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(1)  CORPS OF ENGINEERS:

New York Times (Editorial).  "A Chance to Reform The Corps."  July 19, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/19/opinion/19wed3.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
(2)  CULTURE OF DISASTER PREPAREDNESS [AND PREVENTION]:

Petroski, William.  "Homeland Security Official Urges Personal Preparation."  The Des Moines Register, July 18, 2006.  At:

http://desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060718/NEWS/60718036/1001/NEWS  
(3)  DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES SEEKING PUBLIC COMMENT ON DISASTER SERVICES:

"To improve emergency preparedness, response, and recovery efforts, HHS invites public comment on the following services:

Development and Implementation of Electronic Benefits Transfer System for Victims of Disaster To Receive Federal and State Benefits.

Voluntary Storage of Personal Information in Preparation for Emergencies."

Go to:  http://www.hhs.gov/emergency/rfi/
(4)  DISASTERS WAITING TO HAPPEN:

New Orleans Times-Picayune.  "Tag, Florida, You're It!"  July 19, 2006.

Accessed at: http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-3/1153288595257180.xml&coll=1 
SustainLane.  "U.S. Cities in Harm's Way."  July 18, 2006.  At:

http://www.sustainlane.com/article/996//U.S.+Cities+in+Harm%92s+Way.html
(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

New Orleans Times-Picayune (Editorial).  "Call It Terror Haute."  July 19, 2006.  At:

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/editorials/index.ssf?/base/news-3/1153287607257180.xml&coll=1 
(6)  KATRINA:

Alpert, Bruce.  "Bush Administration Denies Racism In Katrina Response."

New Orleans Times-Picayune, July 19, 2006. At: http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/washington/index.ssf?/base/news-1/115320555361930.xml&coll=1 
Associated Press.  "Medics Accused Of Killing Hurricane Victims."  July 19, 2006.  At:  http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/07/18/news/orleans.php
Jordan, Lara Jakes.  "Audit Finds iPods, Dog Booties and Brewing Equipment on Homeland Security Credit Cards."  Associated Press, July 19, 2006.  At:

http://www.nola.com/newsflash/louisiana/index.ssf?/base/news-26/1153305555196090.xml&storylist=louisiana 
(7)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

The Insider, July 2006.  (Newsletter for members of the Association of State Floodplain Managers, 2809 Fish Hatchery Rd., Madison, WI 53713; http://www.floods.org; 608-274-0123.)

(8)  MILITARY ROLE IN HOMELAND SECURITY AND DISASTERS:

See Chapter 5 "The Reserve Component's Role in Homeland Defense and Civil Support" (pp. 62-91), in:

Wormuth, Christine E., et al.  The Future of the National Guard and

Reserves:  The Beyond Goldwater-Nichols Phase III Report.  Washington,

DC:  CSIS (Center for Strategic and International Studies), July 2006, 150 pages. At: http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/bgn_ph3_report.pdf
(9)  MITIGATION:

Bazile, Karen T. "St. Bernard Warned on Flood Insurance." New Orleans Times-Picayune, 18July06.  At:http://www.nola.com/search/index.ssf?/base/library-07/115320548761930.xml?ZZLIBB&coll=1 
(10)  PANDEMIC:

Tanner, Robert.  "Governors Produce State Bird Flu Guides."  Associated Press, July 18, 2006.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/07/18/AR2006071800938.html 
(11)  PREPAREDNESS:  

Carafano, James Jay.  "Talking Through Disasters:  The Federal Role in Emergency Communications."  Washington, DC:  Heritage Foundation Backgrounder No. 1951, July 17, 2006, 7 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.heritage.org/Research/HomelandDefense/bg1951.cfm
Dizard, Wilson P. III.  "DHS' Ready.gov:  Hold The Duct Tape, Grab The Umbrella."  Washington Technology, 19July2006.

http://www.washingtontechnology.com/news/1_1/daily_news/28950-1.html
(12)  WAR ON TERROR:

G8 Summit 2006.  "G8 Summit Declaration on Counter-Terrorism," July 19, 2006, Moscow, 2 pages.  Accessed at:  http://en.g8russia.ru/docs/17.html
G8 Summit 2006.  "Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism:  Joint Fact Sheet."  July 15, 2006, Moscow, 2 pages.  Accessed at: http://en.g8russia.ru/docs/7-print.html
(13)  WEEKEND READING:

Drye, Willie.  Storm of the Century:  The Labor Day Hurricane of 1935.

Washington, DC:  National Geographic, 2002, 326 pages.

For me this event is mostly notable for the lack of preparedness, administrators/bureaucrats not taking storm risk seriously enough, miscommunication, and the after-event "blame game," reminding me very much of aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, and as another example of rapid hurricane intensification ("its energy exploded overnight" (p.2)).

Hurricane struck the Florida Keys September 1, 1935 (thus Labor Day

Hurricane) killing many dozens of veterans sent by U.S. government to Keys for road work (in order to get protestors out of Washington DC) -- one of most powerful hurricanes to hit U.S. mainland.  According to book, "...the most powerful hurricane ever to strike the United States." (p. 1) Some survivors were either carried across the Gulf to the tip of the Florida peninsula or to islands off the NW coast of Florida. (p. 156)

"The official death toll is 408, but so many victims were literally blown into oblivion that the actual number of deaths could easily be higher. The best estimate of veterans killed is somewhere between 250 and 260 -- almost two-thirds of the men who stayed in the work camps during the Labor Day weekend." (p. 214)

"A proposal to build a large, reinforced hurricane shelter for the veterans was dismissed because federal officials considered it too expensive." (p. 66)

"Dozens of veterans had died at each of the camps, but Camp 5 -- only a couple of feet below sea level, so close to the ocean that normal high tides had sometimes invaded the kitchen -- had been turned into a slaughterhouse.  Fewer than a dozen men of the 125 or so who'd been in the camp within the storm began were still alive on Tuesday." (p. 173)

"About 40 miles of [railroad] track...were destroyed." (p. 175)

"Hundreds of corpses were strewn for miles along the islands." (p. 187) Many were cremated in funeral pyres, one with 36 bodies at one time. (p.

221)

Blame game:  Relation of conversation between Col. Lawrence Westbrook, Assistant Director of the Federal Emergency Relief Agency (responsible for the veterans project), and Marvin McIntyre, special assistant to President Roosevelt, after McIntyre had been told what the death toll might be like:

"McIntyre was stunned.  'My God!' he exclaimed.  Regaining his composure, he asked the question that would echo for months through the halls of power in Washington. "Between us, Colonel,' McIntyre said. 'There is no blame that can be attached to the administration or to your office, is there?" (p. 192)  An Drye then notes "A furious flurry of accusations was already erupting, and some of the accusers were pointing at Roosevelt and his aides." (p. 192)  Would lead to a "whitewash" (p. 287) Congressional investigation and hearings.

Newspaper editorials called the veterans deaths "a national scandal" (p. 219); the Chicago Daily Tribune, on September 8th wrote that it was a "colossal blunder" for the administration which could threaten the President's political survival. (p. 219).  On the 12th the Tribune continued, that while the hurricane might be an act of god, putting the veterans on the Keys during the hurricane season was "a piece of criminal folly committed by some one in Washington.  The camps on the Florida Keys were established to avert another bonus march on Washington, with all the political embarrassments involved in such a demonstration of discontent....Naturally a site was selected as far from Washington as it conveniently could be while still providing free labor for a southern constituency which wanted public improvements at somebody else's expense." (p. 233)

Dyre on what was probably the most extensive investigation of the veteran deaths -- by David Kennamer, an investigator for the Veterans Administration:  "It was a thorough and painstaking examination of the tragedy in the Florida Keys....In Kennamer's mind, there was no doubt about why the veterans had died during the Labor Day hurricane.  [Three camp administrators]...had not done what they should have to protect the men who were their responsibility....No definite agreement had been made with the railroad to furnish a train and the railroad had not been advised as to who would have authority to order a train in the event of an emergency." (p. 255)  [A train was called for too late and was blown on its side before it could rescue anyone.]  "The evidence is...conclusive that no time should have been lost getting ready to move after the 10 a.m. [Weather Service] advisory Sunday, September 1, and that part of the readiness to move should have included a definite agreement with the railroad to furnish a train." (p. 256)

Another investigation, one by investigators for The American Legion, concluded that this tragedy was the result of "inefficiency, indifference and ignorance" of those in charge of the work camps on the Keys -- going so far as to refer to the deaths as "murder at Matecumbe."

(p. 275)
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