July 3, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CASE STUDIES TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Reviewed 2nd draft of Chapter 1, "Introduction to Crisis, Disaster, and Risk Management Concepts," and provided review comments to lead text developer, George Haddow, George Washington University.

(2)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Leavenworth, Stuart.  "Will We Ever Learn."  Sacramento Bee, July 2, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.sacbee.com/content/opinion/story/14273949p-15083893c.html
[Note:  Interview with General  (B.G., Ret.) Gerald E. Galloway, of the "Galloway Report" on 1994 Midwest floods.  Topic:  Sacramento, CA levees.]

(3)  FEMA:  

Loy, James M.  "Lessons Learned."  Washington Times, July 3, 2006.

Accessed at: 

http://www.washingtontimes.com/op-ed/20060702-102203-5521r.htm  [Note: Adm. James Loy is the national co-chairman of ProtectingAmerica.org. He is the former commandant of the U.S. Coast Guard and former deputy secretary of Homeland Security.]

(4)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Gilbert, Daniel.  "If Only Gay Sex Caused Global Warming."  Los Angeles Times, July 2, 2006.  At: http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/commentary/la-op-gilbert2jul02,0,7539379.story?coll=la-news-comment-opinions 
(5)  KATRINA:

Ridgeway Record (PA).  "Pennsylvania Writer Says Disaster Readiness Level Is 'Unacceptable'," June 30, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.ridgwayrecord.com/articles/2006/06/30/news/news02.txt  [About book on Katrina and Federal Emergency Preparedness, titled "Unacceptable" by Walter Brasch.]

(6)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Disaster Research # 456 (electronic newsletter), June 30, 2006, Natural Hazards Center, University of Colorado at Boulder.  Accessible at: http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/dr/
(7)  MITIGATION: 

Pocono Record (PA).  "Want More Floods?  Keep Doing Nothing." July 3, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060703/NEWS04/607030314 
(8)  NORTH CAROLINA CENTRAL UNIVERSITY -- HOMELAND SECURITY CONCENTRATION APPROVED:

Received news from William Nicholson, Dept. of Criminal Justice, NCCU, that the schools' proposal to implement a Homeland Security Concentration has been approved.  Also provided was information to use in developing a description of this program for the College List on the EM HiEd Project website.  Amongst the homeland security course

offerings:

Introduction to Homeland Security

Emergency Management and Recovery

Infrastructure Protection

Financial Investigations

Transportation Security

Corporate/Private Security

Homeland Security Law and Policy

For additional information, Bill Nicholson can be reached at:

wnicholson@nccu.edu 
(9)  PANDEMIC:

McNeil, Donald G. Jr.  "Avian Flu Tends to Kill Youths as in 1918 Wave, Study Finds."  New York Times, July 2, 2006.  At:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/02/world/02flu.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
(10)  PREPAREDNESS:

Fisher, Devin.  "NORTHCOM, Canada Command Cooperate to Secure North America."  DefenseLINK News, 3July2006.  At:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Jul2006/20060703_5565.html
Reese, Phillip, and Terri Hardy.  "Sacramento Jurors Rip County Over Lack Of Flood Evacuation Plan."  Sacramento Bee, July 3, 2006.  At:

http://www.sacbee.com/content/news/story/14274005p-15083964c.html
[Note:  The article contains a link to the 84-page Grand Jury Report (a report on several issues besides "failures" relating to local emergency operations planning.]

(11)  SOCIAL VULNERABILITY APPROACH TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Chertoff, Michael.  "Remarks By Secretary of Homeland Security Michael Chertoff At The Emergency Management And Disability And Aging Populations Conference."   (Late June 2006) Accessed at:

https://dhsonline.dhs.gov/portal/jhtml/dc/sf.jhtml?doid=30643.

(12)  WAR ON TERRORISM:

Bergen, Peter.  "Al-Qaeda, Still in Business."  Washington Post, July 2, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/06/30/AR2006063001342.html  [Note:  Peter Bergen is author of "Holy War:  Inside the Secret World of Osama bin Laden Inc." (London:  Phoenix Paperback, 2002,

303 pages.)]

(13)  WEEKEND READING (last item):

Winchester, Simon.  A Crack in The Edge Of The World - America and the Great California Earthquake of 1906.  Harper Collins Publishers, 462 pages, 2005. 

[Note:  Finished reading this book over the weekend.  Book is about a good bit more than the 1906 "San Francisco" earthquake -- in quotation marks because the quake took place along a 300 mile stretch of the San Andreas Fault and was not by any stretch of the imagination restricted to San Francisco.  Indeed, a description of the earthquake does not really begin to get underway until about page 231 (not a typo, page 231)

-- after a good bit on quakes in general, seismic science and instrumentation history and information, and a good bit of material unrelated to earthquakes.  Some excerpts:  

"The whole street [Washington Street] and all its great buildings rose and fell, fore and fell, in what looked like an enormous tidal bore, an unstoppable tsunami of rock and brick and cement and stone." (p. 244)  

"The huge bow wave of shock and motion spread up and down the city, up and down the state, roaring along at 7,000 miles an hour." (p. 273)

"It was estimated by the federal government at the time that only between 3 and 10 percent of the damage done to San Francisco was directly attributable to the earthquake.  It was the subsequent, indirect effects...that brought about the greatest loss by far...indirect effects that caused the bulk of the destruction of half a billion dollars' worth of property, killed at the very least 600 people (some estimates today put the figure as high as 3,000...and rendered more than 200,000 homeless..."  (p. 288)

"The 1906 fire was essentially uncontrollable, somewhat akin to the firestorms that ruined Dresden and Tokyo, and that raged in the aftermath of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima.  The San Francisco fire burned across almost 2,600 acres, utterly destroyed 490 city blocks..." (p. 291)

"...as these isolated fires became larger and larger, and joined one another to grow larger still, they began to suck more and more oxygen from the atmosphere and to create winds of their own, eddies of superheated air that sucked ever more of the islands of fire together. By midday there was a wall of flame a mile and half long to the south of market street, and the wall of smoke rose at least two miles up into the sky."  (p. 293)

A quote from Jack London's account In Collier's magazine a month later:

"By Wednesday afternoon, inside of twelve hours, half the heart of the city was gone.  At that time I watched from out on the Bay.  It was dead calm.  Not a flicker of wind stirred.  Yet from every side wind was pouring in upon the city:   East, west, north and south, strong winds were blowing upon the doomed city.  The heated air rising made an enormous suck.  Thus did the fire of itself build an enormous chimney through the atmosphere.  Day and night the dead calm continued, and yet, near to the flames, the wind was often half a gale, so mighty the suck." (p. 294)

"...28,188 buildings were destroyed." (p. 301)

"...there were seven major earthquakes along the entire length of the San Andreas Fault in the recorded years before 1906, and there have been only five such earthquakes since, and not one of those has been in Northern California."  (p. 362) [Loma Prieta was on Hayward Fault]

Winchester citing SF Emergency Response Plan on modern version of 1906 quake -- "some $15.3 billion in damage would be done to the city's buildings (nearly 30 percent of them would be wrecked) and some $24.7 billion in direct economic damage would result.  Some 30,000 people would be dislocated." (p. 363)]
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