June 15, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMER.MGMT. & HOMELAND/SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 5-8, 2006:

Selected the plenary presentations which we want transcribed and provided listing to the Project Assistant, who will draft a work order request to Admin. Support contractor.  Should take 2-3 weeks to develop transcripts, which will then need to be sent to speakers in order to edit their remarks.  Corrected transcripts will then be uploaded to the EM HiEd Project website -- HiEd Conferences section.  Will be investigating with Admin. Support contractor the audio-taping of some or all of the breakout sessions at the 2007 EM HiEd Conference (only plenary presentations were taped this year, and not all of those will be transcribed).

(2)  FEMA, DHS, STATE AND LOCAL EM RELATIONSHIPS:

Curl, Aimee.  "Revamped FEMA To Put New Teams On The Ground."  Federal Times, June 14, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://federaltimes.com/index.php?S=1861126
[Excerpt:  

"However, while some of the improvements have been welcomed, if not demanded, FEMA's new federal incident response support teams and Homeland Security's situational awareness teams have raised the eyebrows and the ire of state and local officials.   Called FIRST for short, the federal incident response support teams are designed to be the first feds on the scene to help state and local governments after a disaster.  FEMA FIRST, intended to complement the emergency response team employed by the agency today, will provide more technical assistance, including setting up a command structure, assisting with situational assessment and alternative communications, and helping officials determine what federal resources to request. 

"FEMA currently has two, five-member federal incident response support teams deployed in regions IV and VI, which cover Texas, the Gulf Coast, Florida and the Southern Atlantic coast. FEMA spokesman Aaron Walker said the agency plans to deploy two to three more teams this year. "This is one more example of where the department has taken lessons learned from Katrina and instituted an aggressive, forward-leaning response to make sure the federal government can assess and measure a disaster on the ground as it develops," he said.   FEMA FIRST will direct the activities of the second new group - the situational awareness teams - whose mission is twofold: Provide information about the situation on the ground to the Homeland Security secretary, and supply updated information to the press and the public.   "One of the things coming out of our experience from Hurricane Katrina is that it makes a lot of sense for the secretary to create a special team to provide real-time information on an incident, be it manmade or Mother Nature," said Homeland Security spokeswoman Michelle Petrovich. 

"There are 15 two-member situational awareness teams ready to be deployed when disaster strikes. Homeland Security calls them DSATs.   Some state and local officials call them spies.   "I have a real problem with the situational awareness teams," said Robert Latham, chairman of the National Emergency Management Association's legislative committee.   Latham, who's also executive director of the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency, said having two types of new federal teams is overkill.   "You've got these FIRST teams in place, then you have this other little mysterious team, running around out there, feeding information to Washington," he said. "I don't think states should be put in a situation where we can't trust our federal partners. That's exactly what that's going to lead to if we feel there's people out there whispering behind our backs . . . we're all going to clam up because we won't know who's talking to who."] 

(3)  FEMA DISASTER ASSISTANCE WASTE, FRAUD, ABUSE:

CNN.com. "Lawmaker:  Hurricane Aids Spent On Jewelry, Erotica An 'Affront'."  June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.cnn.com/2006/US/06/14/fema.audit/index.html
Government Accountability Office.  Hurricanes Katrina And Rita Disaster Relief:  Improper and Potentially Fraudulent Individual Assistance Payments Estimated to Be Between $600 Million and $1.4 Billion (Testimony Before the Subcommittee on Investigations, Committee on Homeland Security, House of Representatives, by Gregory D. Kurz, Managing Director, Forensic Audits and Special Investigations, and John J. Ryan, Assistant Director, Forensic Audits and Special Investigations).  Washington, DC:  GAO, June 14, 2006, 30 pages.  Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/abstract.php?rptno=GAO-06-844T
Journal and Courier Online (IN).  "The Choice:  Quick Relief Or No Risk Of Fraud."  June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.jconline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060615/OPINION01/606150304
Lansing State Journal (Editorial).  "Victim Scams:  Hurricane Relief Fraud Prompts FEMA Review - Perhaps Jail."  June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.lsj.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060615/OPINION01/606150329/1086/opinion
Margasak, Larry.  "FEMA Official Rejects Katrina Fraud Report."  Associated Press, June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/20060615-122000-7496r.htm
[First paragraph:  "A FEMA official angered a congressional panel yesterday when she discounted a congressional study that concludes that up to $1.4 billion of the individual aid paid out after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita was misspent for fraudulent reasons."

BWB Note:  Looks like déjà vu all over again.  After 2005 Florida hurricanes when FEMA started getting inquiries from some Florida newspapers about waste, fraud and abuse concerning disaster relief funds, FEMA took what some thought to be a non-chalant, stone-walling position -- "happens every disaster, some of these cases are not what they at first appear, and not that big a deal when compared to the amount of money provided" kind of stuff -- instead of saying "thanks for the info -- we will look into this and fix it."

Margasak, Larry.  "Fraudulent Katrina and Rita Claims Top $1 Billion."  Associated Press, June 14, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/13/AR2006061301367.html
Neuman, Johanna.  "A Vacation, Sex Change and 'Girls Gone Wild' - Thanks, FEMA."  Los Angeles Times, June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/asection/la-na-fema15jun15,1,753383.story?coll=la-news-a_section
OC (Orange County, CA) Register.  "Hurricanes Unleash A Flood Of Fraud."  June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.ocregister.com/ocregister/opinion/homepage/article_1181190.php  [Concludes: “All this is an argument for abolishing FEMA and letting state and local government and private charities handle disaster relief in the future, such as the American Red Cross and the Salvation Army."]

Washington Times (Editorial).  "Another Disaster For FEMA."  June 15, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washtimes.com/op-ed/20060614-091339-4393r.htm
(4)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

HS Today, Vol. 3, No. 6, June 2006 -- special focus on Preparing for the 2006 Hurricane Season -- (Monthly; http://www.HSToday.us). [See, also: HS Today Editor David Silverberg's very positive take on Walid Phares recent book "Future Jihad:  Terrorist Strategies Against America;"  James Lee Witt piece, "Never Too Late To Get It Right."

Natural Hazards, Vol. 38, Nos. 1-2, May 2006 (Journal of the International Society for the Prevention and Mitigation of Natural Hazards, Kluwer Academic Publisher, P.O. Box 358, Accord Station, Hingham, MA 02018-0358, URL: www.kluweronline.nl).  This is a Special Issue on "German Research Network Natural Disasters:  Towards an Integrated Risk Assessment -- Case Studies in Germany."

Natural Hazards and Earth System Sciences, Vol. 6, No. 2, 2006 (European Geosciences Union, Katlenburg-Lindau, Germany; http://www.natural-hazards-and-earth-system-scienes.net)

Public Risk, Vol. 21, No. 5, May 2006 (Public Risk Management Association, Monthly, Alexandria VA, http://www.primacentral.org).

Risk Management Magazine, June 2006 (A Publication of the Risk and Insurance Management Society, Inc., http://www.rmmagazine.com).

Unscheduled Events, Vol. 25, No. 2, May 2006 (Newsletter of the International Sociological Association's International Research Committee on Disaster (RC 39).  For information contract IRCD President Dr. Robert A. Stallings at:  rstallin@usc.edu).   

(5)  NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM:

Sargent, Bill.  "Insuring Against A Flood Is No Easy Job."  Ipswich Chronicle (MA), June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www2.townonline.com/ipswich/opinion/view.bg?articleid=516504  [Excerpt:  "But the main reason most people don't take advantage of federal flood insurance is that in their heart of hearts they don't really believe they are going to need it."]

(6)  PREPAREDNESS:

Dvir, Boaz.  "Words Of Wisdom on Hurricane Preparedness."  TCPalm (FL), June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.tcpalm.com/tcp/opinion_columnists/article/0,,TCP_24463_4774817,00.html  [Refers to hurricanes as "the Rodney Dangerfield of disasters" and argues that more respect ought to be given to their potential.]

(7)  PRIVATE SECTOR -- INCREASED ROLE IN DISASTER:

Associated Press.  "Wal-Mart Ramps Up Disaster-Relief Operations."  June 12, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/13284593/
(8)  UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT IRVINE -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Learned indirectly from Linda M. Bogue, the Emergency Management Coordinator at the University of California at Irvine, that the University Extension Department "is considering developing a certification program in the field of emergency management..."  Provided information on the FEMA EM HiEd Project.  Ms. Bogue can be contacted at:  lbogue@uci.edu

(9)  WAR ON TERROR:

Morin, Richard.  "What's Black and White and Red All Over?"  Washington Post, June 15, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/14/AR2006061402025.html
[Morin writes that economists Bruno S. Frey of the University of Zurich and Dominic Rohner of Cambridge University have written a study claiming "that newspaper coverage of terrorist incidents leads directly to more attacks." Frey and Rohner say the results of their study "were unequivocal: Coverage caused more attacks, and attacks caused more coverage -- a mutually beneficial spiral of death that they say has increased because of a heightened interest in terrorism since Sept. 11, 2001." Frey said one solution would be to keep groups from gaining "publicity by not publicly naming the attackers."]

United Press International.  "Experts Say U.S. Losing War on Terror."  June 14, 2006.  Accesses at:  http://www.upi.com/SecurityTerrorism/view.php?StoryID=20060614-021214-5675r
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