March 1, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HI ED CONF., JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Communicated with Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas and incorporated into the draft agenda an abstract description of the "Highly Vulnerable Populations and Catastrophe" June 6 afternoon breakout session which he developed.

Communicated with Ben Curran, FEMA Liaison to the National Voluntary Organizations Active id Disaster.  Ben tells me that two presenters are on-board for the "Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response -- Voluntary Organizations" Breakout Session -- Craig Nemitz, National Disaster Coordinator, America's Second Harvest; and Jerry Collins, National Disaster Coordinator, Catholic Charities USA.  Ben is working on arranging additional presenters. 


(2)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Government Accountability Office.  Homeland Security:  DHS Is Taking Steps to Enhance Security at Chemical Facilities, but Additional Authority Is Needed (GAO-06-150) Washington DC, January 2006, 86 pages. 

Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06150.pdf
(3)  INCIDENT COMMAND SYSTEM REPORT:

An activity report reader brought the following to my attention today:

Federal Highway Administration (DOT).  Simplified Guide to the Incident Command System for Transportation Professionals.  Washington DC:  FHWA Office of Operations, February 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/ics_guide/index.htm
(4)  KATRINA:

Neuman, Johanna.  "Red Cross Had Been Warned of Inefficiencies - Years Before Katrina, the Charity was Told its Huge Hierarchy Could Impair Relief Efforts."  Los Angeles Times, February 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/asection/la-na-redcross28feb28,1,1606570.story?coll=la-news-a_section 
Reuters.  "Bush:  Media Had More Details On Katrina Than Gov't."  March 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://today.reuters.com/News/newsArticle.aspx?type=politicsNews&storyID=2006-02-28T213858Z_01_N28171764_RTRUKOC_0_US-BUSH-KATRINA.xml 
Williams, Brian.  "Brown on Being Qualified to Run FEMA - Ex-FEMA Head Defends His Qualifications and Actions in Katrina's Aftermath."  ABC World News Tonight, February 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/11611386/
(5)  NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY (IL):

Patrick Crawford notes that he has been in communication with staff with the Northwestern Center for Public Safety, who are interested in investigating the development of emergency management and homeland security courses to add to their law enforcement oriented curriculum.  I noted that I thought it would be a good idea to encourage one or more Northwestern faculty and/or administrators to attend the June 6-8, 2006 HiEd Conference.

(6)  NOSTALGIA:

Shields, Gerard.  "Ex-FEMA Chief Witt Described As "Real Deal'."  Baton Rouge Advocate, March 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/2386971.html
(7)  PANDEMIC:

Wilson, Elaine.  "DoD Officials Prepare for Possible Pandemic."  Defense LINK News, March 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Mar2006/20060301_4353.html
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