January 13, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  AUSTIN PEAY STATE UNIVERSITY -- NEW EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATE PROGRAM APPROVED:

January 13, 2006 -- Received communication from Col. Greg Kaufman (Ret.), Director of the Institute for Global Security Studies at Austen Peay noting that on April 17 "we will debut our new Emergency Management Certificate program (4 levels, each with a discrete certificate...Mastery Certificate awarded at end of all 4 courses)."

Though the certificate program will be CEU-based, plans are to turn it into an accredited Minor if successful.  The first four courses will be:

Introduction to Emergency Management

Leadership and Influence

Interpersonal and Organizational Communication Civics -- Laws and Authorities

Students will attend class one day each week for seven weeks.

We are gathering additional information to draft a description for the "Programs Under Development" section of The College List on the EM HiEd Project website -- which should be accessible there in the fairly near future.  In the meantime, for more information, Col. Kaufmann can be reached at:  kaufmanng@apsu.edu 
(2)  DEFENSE COORDINATING OFFICER TEAMS TO BE STATIONED AT FEMA REGIONS:

Learned from staff at FEMA Headquarters this week that a decision has just recently been made with NORTHCOM on the establishment of a full-time six-person Regional Defense Coordinating Officer Element in each of FEMA's 10 Regional Offices in the fairly near future.  Will provide additional information as I get it.  In the meantime, for additional information one can contact Michel Pawlowski, Incident Response Section Chief, FEMA HQ at:  michel.pawlowski@dhs.gov 
(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Hipp, Laura.  "Emergency Management Director Wants Staff Doubled."

Jackson Clarion-Ledger (MS), January 12, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060112/NEWS/60112013&SearchID=73232445436612  
(4)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Mittelstadt, Michelle.  "Disaster Plans' 1st Test:  Feds."  Dallas Morning News, January 13, 2006.  Accessed at:http://www.dallasnews.com/s/dws/news/nation/stories/DN-disaster_13nat.ART.North.Edition2.1da8c020.html 

(5)  HURRICANES KATRINA & RITA:

Hsu, Spencer S.  "2 Million Displaced By Storms."  Washington Post, January 13, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2006/01/12/AR2006011201912_pf.html 
(6)  INTRODUCTION TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK PROJECT 

REVIEWS:

During the week we received a dozen requests to review the 1st complete draft of this approximately 700-page electronic college textbook -- based on an announcement we placed in the "Disaster Researcher"

electronic newsletter distributed by the Natural Hazards Center at the University of Boulder.  We already had about a dozen reviewers based upon a notice in the EM HiEd Activity Report.  Barbara tells me that we have a good mix of reviewers -- academics, EM practitioners, consultants.  The end of the review period will be the end of February.

Then we will communicate with the lead textbook developer, Dr. Michael Lindell of Texas A&M University, to go over review comments and make decisions on textbook modifications based upon those comments.  Then a new draft will be developed and then reviewed here to determine if all the agreed-upon modifications have been made.  Project should be "completed" by the end of April.  Put completed in quotation marks in that since this is an electronic textbook we plan on adding chapters from other contributors as funding and need require.  The last chapter in the textbook, on emergency management law, by William Nicholson, is an example of this sort of addition.  

The draft textbook is accessible at: http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/introtoEM.asp
We do not need any additional reviewers.

(7)  PANDEMICS:

Mosquera, Mary.  "HHS Grants $100 Million For State Pandemic Preparedness."  Government Computer News, January 12, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.gcn.com/vol1_no1/daily-updates/37977-1.html
B.Wayne Blanchard, Ph.D., CEM

Higher Education Project Manager

Emergency Management Institute

National Emergency Training Center

Federal Emergency Management Agency

Department of Homeland Security

16825 S. Seton, N-430

Emmitsburg, MD 21727

(301) 447-1262, voice

(301) 447-1598, fax

wayne.blanchard@dhs.gov

http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/edu
“Please note: Some of the Web sites linked to in this document are not federal government Web sites, and may not necessarily operate under the same laws, regulations, and policies as federal Web sites.”

