June 16, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  COUNTERTERRORISM: THE CHANGING FACE OF TERROR--SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE HEARING:

June 13, 2006 -- The Senate Foreign Relations Committee, chaired by Senator Richard Lugar, holds hearing on "Counterterrorism:  The Changing Face of Terror."  The panelists were:

Henry Crupton, State Department Coordinator for Counterterrorism John Scott Redd, National Counterterrorism Center, Office of Director of National Intelligence John McLaughlin, Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University Daniel Benjamin, International Security Program, Center for Strategic and International Studies

Prepared statements by Senator Lugar and the invited speakers are available on the Committee's website -- http://foreign.senate.gov/hearings/2006/hrg060613a.html
[One excerpt from Daniel Benjamin's prepared statement:  "Today, the United States faces an unnerving paradox:  For all the tactical successes -- the terrorists arrested, plots foiled, networks disrupted -- that have been achieved, our strategic position continues to slip.  The ideology of jihad is spreading:  A new generation of terrorists is emerging with few ties to al Qaeda but a world-view soaked in Osama bin Laden's hatred of the West, and new areas of the globe are increasingly falling under the shadow of this growing threat."

(2)  DROUGHT:

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation, Subcommittee on Disaster Prevention and Prediction.  "Hearing on Drought,"  April 27, 2006.  Witness testimony accessible at:

http://www.agiweb.org/gap/legis109/drought_hearings.html
(3)  EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS:

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation, Subcommittee on Disaster Prevention and Prediction.  Field Hearing on "Earthquake Monitoring, Research, and Preparation," April 18, 2006.  Prepared statements accessible at:

http://www.agiweb.org/gap/legis109/nehrp_hearings.html
(4)  FEMA AND DISASTER RELIEF FRAUD AND ABUSE:

Evans, Ben.  "Panel Blasts FEMA Over New, Higher Fraud Estimate."

Congress Daily, June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34336&dcn=e_gvet
(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Layton, Lyndsey.  "DHS Stands By Anti-Terror Cuts - Official [George Foresman] Tells House Committee That Reductions to D.C., New York Will Not Be Revisited."  Washington Post, June 16, 2006.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/15/AR2006061501345.html 
McAuliff, Michael.  "Feds Hired Ax Men."  New York Daily News, June 16, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/local/story/427050p-360201c.html
[Excerpt:  "The federal bean counters who shortchanged New York's anti-terrorism funding had expert help: They outsourced major parts of the job to a consultant. Department of Homeland Security Undersecretary George Foresman, who was grilled yesterday on Capitol Hill for cutting funds to New York and Washington by 40%, admitted the firm Booz Allen Hamilton was the "administrative backbone" of the work.  "I don't know why DHS needed to outsource getting it wrong when normally they do such an excellent job of getting it wrong on their own," sniped Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-Manhattan)."]

Strohm, Chris.  "Panel Wraps Up Contentions Markup Of Chemical Security Bill."  Congress Daily, June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=34341&dcn=e_gvet
(6)  KATRINA:

Finished reading:  Douglas Brinkley's The Great Deluge - Hurricane Katrina, New Orleans, and the Mississippi Gulf Coast.  New York:

William Morrow, 2006, 716 pages.  The book has been widely noted in newspaper stories across the country, so will not take the time to quote excerpts.  I highly recommend, though.  Also finished couple weeks back and did not note, I don't think: Heerden, Ivor van, and Mike Bryan.  The Storm:  What Went Wrong and Why During Hurricane Katrina - The Inside Story From One Louisiana Scientist.  New York: Viking, 2006, 308 pages (also highly recommended). 

Summaries of Hearings on Katrina:

http://www.agiweb.org/gap/legis109/katrina_hearings.html
(7)  NEW ORLEANS REGIONAL HURRICANE PROTECTION - NATIONAL ACADEMIES REPORT:

Committee on New Orleans Regional Hurricane Protection Projects, Division on Earth and Life Studies, Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences.  Second Report of the National Academy of Engineering/National Research Council Committee on New Orleans Regional Hurricane Protection Projects.  Washington, DC:  National Academies Press, 2006 (22 pages). Accessed at:  http://www.nap.edu/catalog/11668.html
(8)  PANDEMIC:

Brewin, Bob.  "$2.3B Earmarked For Pandemic Flu Preparedness."

Government Health IT, June 16, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://govhealthit.com/article94857-06-09-06-Web
(9)  PERIODICALS RECEIVED:

Homeland Defense Journal, Vol. 4, Issue 4, April 2006 (Monthly published by Homeland Defense Journal, Arlington, VA, http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com).  (Particularly recommend: "Living on the Edge -- Rita May Have Only Grazed Galveston, But She Uncovered One of the Nation's Best Local Emergency Plans," by Dan Verton, pp. 26 & 28).

Homeland Security Funding Week, No. 06-20, May 23, 2006 (Helping Government and Business Track the Federal Funding Flow, CD Publications, 8204 Fenton Street, Silver Spring, MD 20910; 301-588-6380; http://cdpublications.com).

Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management, Vol. 14, No. 1, March

2006 (Quarterly, Blackwell Publishers, Journals Dept, 238 Main Street, Cambridge, MA 02142, e-mail: jnlsamples@blackwellpublishers.co.uk).
Particularly recommend:

-- Editorial:  "What Is A Disaster" And Why Does This Question Matter?"

(pp.1-2)

-- Les Coleman:  "Frequency of Man-Made Disasters in the 20th Century"

(pp.3-11).

-- Rodney C. Runyan.  "Small Business in the Face of Crisis:

Identifying Barriers to Recovery from a Natural Disaster" (pp. 12-26). 

Prepared - Emergency Management News, Vol. 12, No. 1, Winter 2006 (Colorado Division of Emergency Management & Emergency Management Association, Centennial, CO, http://www.dola.state.co.us/oem).

(10)  PREPAREDNESS:

Jordan, Lara Jakes.  "Agency:  States Unprepared For Disasters."

Associated Press, June 16, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20060616/ap_on_go_ca_st_pe/disaster_plans;_ylt=AtkkwLmnk1.iHFcOfl65kQQD5gcF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjMHVqMTQ4BHNlYwN5bnN1YmNhdA-- 
[BWB Note:  If any Activity Report reader has a copy of the DHS Preparedness Directorate report on the survey of State and local government disaster planning, or knows where to access it, would you let me know.]

(11)  VOLCANIC HAZARDS:

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation, Subcommittee on Disaster Prevention and Prediction.  "Hearing on Volcanic Hazards - Impacts on Aviation," March 16, 2006.  Witness testimony and summary accessible at:

http://www.agiweb.org/gap/legis109/volcanic_hearings.html
(12)  WAR ON TERRORISM:

Dube, Rebecca Cook.  "Canadian Muslims Urged To Keep Eye On Extremism."

USA Today, June 16, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/printedition/news/20060616/a_canada16.art.htm
(13)  WIND HEARINGS - SUMMARIES:

Summary of Hearings on Wind Hazards (6-12-06) June 7, 2006: Senate Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice and Science Hearing on "Outlook for the 2006 Hurricane Season" 

May 24, 2006: Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation, Subcommittee on Disaster Prevention and Prediction Hearing on "2006 Hurricane Forecast and At-Risk Cities" 

March 1, 2006: Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation, Subcommittee on Disaster Prevention and Prediction Hearing on "Winter Storms" 

June 29, 2005: Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation, Subcommittee on Disaster Prevention and Prediction Hearing on "Severe Storms and Reducing Their Impact On Communities" 

Accessible at:

http://www.agiweb.org/gap/legis109/wind_hearings_cont.html#june7
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