January 5, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  AUBURN UNIVERSITY, MONTGOMERY, AL -- INVESTIGATING EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS CENTER:

January 5, 2006 -- Communicated with Bob Wood, a Program Manager at Auburn, who notes that Auburn is investigating the development of a Center for Emergency Preparedness "that would offer a Certificate in Business Continuity as well as individual courses in emergency planning and preparedness."  Mr. Wood noted that, if this initiative comes to fruition, the courses would be non-academic credit CEU courses offered through the School of Continuing Education and targeting "first responders, volunteers and those...in the private sector...responsible for emergency services."  We have previously discussed the availability and use of EMI training courses and EM HiEd Project developed educational courses.  For additional information, Bob Wood can be reached at:  rwood2@mail.aum.edu

(2)  CASE STUDIES IN CRISIS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

January 5, 2006 -- Finished review of 86-page Chapter 8 (more like a small book), "Business Crisis and Continuity Management Planning," and provided review comments to the textbook developer, George Haddow, George Washington University.  Three case studies and an introductory section are provided:

The 2003 Northeast Blackout

Marriott Corporation Practices Business Continuity Planning University of Washington's Experience with FEMA Disaster Resistant Universities Program

Forwarded this chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website, where it should be accessible soon.

In addition, began investigating with Mr. Haddow the addition of a new chapter related to Hurricane Katrina private sector response case studies (three), to be supported via a new micro purchase work order.

(3)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS, AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

January 5, 2006 -- Received for review from lead book developer, Dr.

David McEntire, University of North Texas, 5th draft of chapter on "The Contributions of Management Theory and Practice to Emergency Management," by Dr. John Pine, Director of the Disaster Science and Management Program at LSU, as well as Interim Chair of the Department of Geography and Anthropology.

(4)  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT -- GRADUATE LEVEL COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

January 5, 2006 -- Received today two CD ROMS containing the final version (I trust) of this graduate level course on Floodplain Management

-- from lead course developer, Robert Freitag, University of Washington.

CD ROMS will now go to Admin Support to produce a printed copy of this approximately 1000 page course -- for me to review prior to posting in the Completed Courses section of "Free College Courses section on the EM HiEd Project website -- to ensure that the "final" copy is consistent with course modification agreements reached at the conclusion of the course review comment period.  If all goes well, the final copy should be posted to the Project website in fairly short order.

(5)  HOMELAND SECURITY RELATED ARTICLES:

Fiorill, Joe.  "Major Metro Areas Found Ineligible for Anti-Terror Grants."  Global Security Newswire, January 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33095&printerfriendlyVers=1&  
George, Justin.  "Bay Area Safer, So Gets Less Money - Homeland Security's Ranking of the Region [Tampa Bay, FL] Based on Terrorism Risk Means Less Funding for Disaster Preparedness and Hurricane Response." St. Petersburg Times (FL), January 5, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.sptimes.com/2006/01/05/news_pf/Tampabay/Bay_area_safer__so_ge.shtml 
New York Daily News (Editorial).  "Promises, Promises, Mr. Chertoff."

January 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nydailynews.com/01-04-2006/news/ideas_opinions/story/379795p-322500c.html 
Ripley, Amanda.  "The Real Deal Behind Chertoff's New Funding Plan."

Time, January 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.time.com/time/nation/printout/0,8816,1145692,00.html
Salt Lake Tribune (Editorial).  "Homeland Security:  Anti-Terror Money Should Go Where It is Most Needed."  January 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.sltrib.com/portlet/article/html/fragments/print_article.jsp?article=3372684 
Walton, Don.  "Nelson Defense Rural Homeland Security Funding."  Lincoln Journal Star (NE), January 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.journalstar.com/articles/2006/01/04/local/doc43bc563567354827142657.prt 
(6)  INTRODUCTION TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

January 5, 2006 -- Reviewed 1st draft of Chapter 7, "Hazard Mitigation"

(43 pages); provided review comments to lead textbook developer, Dr.

Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University; and forwarded chapter to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website, where it will be available soon.  Chapter Abstract:

"This chapter will explain what hazard mitigation is, and how it fits in with the other classic phases of emergency management. Next, the chapter will describe the most widely used mitigation strategies and the ways they are applied to the most common types of environmental hazards. The following section will describe the legal basis for hazard mitigation as it stands in the United States today. Problems in the adoption and implementation of mitigation policies will be described and some methods of addressing them will be offered. Finally, the chapter will conclude with as discussion of the relationship between hazard mitigation and sustainable development."

(7)  STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK - CANTON -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FACULTY SOLICITATION:

January 5, 2005 -- Received today from Nancy Rowledge at SUNY Canton a request to post the following faculty vacancy announcement on the EM HiEd Project website -- which is being done:

"SUNY Canton invites applications for a tenure track faculty position beginning Fall 2006 for a new baccalaureate degree in Emergency and Disaster Management.  The responsibilities include: teaching, advising and recruiting students; engaging in scholarly activities; developing online courses; developing internship sites for students; seeking external funds; and supervising, monitoring, and assessing student internship activities.

Preferred qualifications include: an earned doctorate (ABD will be

considered) in a discipline related to disaster, emergency and crisis management from a regionally accredited institution; a minimum of 3 years higher education experience; the ability to develop and deliver web-based coursework; 5 years experience related to business (private or public) continuity, emergency preparedness operations, disaster preparedness, security management, mitigation, community recovery, and training utilizing simulations and modeling. Candidates with emergency and disaster education and training with additional education or experience in a field closely related to Criminal Justice will be considered.

Send letter of interest, curriculum vitae, a statement to include qualifications and teaching philosophy, and copies of transcripts, email address, and contact information for five references to:  Emergency and Disaster Management Faculty Recruitment Committee, Human Resources Dept., SUNY Canton, 34 Cornell Drive, Canton, NY 13617.  Review of applications will begin mid-December and continue until the position is filled.  SUNY Canton is an Affirmative Action, Equal Opportunity Employer with a commitment of diversity in our faculty, staff, and student body."

(8)  TERRORISM:

Traynor, Ian, and Ian Cobain.  "Intelligence Report Claims Nuclear Market Thriving - European Firms Warned They Are Main Target of Illicit Trade in Weapons Parts."  Guardian (London), January 4, 2006.  Accessed

at:  http://www.guardian.co.uk/print/0,3858,5366482-111322,00.html
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