January 6, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  BIOTERRORISM AND PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS -- UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA:

Laurel Outlook (MT).  "Funds Help Examine Preparedness."  January 5, 2005.  Accessed at: http://www.laureloutlook.com/articles/2006/01/05/news/10funds.txt
(2)  CASE STUDIES IN EMERGENCY AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

January 6, 2006 -- Received for review from Damon Coppola at George Washington University, 2nd draft of Chapter 7, "Statutory Authority" (74 pages, single-spaced).

(3)  DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:

Fineout, Gary.  "Gov. Bush Wants $600M To Stormproof State."  Miami Herald.  January 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/13562380.htm
(4)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- BOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

January 6, 2006 -- Reviewed 3rd draft of chapter on "Economic Applications in Disaster Research, Mitigation, and Planning," by Dr.

Terry Clower, Associate Director, Center for Economic Development and Research, University of North Texas; provided review comments to lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas; and forwarded to EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses and Books section -- where it should be accessible soon.  Abstract:  

"This chapter examines the contributions of the economics discipline to disaster research, mitigation, and planning.  Economics offers modeling techniques for assessing the impacts of disasters, theories of development for understanding the choices that individuals and firms make in selecting residential and business locations, approaches for risk and vulnerability assessment in insurance and disaster planning, and policy insights in each of these areas that are affected by the political economy.  The chapter gives particular attention to common and emerging techniques for assessing the indirect economic impacts of disaster events offering an assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of each analytic approach."

(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY RELATED:

Democratic Staff, Committee on Homeland Security, U.S. House of Representatives.  Beyond Connecting The Dots:  A Vital Framework For Sharing Law Enforcement Intelligence Information.  December 28, 2005.

Accessed at:

http://hsc-democrats.house.gov/NR/rdonlyres/4EA35B9C-3DF2-4723-B8FE-0AF6 F2E07A96/0/HomelandSecurityDemocratsIntelConvertReport.pdf 
Democratic Staff, Committee on Homeland Security, U.S. House of Representatives.  Leaving The Nation At Risk:  33 Unfulfilled Promises From the Department of Homeland Security (Investigative Report).

December 27, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://hsc-democrats.house.gov/HS/Press+Releases/2005/Homeland+Security+Democrats+Raise+Serious+Concerns.htm  
(6)  HURRICANE WILMA RELATED ARTICLES:

Cramer, Elisa.  "When Will FEMA See The Light?"  Palm Beach Post, January 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/opinion/content/opinion/epaper/2006/01/06/a12a_cramercol_0106.html 
Kestin, Sally, Megan O'Matz, and John Maines.  "Fla. May End Hurricane Generator Reimbursement Program."  South Florida Sun Sentinel, January 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/southflorida/sfl-fema06jan06,0,3108147.story?coll=sfla-home-headlines 
(7)  INTRODUCTION TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- ELECTRONIC TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

January 5, 2006 -- Reviewed 2nd draft of Chapter 11, "Disaster Recovery," and provided review comments to lead textbook developer, Dr.

Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University.  Chapter Abstract:

"This chapter defines disaster recovery in terms of its distinctive activities and explains how it differs from activities that take place during other phases of the emergency management cycle. The chapter begins with a brief description of the routine functioning of U.S.

communities and then turns to the housing, economic, and psychological recovery of households and the operational recovery of businesses. The chapter then turns to the recovery assistance that can be expected from state and federal government and from insurance. The chapter concludes with a discussion of local government's pre-impact recovery planning and the implementation and improvisation of that plan during a disaster's aftermath."

This chapter has been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster to upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses and Books section.

(8)  LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY -- DISASTER SCIENCE PROGRAM:

January 6, 2006 -- Talked with Dr. John Pine, the Director of the several Disaster Science Programs at LSU, about how, in general, his programs are going, and specifically how his "Principles and Practices of Emergency Management" course went last semester (very well).  Dr.

Pine noted that student and faculty interest in the Disaster Science Program is increasing -- about 100 faculty members are now associated one way or another in the courses that support this program and student interest continues to grow -- particularly at the graduate level, even though Dr. Pine states that the school has no problem filling the 75 undergraduate seats for the annual offerings of the Introduction to Emergency Management course and the Hazards Overview course.

(9)  NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION:

Ramberg, Bennett.  "Why North Korea Will Not Give Up The Bomb."

International Herald Tribune, January 6, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/01/05/opinion/edramberg.php
Sciolino, Elaine.  "Iran Declares Its Nuclear Plan Nonnegotiable."  New York Times, January 5, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/05/international/middleeast/05iran.html?pagewanted=print 
Sheridan, Michael.   "North Korea Gathers Kit For Nuclear Bomb."  Times

(London), January 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,2089-1965140,00.html
(10)  UNIVERSITY OF AKRON -- TWO FACULTY POSITIONS OPEN:

January 6, 2006 -- Received from Dr. Nancy Grant at the University of Akron, a request to post the following two faculty vacancy announcements to the EM HiEd Project website -- EM Faculty Positions section -- in that an emergency management specialization is one of the sought-for

specializations:

TITLE: Assistant Professor 

DEPT: PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION & URBAN STUDIES                        POS:

003753 

SALARY:  Competitive           START:  August 2006 

DUTIES: Teach graduate courses, generate and conduct research, mentor and advise graduate students and participate in service to the University and to the community. 

QUALIFICATIONS:  Doctorate from an accredited university in public administration, public policy, urban studies, political science, or a closely related field required at the time of appointment. Background in public administration and a secondary field in one or more of the following specializations preferred: urban public management, emergency management, non-profit management, and policy analysis and program evaluation. 

COMMENTS:  Applicants should submit a curriculum vita, cover letter, and contact information for three references.  This is a tenure-track nine-month position. 

SEND APPLICATION MATERIALS TO:  Chair Search Committee, The Department of Public Administration and Urban Studies, The University of Akron, 265 Polsky Building, Akron, Ohio 44325-7904. 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:  Open until filled 

TITLE: Department Chair 

DEPT: PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION & URBAN STUDIES                        POS:

003605 

SALARY:  Competitive           START:  July 2006 

DUTIES: Teach graduate courses, generate and conduct research, mentor and advise graduate students, and assume a leadership role in the department. 

QUALIFICATIONS:  Doctorate from an accredited university in public administration, public policy, political science, or a closely related subject required. Academic qualifications to be appointed at the rank of

Professor required.   Relevant administrative experience in areas such

as program development and interdisciplinary collaboration required.

Strong external research and publication record and experience guiding student research preferred. 

COMMENTS:  Applicants should submit a curriculum vita, cover letter, and contact information for three references.  This is a tenure-track position. 

SEND APPLICATION MATERIALS TO:  Chair Search Committee, The Department of Public Administration and Urban Studies, The University of Akron, 265 Polsky Building, Akron, Ohio 44325-7904. 

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:  Open until filled 

(11)  WEATHER 2005:

Pickoff-White, Lisa.  "Climate and Storms Break Records in 2005."

National Academies, December 30, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.nationalacademies.org/printer/headlines/20051230.html
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