January 20, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DHS SCHOLARSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP COMPETITION 2006:

January 20, 2006 -- Received request to run the following information in the activity report:

ANNOUNCING -- 2006 Competition Guidelines and Application Materials Application deadline January 31, 2006 Supporting materials deadline February 7, 2006

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) realizes that the country's strong science and technology community provides a critical advantage in the development and implementation of counter-terrorist measures and other DHS objectives.  The DHS Scholarship and Fellowship Program is intended for students interested in pursuing the basic science and technology innovations that can be applied to the DHS mission.  This education program is intended to ensure a diverse and highly talented science and technology community to achieve the DHS mission and objectives.  Areas of study that are eligible include:

physical sciences, mathematical sciences, computer and information sciences, life sciences, social sciences, psychology, selected humanities, and engineering.  The DHS Scholars and Fellows are supported by the Science and Technology Directorate, Office of Research and Development (ORD), University Programs.  Approximately 100 Scholars and Fellows are to be funded.

Undergraduate Scholarship information: http://www.orau.gov/dhsed/Ugad2006.htm
Graduate Fellowship information:  http://www.orau.gov/dhsed/Grad2006.htm
Questions? E-mail:  dhsed@orau.gov 
Visit:  www.dhs.gov and click on Research and Technology 

(2)  DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES:

Duncan, Barbara.  "Selected Reports and Research on Needs of People with

Disabilities in Disasters:  International Review."  Disability World,

Issue 27, December 27, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.disabilityworld.org/12-01_06/disasterneeds.shtml
National Organization on Disability.  Interactive Map of Disability &

Emergency Preparedness Resources.  Accessed on January 20, 2006 at:

http://www.nod.org/EPIResources/interactive_map.html
(3)  DISASTER PREPAREDNESS CITIZEN SURVEY:

January 20, 2006 -- Received from Eric Holdeman, Director of the King

County, WA Office of Emergency Management, a copy of a recent survey of

King County (home of Seattle) residents on several disaster preparedness

questions -- one of which was:  "As far as being prepared for different

types of disasters, which ONE of the following types of disaster do you

feel would be MOST important to be prepared for?"  The answers:

44% Earthquake

 4% Terrorist Event

 6% Other Natural Disaster

46% All Of The Above

See:   Marshall Marketing & Communications, Inc., in partnership with

KIRO-TV.  "Disaster Preparedness Poll."  Seattle, WA:  King County

Office of Emergency Preparedness, December 2005, 18-page Power Point

Presentation.  Accessed at:  Accessed at: http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/docs/2006-01-12%20004%20M&C%20Survey%20Report%20Dec%2005.pdf 
Other related surveys can be located at:

http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/preparerespond/default.aspx
(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HI-ED CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006 -- PRE-CONFERENCE CATASTROPHE READINESS AND RESPONSE WORKSHOP:

January 20, 2006 -- Talked today with Dr. Rick Bissell, Director of the

Emergency Health Services Graduate Program at the University of

Maryland, Baltimore County, concerning his interest in taking the lead

in the development of a pre-conference workshop on Monday June 5, 2006

on "How to Design, Develop and Teach a College Course on Catastrophe

Readiness and Response." This workshop would be open to anyone coming in

early for the conference.  Dr. Bissell would like to start working on

this workshop now with a small group of people who anticipate attending

the conference and this workshop -- to do some preliminary thinking

about topics, objectives and such prior to the workshop so that it gets

off to a running start, so to speak.  

The audience for this conference are full time faculty members and

administrators at colleges and universities that have hazard, disaster,

emergency management, homeland security/defense programs (degrees,

concentrations, certificates and the like).  In addition a small number

of "stakeholder" organization representatives usually attend -- such as

emergency management, college, EM student associations, government/military.

Thus, if an interested reader from within one of these "categories"

would like to volunteer to work with Dr. Bissell, his email address is: bissell@umbc.edu 
For those who would like to work with Dr. Bissell but are unsure if they

fit into one of the audience categories, contact me at the email address

at the end of the activity report.

(5)  GAO REPORT ON HOMELAND SECURITY CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE RISK MANAGEMENT:

Government Accountability Office.  Risk Management:  Further Refinements

Needed to Assess Risks and Prioritize Protective Measures at Ports and

Other Critical Infrastructure - Report to Congressional Requesters

(GA0-06-91).  Washington DC:  US GAO, December 2005, 130 pages.

Accessed at:   http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d0691.pdf
(6)  HAZARDS MAPPING AND MODELING COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

January 20, 2006 -- Communicated with Dr. Ute Dymon, Department of

Geography, Kent State University -- and a member of the EM HiEd Project

course development team put together by Dr. John Pine at LSU on Hazards

Mapping and Modeling.  Dr. Dymon notes that she is teaching a pilot version of the Hazards Mapping and Modeling course this semester and hopes to incorporate this experience into the final product to be delivered to the EM HiEd Project later this year.  For additional information, Dr. Dymon can be reached at:  udymon@kent.edu, and Dr. Pine can be reached at jpine@lsu.edu 
(7)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Strohm, Chris.  "New Preparedness Directorate at DHS Up and Running."

Government Executive, January 4, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33092&printerfriendlyVers=1& 
(8)  HURRICANE KATRINA:

January 20, 2006 -- Received request from Dr. Paula Gordon to note the

following:

Gordon, Paula D.  "Thoughts about Katrina:  Responses to Two Questions

about Hurricane Katrina and America's Resilience."  December 1, 2005, 8

pages.  Accessed at:  http://users.rcn.com/pgordon/homeland/katrina.html
(9)  LAST BEST CHANCE -- DVD DOCUDRAMA ON NUCLEAR TERRORISM THREAT:

This is a 45-minute film developed by the Nuclear Threat Initiative,

with additional funding from the Carnegie Corporation of New York and

the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. The "fictional but

not fanciful" (NTI Press Release, July 14, 2005), is followed by a

conversation on the dangers of nuclear terrorism with Tom Brokaw, former

Senator Sam Nunn, and Senator Richard Lugar.  Additional information as

well as free copies of the DVD can be accessed at:

http://www.lastbestchance.org/
See, also:  Hertzberg, Hendrik.  "Rain and Fire" (on "Last Best Chance"

Nuclear Terrorism Docudrama).  The New Yorker, September 26, 2005.

Accessed at: http://www.newyorker.com/printables/talk/051003ta_talk_hertzberg
(10)  NAVAL POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL, CENTER FOR HOMELAND SECURITY DEFENSE & SECURITY -- HOMELAND SECURITY DIGITAL LIBRARY:

According to the HSDL homepage this "is the nation's premier collection

of homeland security policy and strategy related documents.  It supports

local, state and federal analysis and decision-making needs and assists

academics of all disciplines in homeland defense and security related

research."  One must apply for access, which can be performed at:

http://www.hsdl.org/uPortal/render.userLayoutRootNode.uP
(11)  NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION:

Albright, David, and Corey Hinderstein.  "Iran's Next Steps:  Final

Tests and the Construction of a Uranium Enrichment Plant."  Institute

for Science and International Security, January 12, 2006, 3-pages.

Accessed at: http://www.isis-online.org/publications/iran/irancascade.pdf
Charbonneau, Louis.  "German Spies See Iran 3-4 Yrs From A-Bomb-Source."

Reuters, January 19, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L19752169.htm
Charen, Mona.  "Will Israel Solve Our Problem?" (Iran).  Jewish World

Review, January 20, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.jewishworldreview.com/cols/charen012006.php3?printer_friendly
(12)  PANDEMICS:

Bradsher, Keith.  "Donors Commit $1.9 Billion to Battle Bird Flu -

Recent Turkish Deaths Prod Nations, Agencies to Up Ante."  New York

Times, January 19, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?file=/chronicle/archive/2006/01/19/MNGM8GPCNJ1.DTL 
(13)  WAR ON TERRORISM:  

Fattah, Hassan M.  "Bin Laden Warns of Attacks on the U.S."  New York

Times, January 20, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.iht.com/bin/print_ipub.php?file=/articles/2006/01/19/news/qaeda.php 
Mail & Guardian (South Africa).  "Chirac Threatens 'Terrorist' States

with Nuclear Attack."  January 19, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.mg.co.za/articlePage.aspx?articleid=261813&area=/breaking_news/breaking_news__international_news/#   
Meyer, Josh.  "U.S. Faults Saudi Efforts on Terrorism - The Kingdom Has

Gotten Tough Within Its Borders, But Militants Are Pouring Into Iraq,

and Money is Still Flowing to Al Qaeda, Officials Say."  Los Angeles

Times, January 15, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/la-fg-saudi15jan15,0,5268561,print.story?coll=la-home-headlines 
Yahoo!News.  "Abu Hamza Said Killing Non-Muslims 'OK' In Any

Circumstance."  January 13, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20060113/wl_uk_afp/britainattacksegyptjusticehamza; ylt=An0FoQW93ObslenUwFEW5TFvaA8F;_ylu=X3oDMTA5aHJvMDdwBHNlYwN5 bmNhdA--   
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