July 24, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

Feldstein, Dan.  "Texas City's Levees Contain Faults Cited in New Orleans."  Houston Chronicle, July 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/front/4064472.html
Moore, Kirk.  "N.J.'s Long [Hurricane Free] Lucky Streak May End Soon, Experts Say - Pages From The Past Offer Dire Warnings."  Ashbury Park Press, July 23, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060723/NEWS/607230304/1060/SHORE 
(2)  FEMA:  

Lipton, Eric.  "U.S. Government Plans Overhaul in Disaster Aid."  New York Times, July 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/24/washington/24fema.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
(3)  FUNDAMENTALS OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE-LEVEL TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Completed a review of the "final draft" over the weekend and provided review comments today to lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell of Texas A&M University.  Found couple pagination glitches that need to be corrected.  Asked for new electronic corrected copy (not in "read only” format).

(4)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING -- UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received for review 2nd draft of Session 14, "Utilizing Mapping and Modeling in Hazard Mitigation Planning and Land Use," by lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, Director of the Disaster Science and Management Program at Louisiana State University.

(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Light, Murray.  "Communications [Coordination with States and Locals] Gap Hurts Security."  The Buffalo News, July 23, 2006.  At:

http://www.buffalonews.com/editorial/20060723/2006082.asp
(6)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Bates, Todd.  "Lessons From Katrina:  Sick, Elderly, Disabled Need Help In Getting Out."  Ashbury Park Press (NJ), July 24, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060724/NEWS/607240301/1001/BUSINESS 
Gordon, Meghan.  "Re-entry Placards In The Works - Parishes' Plan Passes For Crucial Personnel."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 24, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/metro/index.ssf?/base/news-16/1153720558258990.xml&coll=1 
International Association of Assembly Managers.  Mega-Shelter Best Practices For Planning & Activation (Preliminary Release, Phase 1 Document).  Coppell, TX:  IAAM Life Safety Council, May 9, 2006.  At:

http://www.iaam.org/members/Sec_pages/Mega-ShelterPlanning&Activation.pdf 
[Note:  Clicking on the URL above did not work for me -- had to cut and paste directly into internet address line in order to access and open this 101-page document.]

Merrill, Cari.  "Disabled Disaster Preparedness On Radar."  The Coloradoan, July 24, 2006.  At: http://www.coloradoan.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060724/NEWS01/607240302/1002 
Nolan, Bruce.  "Churches Put Faith in Planning."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 23, 2006.  At: http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-6/1153638138230580.xml&coll=1 
Taylor, Marisa.  "Federal, Local Officials At Odds Over Disaster Preparedness."  McClatchy Newspapers, July 23, 2006. At:

http://www.montereyherald.com/mld/montereyherald/news/nation/15102172.htm 
Washington, Wayne.  "Evacuation Talks Fall Flat - S.C. Fails To Make Transport Deal For Nursing Homes."  McClatchy Newspapers, July 23, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.bradenton.com/mld/bradenton/news/nation/15103589.htm
(6)  RIVIER COLLEGE, NASHUA NH--HOMELAND SECURITY/EMERGENCY AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE:

Karen Cooper at Rivier College has communicated that the school is bringing back on-line it’s previous "Homeland Security and Emergency & Disaster Management" on-line Certificate Program.  The required certificate courses, scheduled to begin this Fall Semester, are:

Introduction to Homeland Security and Emergency and Disaster Management Pre-Emergency Planning, Operations, and Management Communications and Public Information Damage Assessment and Recovery

Electives:

Emergency Risks:  Medical, Psychological, and Social Impacts and Issues Teaching and Training Emergency Management

We have a description of this program which will be posted to the "Programs Being Investigated/Developed" section of "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website in the near future.  In the meantime, for additional information, contact Karen Cooper at:  kcooper@rivier.edu 
(7)  WAR ON TERRORISM:

Wong, Edward.  "Jihadists Split on Islam's True Enemy."  New York Times, July 21, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/07/21/news/jihadists.php
Wood, David.  "New Conflict in Mideast Confounds U.S., Israel."

Baltimore Sun, July 23, 2006.  At: http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/nationworld/bal-te.military23jul23,0,3105840.story?coll=bal-home-headlines 
(8)  WEEKEND READING:

Brasch, Walter M.  "`Unacceptable' - The Federal Response to Hurricane Katrina.  Charleston, SC:  BookSurge, 2005, 2006, 96 pages.

Read this over the past weekend.  In that Dr. Brasch is a syndicated columnist and a professor of journalism, one should not be terribly surprised that the book is based mostly on media reports.  Not one social science source is cited.  In addition there are no footnotes, nor a references section, making it impossible to double check accuracy of some questionable assertions.  In-text citation of sources is skimpy.  There are some factual inaccuracies.  In that the book is based on media reports, and I have in my own files copies of all that were actually cited, there was little gained for the time investment.  While I agree with many of the author's "conclusions," given the scholarly shortcomings of this short book, I can't recommend it for use in college courses.
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