.S., and projections that recently experienced economic disaster losses are expected to escalate in the future -- thus the need for more professional emergency management cadre in the future (with professional meaning educated, trained, and experienced).
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