January 3, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BODY OF KNOWLEDGE SURVEY:

January 3, 2006 -- Received news from Carol Cwiak, emergency management doctoral student at North Dakota State University, that she has just recently distributed a survey questionnaire to representatives of colleges and universities with emergency management programs on The College List on the EM HiEd Project website.  In that emergency management literature continues to grow and evolve she is seeking to update results from a partially successful emergency management body of knowledge survey conducted last year -- not all leads for program levels (AD, BA/S, Grad) came through with committed for survey results.  Carol is surveying at all three of these collegiate levels.  Unlike last year's survey -- which sought to compile a listing of the top 50 "readings" in emergency management -- Carol is asking only for a listing of the top ten emergency management readings (books, articles, reports, etc.) believed to be absolutely essential for a student to have read prior to completion of an emergency management course of study -- again at three levels -- AD, BA/S, Graduate.  If you receive one of Carol's survey instruments would you please take the time to complete it and email it back to her -- at madamgovnr@msn.com.   These surveys are, we believe, important for the growth of the discipline of emergency management.

(2)  INTRODUCTION TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- ELECTRONIC COLLEGE TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

January 3, 2005 -- Reviewed 2nd draft of chapter 5 "Principal Hazards In The United States" (47 pages), and provided review comments to lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University.

Abstract:  

"This chapter describes the principal environmental hazards that are of greatest concern to emergency managers in communities throughout the United States. Each of these hazards will be described in terms of the physical processes that generate them, the geographical areas that are most commonly at risk, the types of impacts and typical magnitude of hazard events, and hazard-specific issues of emergency response."

The chapter has been uploaded to the Project website -- Free College Courses, Books" section.

(3)  MILETI PRESENTATION ON THE FUTURE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

January 3, 2006 -- Received from Dr. Dennis Mileti, immediate past Director of the Natural Hazards Center at the University of Colorado at Boulder, his final edit of a transcript of his presentation on "The Future of Emergency Management," delivered on June 8, 2005 at the last Emergency Management Higher Education Conference.  The four-page single-spaced presentation has been forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the Project website -- Hi Ed Conferences section -- 2005 EM HiEd Conference subsection -- click on "Agenda" and scroll down to June

8 morning session and then click on Dr. Mileti's name to access his presentation.  Should be accessible shortly.

(4)  PANDEMICS:

Yen, Hope.  "U.S. Says It's Making Progress on Bird Flu."  Associated Press, January 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/living/health/13531172.htm?template=contentModules/printstory.jsp 

(5)  PREPAREDNESS:

Margasak, Larry.  "Government Prepares For Next Big Disaster."  The Associated Press, January 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/12/31/AR2005123100433_pf.html 

(6)  RISK-BASED FORMULA FOR URBAN AREAS SECURITY INITIATIVE GRANTS:

January 3, 2006 -- The Department of Homeland Security issues a press release entitled "DHS Introduces Risk-based Formula for Urban Areas Security Initiative Grants," which, following the Hurricane Katrina response, alters the terrorism only criteria of the previous grant program to the largest cities in the country to incorporate natural hazards as well -- particularly to cities, or urban areas, facing multiple threats/hazards.  The press release and two-page listing of eligible urban areas can be accessed at:

http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/display?content=5317
(7)  STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR CATASTROPHIC EMERGENCIES:

January 3, 2006 -- Talked with Jude Colle, Senior Researcher, Homeland Security Institute, about preparing for catastrophe -- Ms. Colle had learned of the Preparing for Catastrophe focus of the June 5-8, 2006 Emergency Management and Homeland Security/Defense Higher Education Conference and the potential pre-conference workshop on how to develop a college course on preparing for catastrophe -- and wanted additional information.  The Homeland Security Institute has been tasked to work with the Department of Defense to develop a joint 2-3 week course on Strategic Planning for Catastrophic Emergencies aimed at a target audience of GS 14-15s and their DOD equivalents.  Her timeline, however, is before the June Conference, so any materials developed immediately prior to, at or following the conference would not be of immediate use to the Homeland Security Institute project.  Discussed differences to be made between disasters and catastrophes.  For additional information, Jude Colle can be reached at:  Judith.Colle@hsi.dhs.gov

(8)  TERRORISM:

Pipes, Daniel.  "Two Germans vs. Islamism."  Jewish World Review, January 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.jewishworldreview.com/0106/pipes2006_01_03.php3
(9)  WILMA:

Kestin, Sally.  "FEMA Spent More On Generators Than On Repairs in Wake of Wilma."  South Florida Sun-Sentinel, December 31, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/news/local/southflorida/sfl-cfema31dec31,0,7504864,print.story?coll=sfla-home-headlines 

Pounds, Marcia Heroux.  "Time To Rethink Disaster Aid."  South Florida Sun-Sentinel, January 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.sun-sentinel.com/business/columnists/sfl-ybmarcia02jan02,0,1829723,print.column?coll=sfla-business-col 

St. Petersburg Times (Editorial).  "Stop FEMA's Hurricane Freebies."

January 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/sptimes/953620371.html?MAC=4459372f10883ae0f539f6a146441d93&did=953620371&FMT=FT&FMTS=FT&date=&author=&pub=&printformat=1&desc=Stop+FEMA%27s+hurricane+freebies 
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