June 27, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Reached agreement on the letting of micro purchase work orders for Dr. Thomas Mueller and Dr. Jamie Mitchem at California University of Pennsylvania, to develop and manage two one-half day "Survey of Geospatial Technology workshops on Monday June 4, 2007 -- similar to the GIS and Emergency Management and Homeland Security Workshops which took place at the most recent EM HiEd Conference. For additional information:

mitchem@cup.edu 
(2)  FEMA:

Lipton, Eric.  "'Breathtaking' Waste And Fraud In Hurricane Aid."  New York Times, June 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/27/washington/27katrina.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
Singer, Paul.  "FEMA Bulks Up On Supplies, Systems For Tracking Them."

National Journal, June 26, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0606/062606nj1.htm  [Excerpt: "Several state emergency-response officials applauded FEMA for these efforts but voiced lingering concern about whether any of it will make a difference.

'Do I think FEMA is as equipped and as talented and as service-oriented as they were three years ago? No. No way,' said Albert Ashwood, director of emergency management for Oklahoma and the incoming president of the National Emergency Management Association. He said that when FEMA was moved into the Department of Homeland Security, a layer of bureaucracy was added to the government's emergency-response system. The change has slowed assistance to states and diverted attention from fairly frequent storms and crises to once-in-a-lifetime catastrophes....'Alabama gets

$2.9 million a year to prepare for natural disasters," [Bruce] Baughman said [Director, AL OEM], "and $21 million to prepare for terrorism."

Terrorists have never struck the state, "but 30 times in the last 10 years we've been hit by natural disasters.'"]  

United Press International.  "Congress Puts Off FEMA Status Debate."

June 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.upi.com/SecurityTerrorism/view.php?StoryID=20060626-120044-1407r 
(3)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Struck, Doug.  "Earth's Climate Warming Abruptly, Scientist Says - Tropical-Zone Glaciers May Be at Risk of Melting."  Washington Post, June 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/26/AR2006062601237_pf.html 
(4)  HAZARD & DISASTER FILM AND VIDEO ANNOTATION AND DVD PROJECT:

Received from developer, Richard T. Weber for review a 94-page annotated bibliography of hazard and disaster related films and videos relevant to collegiate hazard, disaster and emergency management courses.  Dr. Weber noted that a DVD containing clips from an assortment of FEMA Mitigation Division videos is in the mail and should arrive shortly.  A request for a time extension was also received -- taking the project into August -- and was forwarded to Procurement Office for action with a recommendation to oblige.  Will forward the Annotated Bibliography to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Free College Courses, Books, Materials section -- where it should be accessible shortly.  For additional information, Dr. Weber can be reached at:

webco33@hotmail.com 
(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Center For Arms Control and Non-Proliferation.  Federal Funding for Biological Weapons Prevention and Defense, Fiscal Years 2001-2007. Washington, DC, June 2006, 18 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.armscontrolcenter.org/
Cohen, Richard.  "Terror Alert:  Severe Risk of Hype."  Washington Post, June 27, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/26/AR2006062600974.html 
Dizard, Wilson P. III.  "DHS Special Report - Integration Takes Root.

Government Computer News, June 26, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.gcn.com/print/25_17/41092-1.html  [Excerpt:  "One of the most timely and shrewd observations about DHS' ability to focus on upgrading its IT came from a vendor executive deeply engaged with the department.  'First on Chertoff's list is disaster preparedness,' the executive said.  'If we get another hurricane like Katrina, he will be finished.'  Chertoff has staked his career partly on the department's performance during hurricane season. 'The result of all these efforts [including technology upgrades] is that we're on a much more solid footing this year, and much more prepared as a nation than we've ever been to confront a major hurricane,' he told a recent press conference. At the same time, many initiatives are still being rolled out. For example, in the high-profile and much-discussed FEMA logistics upgrades, DHS has been able to deploy its Global Positioning System-enabled supply tracking system in only two of the agency's 10 regions: Region IV in Atlanta and Region VI in Fort Worth, Texas. And the underlying challenge that DHS continues to face is retaining key personnel. The strains of DHS' far-reaching responsibilities and the internal stresses that still plague the department since its creation continue to take their toll on personnel.  While DHS appears to be demonstrating genuine progress, and growing promise, on the IT front, the stakes are rising as well. A major failure in the current hurricane season could sweep away not only some of the department's fledgling systems, but more key personnel-and possibly Chertoff's Washington career as well."]

(6)  NATIONWIDE PLAN REVIEW, PHASE 2 REPORT. JUNE 2006:

Finished this DHS report over the weekend, and pursuant to a management solicitation, provided, today recommendations on a way forward.  Amongst points noted:

FEMA HQ no longer has even a single planner on staff working full-time on planning topics -- such as basic Emergency Response Plans, evacuation plans (or components, etc.).  Not that many years ago, prior to the incorporation of FEMA into DHS for example, there was an entire shop devoted to support of State and local planning -- after all, planning is one of the foundational building blocks of emergency management.  Now, not even one subject matter expert EOP planner at FEMA HQ.

EMI no longer has even a single trainer on staff whose full-time job is planning training -- that is a problem as well.

In the bad old days, when the Federal government realized that after many years the Feds were not getting the quantity and quality of basic Emergency Operations Plans felt to be necessary (for a nuclear attack threat and all the lesser hazards) -- after years and years of cajoling, mandating, providing technical assistance, development of guides and training, etc., the Defense Civil Preparedness Agency (or a predecessor) decided that to get there from here to there, it would have to put its money where its mouth was and fully-fund a planning position in every Sate Office of Emergency Management -- thus the creation of the Nuclear Civil Protection Planner position -- and eventually the creation of a planning community and a sense of "community" (which does not exist

today) via such tools as annual regional and national NCP Planner conferences (first at Battle Creek, MI, then, after FEMA was created, here at the Emergency Management Institute).

The reams of paper that were developed to support the above are no longer to be found -- such as the library shelf size compilation of Civil Preparedness Guides and Civil Preparedness Circulars, not to mention all the research reports that stood behind the guidance (those were the days when FEMA had a Research shop); and then there were the Crisis Relocation Planning guides, documents, plans, etc. Not one of any of this was referenced in the report noted above.  One would not get the impression that there is a 56-year history of emergency operations planning in the U.S.

(7)  PERIODICALS RECEIVED:

Continuity Insights, Vol.4, No.3, May/June 2006 (Bi-monthly publication of Communication Technologies, Inc., 301 S. Main Street, Suite 1 West, Doylestown, PA 18901; phone 215-230-9556; http://continuityinsights.com)

Homeland Security Funding Week (Helping Government and Business Track the Federal Funding Flow) No. 06-23, June 20, 2006.  (CD Publications, 8204 Fenton Street, Silver Spring, MD 20910; 301-588-6380; http://cdpublications.com)

(8)  POLITICS:

Sadler, Aaron.  "Beebe Touts Disaster Preparedness Plan."  Arkansas News Bureau, June 27, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.arkansasnews.com/archive/2006/06/27/News/336710.html  [Note:

It is not often that emergency management becomes an issue in State-level gubernatorial campaigns -- one of the candidates is making a point of proposing that all local emergency managers in the State be full-time and paid.]

(9)  PREPAREDNESS:

Arnone, Michael.  "Groups Call For Improved Cyber-COOP Preparedness."

Federal Computer Week, June 26, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.fcw.com/article95028-06-26-06-Web  [Excerpt:  "The United States is unprepared for a crippling natural or man-made disaster that would disable large parts of the nation's cyber infrastructure, according to a new report from a prominent business group. The report also states the nation lacks an adequate continuity-of-operations (COOP) plan for restoring the Internet."]

Hsu, Spencer S.  "Bush Orders Update of Emergency Alert System."

Washington Post, 27 June 2006.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/26/AR2006062601304.html 
Salmon, Jacqueline L. "Chapter Overhaul Adds To Red Cross Turmoil."

Washington Post, 27 June06.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/26/AR2006062601163.html 
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