June 26, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Broache, Anne.  "U.S. Unprepared For Net Meltdown, Blue Chips Warn."

News.com, June 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/cnet/CNET_2100-7348_3-6087470.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
Skoloff, Brian.  "Engineers Race To Fix Lake Okeechobee Dike Before Next Hurricane."  Associated Press, June 26, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/southflorida/sfl-0624lakeofix,0,1982605.story?coll=sfla-home-headlines 
(2) 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BODY OF KNOWLEDGE PROJECT:

Received from Carol Cwiak today an Excel spreadsheet of the top ten emergency management readings from her 2006 survey of the points of contact for emergency management programs at three levels as identified on the EM HiEd Project website -- Associate Level, Bachelors Level, and Graduate Level.  The survey results per level are identified in the report of this survey which has been uploaded to the "Body of Knowledge" tab on the EM HiEd Project homepage.  Forwarded the spreadsheet received today, which provides a combined top ten list, to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Body of Knowledge section, where it should be accessible shortly.  Currently investigating how best to continue this project in future years.

Also mulling over what, if anything, to do about small number of programs whose administrators/points-of-contact responded to Carol's survey to the effect that the respondent did not feel confident or knowledgeable enough to answer a survey about the top ten readings in emergency management, even if nothing more than listing top ten readings from the syllabi of emergency management courses taught within the program.  The thought has occurred that if an EM Program collegiate administrator or faculty member does not feel capable of answering such a question, then should the quality of the program come into question and should the program not be listed on The College List on the EM HiEd Project homepage?

(3)  EMER MGMT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

Received final, I think, roster of 271 conference participants and forwarded same for upload to the 2006 HiEd Conference tab on the EM HiEd Project website, where it should be accessible shortly.

(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Talked with Michael Selves, Director of the Johnston County (KS) Office of Emergency Management, and President-Elect of the International Association of Emergency Mangers, about participating again in the next EM HiEd Conference -- in two ways:  One, by providing a "President of the IAEM" statement at the conference and, two, by participating in a possible workshop on The Organizational Placement of Local Offices of Emergency Management."

Communicated with Professor Robert J. Meyer, the Gayfryd Steinberg Professor of Marketing at the Wharton School at the University of Pennsylvania and Co-Director of the Wharton Risk and Decision Process Center -- concerning participation in the 2007 EM HiEd Conference. After looking at the agenda, roster and background documents for the 2006 EM HiEd Conference, Dr. Meyer indicated that he would like to participate in the 2007 conference and deliver a plenary presentation. As noted in last Friday's Activity Report, Dr. Meyer is the author of the chapter "Why We Under-Prepare for Hazards" in the recent book "On Risk and Disaster -- Lessons from Hurricane Katrina," edited by Ronald J. Daniels, Donald F. Kettl, and Howard Kunreuther.  Continuing to communicate on title and length of presentation.  Anticipate a take-off from the sentence in the above referenced chapter -- "...unless we become better students of our own psychologies, we have little long-term hope of insuring that tragedies like Katrina do not occur again,"

(p.154)

(5)  FEMA:

Curtis, Rob.  "Disaster Response Expert Begins Rebuilding FEMA"

(Interview with FEMA Director David Paulison).  Federal Times, June 23, 2006.  At:  http://federaltimes.com/index.php?S=1891965
Davis.  Sandy.  "Mysteries Shroud FEMA-EMS Deal."  Baton Rouge Advocate, June 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.2theadvocate.com/news/3223791.html  [Note:  Stranger than fiction.]

Hsu, Spencer S.  "Can Congress Rescue FEMA."  Washington Post, June 26, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/25/AR2006062500645_pf.html 
Strohm, Chris.  "House Postpones Floor Fight Over FEMA."  Congress Daily

- Daily Briefing, June 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34411&dcn=e_gvet
(6)  GLOBAL WARMING:

New Orleans Times-Picayune (Editorial).  "Heat and Hurricanes," June 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news-3/1151129916226690.xml&coll=1 
(7)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Birch, Douglas.  "Making, Fighting Diseases of Terror - Fort Detrick Effort Could Widen Risk, Some Experts Say."  Baltimore Sun, June 26, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nationworld/bal-te.detrick26jun26,1,2148139,print.story 
(8)  MITIGATION:  

Washington Post (Editorial)  "This Land Is Wetland,"  June 26, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/25/AR2006062500683_pf.html  
(9)  PETS AND DISASTER:

Christian, D.A.  "Rescuers Can't Always Accommodate Our Animal Pals - As I See It."  Kansas City Star, June 26, 2006.  At:

http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/opinion/14901481.htm
[Note:  As with many other items placed in the Activity Report, inclusion of this item should not be taken as endorsement of the position of the Kansas City Emergency Management Director who wrote it. It is included as an example of one of the sides in the "deal with" or "don't deal with" pets discussion currently taking on more visibility due to Katrina "tales".]

(10)  PLANNING:

Pine Bluff Commercial (AR).  "State Takes Hard Look At Adequacy of Emergency Plans."  June 25, 2006.  [Note:  No link.  In the article, Arkansas Department of Emergency Management Deputy Director David Maxwell is quoted as stating that the low scores Arkansas received in the recent DHS nationwide plan review "were inspired, in part, by a hope that the analysis could help the state in getting grant money to improve its systems"...and that "his employees were being as conservative as they could in their report.  He said any area that had less than 100 percent certainty of working was given a rating of inadequate."

(11)  WAR ON TERROR:

Caldwell, Christopher.  "After Londonistan."  New York Times Magazine, June 25, 2006.  At: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/06/25/magazine/25london.html?hp&ex=1151208000&en=74780253bb7bb057&ei=5094&partner=homepage  (Note:  Took 15 pages to print out.)  [Excerpt:  "The problem, as Atwan {Editor, Al Quds al Aribi (Arabic-language daily, London)} sees it, is that the British and the Americans have always underestimated the intelligence and logic of Al Qaeda: 'For the British, it's a terrorist organization that did Sept. 11 and is linked to July 7, that kills indiscriminately. But they never try to understand what's behind it. They never look at the roots of the problem. It's a terrorist organization, yes! But why?' Atwan's answer is that the United States and its allies pursue a foreign policy that includes military occupation - in Israel, Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere. Until that changes, he says, "the current escalation of suicide attacks is unlikely to abate."

Eskin, Blake.  "Cheney's Cheney" (Interview with Jane Meyer).  New Yorker Online, June 26, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.newyorker.com/printables/online/060703on_onlineonly01  [Note:

About Mayer's piece on David Addington, Vice President Cheney's Chief of Staff, who according to Mayer "has been the single most influential legal thinker...in shaping the Bush Administration's legal response to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001."

Jonsson, Patrik.  "New Profile of the Home-Grown Terrorist Emerges." Christian Science Monitor, June 26, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0626/p01s01-ussc.htm
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