July 21, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  FEMA:

Lipozicz, Alice.  "FEMA Crafts Credentialing System For First Responders." Washington Technology, July 20, 2006.

http://www.washingtontechnology.com/news/1_1/daily_news/28965-1.html
[Excerpt:  "Documentation for millions of police, firefighters, medical workers and other emergency personnel nationwide is being aggregated into a National Emergency Responder Credentialing System that the Homeland Security Department expects to make operational next year.  At a future date, the new credentialing system may include a national identification card for emergency responders and a record-keeping system, according to a DHS fact sheet published on project. The little-publicized credentialing system is intended to assist in identifying which responders should be allowed to enter an incident scene immediately following a disaster or terrorist attack. It is designed to help prohibit unauthorized entry of volunteers who may not be qualified to assist."  The article links to an April 2006 NIMS Integration Center "Fact Sheet" on "National Emergency Responder Credentialing System."] 

Walsh, Bill.  "FEMA Unveils Hurricane Response Base - New Facility Tracks Supply Shipments."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 21, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/washington/index.ssf?/base/news-1/115346134075740.xml&coll=1 
(2)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING UPPER DIVISION/GRADUATE-LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Received for review from lead course developer, Dr. John Pine, Director of the Disaster Science and Management Program at Louisiana State University, 

2nd draft of Session 5, "Distribution of Geospatial Data in the Public Environment 2nd draft of Session 11, Supporting Emergency Response Operations Using GIS and Modeling.

(3)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Democratic Staff, Committee on Homeland Security, U.S. House of Representatives.  To Secure America:  The 9/11 Commission's Homeland Security Recommendations.  Washington, DC:  July 20, 2006, 33 pages.

Accessed at: http://hsc-democrats.house.gov/HS/Press+Releases/DEMOCRATS+CALL+ON+CONGRESS+TO+IMPLEMENT+911+RECOMMENDATIONS+TO+SECURE+AMERICA.htm 
[Excerpt from press release:  "Nearly two years after the release of several critical homeland security recommendations from the 9/11 Commission, the nation is not secure.  Today, the Homeland Security Democrats...issued a report detailing Democratic efforts to enhance our nation's security, as well as impediments limiting progress."]

USA Today (Editorial).  "Did You Hear The One About America's Disaster Planning?"  July 20, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.usatoday.com/news/opinion/2006-07-20-letters-ourview_x.htm
[Excerpts:  "If you were building a database of the nation's critical assets, would the Amish Country Popcorn factory near Berne, Ind., or a petting zoo in Woodville, Ala., or Georgia's Kangaroo Conservation Center make the list? Of course not, you say?  Then you couldn't work for the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) or for some of the states that fed it information.  For a time, all three sites, plus dozens of similarly obscure ones, were part of the DHS National Asset Database, which was supposed to be, in the department's words, a catalog of the nation's critical infrastructure and key resources.  Now, a top DHS official says such spots are off the list. Nearly five years after 9/11, that's a relief. Even so, their original inclusion is so absurd that it leaves you wondering whether some of the nation's security planning is being handled by late-night comedy writers. This particular gag took three years and $32 million to write. It lists 77,069 assets. Yes, 77,069, suggesting that government officials at every level aren't willing to set priorities. Pretending to protect everything means that nothing is protected well.  You don't need to be a terrorism expert to know that al-Qaeda targets the premier symbols of America's political and financial might....gathering a phone book for disaster planning shouldn't be an exercise in mindless bureaucracy. And choosing the nation's most vulnerable and consequential terrorist targets shouldn't be much more complicated than calling the governors, giving them a deadline and putting someone smart and impatient in charge. Chances are they'd produce a better list for closer to $32 than $32 million."

(4)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Public Administration Review, Vol. 66, No. 4, July/August 2006.  Bimonthly, American Society for Public Administration, published by Blackwell Publishing, Inc., Malden, MA.  Information: http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/PAR  Includes:

Caruson, Kiki, and Susan A. MacManus.  "Mandates and Management Challenges in the Trenches:  An Intergovernmental Perspective on Homeland Security," pp. 522-536.

Abstract:  "Disaster preparedness and homeland security rely on strong intergovernmental management and coordination, in many cases achieved through legally mandated structures and functions.  The empirical study of local governmental networks in Florida reveals that both vertical and horizontal relationships, particularly at the county level, enhance the implementation of homeland security policies."

Eisinger, Peter.  "Imperfect Federalism:  The Intergovernmental Partnership for Homeland Security," pp. 537-545.

Abstract:  "National security is necessarily a federal responsibility, but 9/11-style terrorist attacks and natural disasters occur locally and regionally.  Though planning and funding for civil defense and emergency preparedness historically have taken into account the fundamental importance of intergovernmental relations, current Department of Homeland Security funding continues to respond to the politics of equal distribution rather than the reality of unevenly distributed risk.  What can - and should - be done to remedy this glaring disparity between funding equality and risk inequality?"

Brandson, Taco, Marcel Boogers, and Pieter Tops.  "Soft Governance, Hard

Consequences:  The Ambiguous Status of Unofficial Guidelines," pp.

546-553.

Abstract:  "The promulgation of national standards by issuing voluntary, informal guidelines to local governments -- termed 'soft governance' by the authors -- is an innovative approach to intergovernmental relations that holds promise because it promotes multiple means to achieve the same ends.  Drawing on standard-setting experiences for disaster preparedness in the Netherlands, the authors suggest that political sensitivity and perceived formal accountability undermine the potential of informal guidelines to stimulate local innovation.  Can the United States learn from this Dutch practice?"

Callahan, Kathe, Melvin J. Dubnick, and Dorothy Olshfski.  "War

Narratives: Framing Our Understanding of the War on Terror," pp.

554-568.

Abstract:  "The suddenness with which the post-9/11 war on terror was declared, an the subsequent rapid, nationwide mobilization for homeland security, outpaced the development of a coherent, widely shared 'war narrative,' or conceptual way of thinking about this pressing crisis. Public administrators on the front lines of ensuring national security have filled this vacuum with their own (often divergent) war narratives, typically based on personal experiences and their own implicit ideas, which require more explicit articulation."

(5)  MITIGATION-RELATED:

Cunningham, Jennifer H.  "Agency:  School Cost Us Funding."

NorthJersey.com, July 19, 2006.  At:

http://www.bergen.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXkyJmZnYmVsN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk2OTYzMzk4  
(6)  PANDEMIC:  

Phillips, Zack.  "Quarantine."  Government Executive Magazine, July 1, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.govexec.com/features/0706-01/0706-01s1.htm
[Excerpt:  "...federal agencies are spending too little money and time devising nonmedical strategies for containing and responding to disaster, many experts say. For all the stock put in vaccines and other drugs - many of which are in short supply or have yet to be developed - government at all levels has focused comparatively little attention on enlisting citizens in responding to disease outbreaks and other public health catastrophes. These efforts, public health officials say, are an important supplement to medical therapies and, in cases where medicine is exhausted or unavailable, the only hope of containing an outbreak or other calamity. Without them, the risk is not just complacency, but a public response that exacerbates the spread and reach of a crisis."]

(7)  PREPAREDNESS:

Associated Press.  "Many Could Ignore Hurricane Evacuation."  July 20, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-Hurricane-Survey.html
[Excerpt:  "One in four people in Southern coastal states said they would ignore government hurricane evacuation orders, according to a Harvard University survey done earlier this month.  The most common reasons respondents gave for not evacuating were confidence that their home is well-built, belief that roads would be too crowded and concern that evacuating would be dangerous."]

[Note:  A little searching led to the source for this AP piece -- a Press Release issued on July 20, 2006 entitled "Despite Last Year's Devastating Hurricane Season, One-Third In High Risk Areas Say They May Ignore Evacuation Order" (Harvard School of Public Health) – accessed at:  http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/press/releases/press07202006.html
Embedded within the Press Release are two URL-linked items of note.  The first is the report "High-Risk Area Hurricane Survey, July 5-11, 2006" (11 pages) by Dr. Robert J. Blendon, Director of the Harvard School of Public Health Project on the Public and Biological Security.  The second is a set of 5 Power Points on the survey.]

Government Accountability Office.  Disaster Preparedness:  Limitations in Federal Evacuation Assistance for Health Facilities Should Be Addressed (GAO-06-826).  Washington, DC:  GAO, July 21, 2006, 57 pages.

Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-06-826  "Highlights"

of report accessible at:  http://www.gao.gov/highlights/d06826high.pdf
[Excerpt:  ""GAO recommends that DHS clearly delineate (1) how the Federal government will assist state and local governments with the transportation of patients and residents out of hospitals and nursing homes, and (2) how to address the needs of nursing home residents during evacuations."]

Jordan, Lara Jakes. "Disaster Plans Don't Address Nursing Homes."

Associated Press, July 20, 2006. Accessed at:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20060721/ap_on_go_co/katrina_nursing_homes;_ylt=Apzr.wIlg4omuSo2dkoKSLA8KbIF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjMHVqMTQ4BHNlYwN5bnN1YmNhdA 
[Note:  Jordan AP article is about the GAO report noted above.]

(8)  UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT IRVINE:

Talked with Linda Bogue, Emergency Management Coordinator for the University of California at Irvine, concerning a UC-Irvine investigation into the development of an Emergency Management Certificate Program. Ms. Bogue is assisting Dr. Judy Purewal who is leading the investigation.  A meeting will be held in the next couple months with State and local emergency management stakeholders and private sector representatives in order to validate stake-holder interest in such a program and seek expert advice.  Provided information on the FEMA EM HiEd Project and the EM HiEd Project website, as well as encouragement to develop the EM Certificate program being contemplated.  For additional information, Linda Bogue can be reached at:  lbogue@uci.edu. 
Dr. Purewal can be reached at:  japurewa@uci.edu 
(9)  WAR ON TERROR:

Bergen, Peter, and Warren Bass.  "Terrorism:  Experts' Picks."

Washington Post, July 16, 2006.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/13/AR2006071301148.html 
[Excerpt:  "We asked Peter Bergen, one of the few Western journalists ever to meet Osama bin Laden, and Warren Bass, a former 9/11 Commission staffer who is now Book World's nonfiction editor, to pick the best of the recent flood of books on terrorism....Peter Bergen is a senior fellow at the New America Foundation and the author of "The Osama bin Laden I Know." Warren Bass is a senior editor at Book World."

Crilly, Rob.  "Somalia on Brink of War as Militias Tighten Grip." London Times, July 21, 2006.  At: http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,3-2279601,00.html
Government Accountability Office.  Global War on Terrorism: Observations on Funding, Costs, and Future Commitments (GAO-06-885T), Washington, DC:  GAO, July 18, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.gao.gov/docsearch/abstract.php?rptno=GAO-06-885T
[This document is of the testimony of David M. Walker, Comptroller General of the United States, who testified on July 18, 2006 before the U.S. House of Representatives Subcommittee on National Security, Emerging Threats, and International Relations (Government Reform Committee).  According to Comptroller General Walker, Since 2001, Congress has appropriated about $430 billion to the Defense Department and other government entities for military and diplomatic efforts in the "Global War on Terror." However, because of long-standing deficiencies in the Defense Department's financial management systems and business processes, the use of estimates instead of actual cost data, and the lack of adequate supporting documentation, neither the Defense Department nor Congress reliably knows how much the war is costing and how appropriated funds are being used.]

Karzai, Hekmat, and Seth G. Jones.  "How to Curb Rising Suicide Terrorism in Afghanistan."  Christian Science Monitor, July 18, 2006.

At:  http://www.csmonitor.com/2006/0718/p09s01-coop.htm
[Excerpts:  "...Al Qaeda is staging a comeback.... Data show that when the insurgents fight US and coalition forces directly in Afghanistan, there is only a 5 percent probability of inflicting casualties. With suicide attacks, the chance of killing people and instilling fear increases several fold...Al Qaeda and the Taliban believe that suicide attacks have increased the level of insecurity among the Afghan population. This has caused some Afghans to question the government's ability to protect them and has further destabilized the authority of local government institutions. Consequently, the distance between the Afghan government and the population in specific areas is widening...suicide attacks have provided renewed visibility for the Taliban and Al Qaeda, which previous guerrilla attacks did not generate. Because of their lethality and high profile nature, every suicide attack is reported in the national and international media....How can the US and Afghan governments counter the growing use of suicide attacks? Lessons from Iraq, Israel, Sri Lanka, and elsewhere suggest that at least three steps are critical: improving intelligence, increasing law-enforcement capabilities, and countering extremist ideology."

{Hekmat Karzai is director of the Centre for Conflict and Peace Studies in Kabul. Seth G. Jones is a political scientist at the RAND Corporation. Both have conducted field research in Afghanistan on terrorism.}] 

Koppel, Ted.  "Look What Democratic Reform Dragged In."  New York Times, July 21, 2006.  

[Excerpt:  "Are the Israelis over-reacting in Lebanon? Perhaps they simply perceive their enemies' intentions with greater clarity than most. It is not the Lebanese who make the Israelis nervous, nor even Hezbollah. It is the puppet-masters in Tehran capitalizing on every opportunity that democratic reform presents. In the Palestinian territories, in Lebanon, in Egypt, should President Hosni Mubarak be so incautious as to hold a free election, it is the Islamists who benefit the most." Koppel adds that by "removing Saddam Hussein, the United States endowed the majority Shiites with real power, while simultaneously tearing down the wall that had kept Iran in check."

London Times, "Islamic Militant Groups Banned Under New Terror Laws."

July 17, 2006.  At: http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,3-2274047,00.html
Maddox, Bronwen, Nicholas Blanford, Stephen Farrell, and Ned Parker.

"Hezbollah is Fighting to the Death, But Who Is It?"  London Times, July 21, 2006.  At:

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,251-2279468,00.html
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“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

