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(1)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

March 8, 2006 -- Read:  Department of Homeland Security.  "Federal Preparedness Coordinator:  Concept Implementation Plan."  Washington, DC:  DHS, January 5, 2006, 41 pages.  

I have three problems with this new scheme -- setting up Federal Preparedness Coordinator and staff operations in each FEMA Regional Office:  (1) Structural, (2) Mission, (3) Bias. Setting up a parallel Preparedness Coordinator function within FEMA Regional offices raises high risk of creating confusion and friction -- as opposed to an alternative of increasing the priority given to preparedness.  More importantly, the document gives strong impression that preparedness is viewed solely from the point of view of disaster operations -- preparing to respond -- to clean up the mess.  There is no language in this document which makes one think that someone in a Federal Preparedness Coordinator position ought to also be thinking about how to help build disaster resistant communities, to increase hazard resilience, to decrease hazard vulnerability -- to focus on the crux of the catastrophe concern -- which should not merely be to do all that can be done to insure a more efficient and effective disaster/catastrophe response, but to try to prevent, reduce, or mitigate against the effects of catastrophe in the first place.  Doing so, one supposes, would be trying to link Preparedness to Mitigation and Prevention as opposed to just linking it to Response. It's the difference between "homeland security" as ambulances at the bottom of a cliff and "homeland security," as fences at the top, in addition to ambulances at the bottom of the cliff. Then there is the clear terrorism hazard priority bias.

We received the document here as a PDF file attachment.  Have searched in vain in attempt to find link on the DHS website for others to go to read.

(2)  FEMA & DHS:  

Cooper, Anderson.  "Transcripts, Anderson Cooper 360 Degrees...Interview With New York Senator Hillary Clinton and Mississippi Senator Trent Lott [on pulling FEMA from DHS]."  March 9, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0603/09/acd.01.html
(3)  HURRICANE KATRINA:

Selves, Michael D.  "Hurricane Katrina, Lessons Learned?  EIIP Virtual Forum Presentation, March 8, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.emforum.org/vforum/lc060308.htm
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