June 28, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  ALAMO COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT, SAN ANTONIO, TX:

Talked with Dr. Don Wideman with Technical and Workforce Education section of the Advanced Technology Center at Alamo Community College District Headquarters.  Alamo is investigating the development of an Applied Associate of Science degree in Homeland Security as well as a Homeland Security Certificate, and is looking for information to assist in this investigation.  Pointed to several places on the EM HiEd Project website that could assist as well as support such an investigation, and pointed him in the direction of others who ought to be able to communicate with him on the development of a homeland security program.  For additional information, Dr. Wideman can be reached at: dwideman@mail.accd.edu 
(2)  AMERICAN RED CROSS, KATRINA, CHANGE:

Associated Press.  "Red Cross Criticizes Itself Over Katrina."  June 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-Katrina-Red-Cross.html
(3)  CLASH OF CIVILIZATIONS:

Pipes, Daniel.  "How Muslims Think."  Jewish World Review, June 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://jewishworldreview.com/0606/pipes2006_06_28.php3
(4)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received, reviewed, approved, and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster, Dr. Kent M. McGregor's (University of North Texas, Dept. of Geography) revised chapter on "Weather and Emergency Management."  Abstract:

"The science of meteorology is deeply intertwined with the process of emergency management. Weather phenomena are the cause of many disaster events such as tornadoes and hurricanes and a factor in many others.

Weather can also affect the way assistance is provided during or after an emergency.  Since time to prepare is vital, much of meteorology is concerned with forecasting and issuing.  This paper addresses the role of meteorology in tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, droughts, heat waves, wildfires and blizzards. The basic meteorological processes causing such disasters are discussed and selected examples are included from both the U.S. and other parts of the world.  Finally, the future poses its own special brand of weather hazards due to the uncertainties and scale of global warming and consequent changes in global climate patterns." 

(5)  FEMA:  

New York Times (Editorial).  "The Disaster Without End," June 28, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/28/opinion/28Wed3.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
Palm Beach Post (Editorial).  "Get Scams 'R' Us FEMA Out of Bureaucracy."  June 28, 2006.  At: http://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/content/opinion/epaper/2006/06/28/m16a_FEMA_edit_0628.html 
(6)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Reviewed 1st draft of Session 14, "Utilizing Mapping and Modeling in Hazard Mitigation Planning and Land Use" and a Session Handout "A Community Profile of the Lower Ninth Ward Neighborhood:  A Case Study for Hazard Mitigation Strategies," both by Dr. John Pine, Chair of the Department of Geography and Anthropology at Louisiana State University, and lead developer of this upper division/graduate-level college course.

Provided review comments.  Forwarded draft session to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses tab -- Courses Under Development section -- where it should be accessible shortly.  Abstract:

"This session provides an examination of how mapping and modeling contribute to the goals of hazard mitigation and the reduction of community vulnerability to the adverse impacts of disasters.  The session builds on several other modules from Breaking the disaster Cycle: Future Directions in Natural Hazard Mitigation.  In this course, Dr. David Godschalk explains in detail the nature of hazard mitigation and many of the strategies that can used to reduce the vulnerability of communities.  The present session in this class builds on his work and examines the role of modeling and mapping within the hazard mitigation planning risk assessment process.   Godschalk explains two key elements

that are addressed in this session including the hazard mitigation planning risk assessment process and hazard mitigation strategies.  Students should leave this session with a clearer understanding of how to use the powerful tools of hazard modeling and the importance of communicating with others using maps.  A detailed look at hazard mitigation strategies and tools is reviewed with an emphasis of how mapping sciences and modeling contribute to the reduction of community vulnerability."  

Reviewed Session 5, "Distribution of Geospatial Data in the Public Environment" by course developer Dr. John Pine (and supporting material), provided review comments to Dr. Pine, and forwarded session materials (session, slides, readings) for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses section -- Courses Under Development subsection -- where it should be accessible soon.  Session Scope:

"Organizations are increasingly using the power of geographic information systems in planning, program assessment and support of business operations.  As a result, the distribution of geospatial data to partners in the emergency management system can provide access to critical business data for many organizations.  The distribution of this data can be a great asset to local agencies, and businesses but can also be a significant breach of security and confidentiality.  This session examines the uses and risks of the distribution of geospatial data and the basis of security concerns.  It will provide a framework for assessing the nature of the data and how to examine the security and confidentiality risks associated with the data." 

(7)  HAZARDS, VULNERABILITY AND RISK ANALYSIS PARTIAL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Reached agreement with Laurie Pearce of British Columbia, author of the Hazards, Vulnerability and Risk Analysis "Course Treatment" on the EM HiEd Project website, developing three stand-alone course sessions (thus significantly expanding on and modifying the material in the course treatment).

(8)  KATRINA REPORT:

Winston, Pamela, et al.  After Katrina:  Federalism After Hurricane Katrina - How Can Social Programs Respond to a Major Disaster? Washington DC:  The Urban Institute, June 2006 (24 pages).  Accessed at: http://www.urban.org/publications/311344.html
(9)  NEW NEW ZEALAND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COLLEGE PROGRAM:

Received correspondence from Steve Glassey, Chief Executive of the Emergency Management Academy on New Zealand informing us of the Academy's Executive Introduction to Emergency Management program, including two Emergency Management Certificates, offered in association with Tai Poutini Polytechnic, West Coast.  Forwarded the material provided to the Project Assistant for the production of a program description to be uploaded to the International Emergency/Disaster Management section of "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website.
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