January 11, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 6-8, 2006:

January 11, 2006 -- Talked with Ben Curran, FEMA Liaison to the National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster, in Raleigh, NC at the moment, about to address the NVOAD Board of Directors.  Ben wanted to refresh his memory on our request to him to pull together a panel of NGO representatives at the next HiEd Conference on the topic of providing their perspective on Preparing for Catastrophe -- the overall theme of the conference.  Said he would get back to us next week upon his return to the office on reactions received.

(2)  HURRICANE KATRINA RELATED:

Baum, Dan.  "Deluged:  When Katrina Hit, Where Were The Police?"  The New Yorker, January 9, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.newyorker.com/fact/content/articles/060109fa_fact
Cliff Notes smaller version available as:

Suburban Emergency Management Project.  "How the New Orleans Police Department Experienced Hurricane Katrina:  Baum's Article in 'The New Yorker'."  SEMP Biot #316, January 7, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.semp.us/biots/biot_316.html
(3)  INTRODUCTION TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT -- TEXTBOOK DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT:

January 11, 2006 -- Reviewed Chapter 14, "Professional Accountability"

(27 pages) and provided review comments to lead textbook developer, Dr.

Michael Lindell, Texas A&M University.  Chapter abstract:

"As indicated in Chapter 1, the practice of emergency management has undergone many changes over the past half century. So too has the concept and definition of an emergency manager. Indeed, emergency manager is a recent title, preceded by terms such as civil defense director, disaster planner, and emergency planner. It has only been in the past two decades that government departments changed names from emergency services to emergency management agencies; much scrutiny and deliberation were required before government personnel officers permitted employee titles to change from emergency planner to emergency manager. There remains less than full consensus regarding whether emergency management is appropriately labeled a profession, with many academics still preferring the concept of occupation. These issues notwithstanding, this chapter examines the concept of a profession of emergency management and the processes through which it is moving toward further establishing itself as recognized profession."

This chapter has been uploaded to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses, Books section -- Introduction to Emergency Management Electronic Textbook. 

(4)  JOURNAL OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, VOL. 2, ISSUE 4, 2005:

January 11, 2006 -- Received today the following notice:

"The Berkeley Electronic Press, together with editors John R. Harrald and Claire B. Rubin of the Institute for Crisis, Disaster, and Risk Management at George Washington University, is pleased to announce a new issue of the Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (JHSEM). A full description of the journal may be found below or by visiting http://www.bepress.com/jhsem .

To view any of the articles in question, simply click on the links below (full citations and abstracts follow at bottom of message).

ARTICLES

Jon D. Haveman, Howard J. Shatz, and Ernesto A. Vilchis "U.S. Port Security Policy after 9/11: Overview and Evaluation".

http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol2/iss4/1
COMMUNICATIONS, DISPATCHES & NOTES FROM THE FIELD

Michael C. Clarke "Managing the Terrorism Threat".

http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol2/iss4/8
Francois Mancebo "Call for papers -- Journal of Alpine Research".

http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol2/iss4/9
BOOK REVIEWS

Christian M. Salmon "Terrorist and the International Business Environment".

http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol2/iss4/2
Claire B. Rubin "Terrorism".

http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol2/iss4/3
Mark Waugh "Dying To Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism".

http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol2/iss4/5
Andy Altizer and Erum Rubina Jilani "Ghost Wars: The Secret History of the CIA, Afghanistan, and Bin Laden, from the Soviet Invasion to September 10, 2001".

http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol2/iss4/6
Cynthia L. Kellams "Homeland Security Field Guide: A Pocket Reference for WMD & Terrorism Response".

http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol2/iss4/7
RELATED RESEARCH IN OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Claire B. Rubin "Related Research in Other Publications".

http://www.bepress.com/jhsem/vol2/iss4/4
The Journal of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (JHSEM) is intended to make an innovative contribution to the current critical national effort to promote homeland security by providing an accessible, responsive medium for the publication of research, exchange of ideas, and discussion of current issues and events by knowledgeable researchers and practitioners. JHSEM seeks information and insights on homeland security and emergency management from a broad array of professions, including engineering; political science/public administration/policy analysis; decision science; and health and medical. JHSEM publishes peer reviewed research papers, comments and reports from the field, and summaries (abstracts) of related research appearing in other journals.

You are invited to contribute your knowledge and insights to this dynamic and valuable professional exchange. Submissions may be uploaded at http://www.bepress.com/cgi/submit.cgi?context=jhsem ."

(5)  KANKAKEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, IL:

January 11, 2006 - The Project Assistant, Barbara Johnson, spoke to Mike Casagrande to see if the Emergency Management Specialist AAS scheduled to begin January 9, 2006 had indeed started.  Mr. Casagrande said the program is now scheduled to begin fall semester of 2006.  He cites low enrollment and the desire by the Illinois Educational Advisory Committee to present certified courses.  This requires a little more time.  In the meantime Kankakee emergency management instructors are continuing adult education courses and community training in NIMS.  They are also taking part in the Illinois Community College System Conference in February, 2006.  The building and grounds have been purchased to be used as a training facility on the college grounds for the emergency management program.  Mr. Casagrande has been given the go ahead by his college to attend the 06 Hi Ed Conference in June.  For additional information, consult the description of the Kankakee Community College Program in The College List on the EM HiEd Project homepage -- "Programs Under Investigation/Development" section, or email Mike Casagrande at: mcasagrande@kcc.edu   
(6)  NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND OTHER WMD PROLIFERATION-RELATED:

Agence France-Presse.  "US:  Iran Nuclear Move Marks 'Serious Escalation'."  January 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.spacewar.com/news/US_Iran_Nuclear_Move_Marks_Serious_Escalation.html 
Blankley, Tony.  "Iran Policy Is Calculated Risk."  Jewish World Review, January 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://jewishworldreview.com/0106/blankley011106.php3
Dinmore, Guy.  "US Diplomats Ready To Go To United Nations" (Iran & Nuclear Proliferation).  Financial Times, January 10, 2006.  Accessed

at:  http://news.ft.com/cms/s/bf281cb0-820b-11da-aea0-0000779e2340.html
Fathi, Nazila, and John O'Neil.  "Defiantly, Iran Starts Uranium Program."  New York Times, January 10, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/01/10/news/iran.php
Kelly, Jack.  "Latest Lunatic Thug Is Putting World on Notice."  Jewish World Review, January 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://jewishworldreview.com/0106/jkelly011106.php3
Lugar, Richard G.  "Lugar and Obama Press Administration to Secure Loose Weapons - Bipartisan Effort Focuses on Antiaircraft Missiles, Stolen WMDs and Conventional Weapons Used in Improvised Roadside Bombs."

Washington DC:  United States Senate, Press Release dated January 9, 2006.  Accessed at: http://lugar.senate.gov/pressapp/record.cfm?id=250324
Yahoo!News Australia & NZ.  "Iran Will Not Give Up Its Nuclear Right:

Rafsanjani."  January 11, 2006.  Accessed at: http://au.news.yahoo.com/060111/19/xjni.html
(7)  PANDEMIC-RELATED:

Rosenthal, Elisabeth.  "Bird Flu Changing Before Doctors' Eyes?"

International Herald Tribune, January 11, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/01/10/news/flu.php
Washington Post (Editorial).  "Bird Flu Harbingers," January 11, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/01/10/AR2006011001542.html?referrer=email&referrer=email 
(8)  READY CAMPUS GUIDE -- NOW AVAILABLE:

January 11, 2006 -- Received note today from Dr. Helen J. Speziale, Special Assistant to the President for Sponsored Research and National Programs, College Misericordia, Dallas, PA, indicating that a "Ready Campus Manual" is now available -- at:  http://www.readycampus.org/ One first needs to register, but it is brief and relatively painless, and the 125-paged manual is then free to access and download.  There was a presentation on this initiative at last year's EM HiEd Conference.  As a note on the Ready Campus homepage states:  

"Ready Campus is a partnership among Pennsylvania's colleges and universities and their neighboring communities designed to strengthen preparation for and response to regional or national emergencies through the use of campus facilities, training campus volunteers and providing college students with service learning opportunities to prepare them to be crisis-ready civic leaders of the future."

(9)  UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA -- NEW HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE GRADUATE CERTIFICATE:

January 11, 2006 -- Received news from Dr. Wayne Westhoff, Center for Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance, College of Public Health, University of South Florida, that as a result of a curriculum reevaluation (which I participated in) last year, several changes have been introduced to the existing Graduate Certificate in Disaster Management -- adding more material on theory, the news media, and providing more links to FEMA materials.  In addition, USF has now instituted a new Graduate Humanitarian Assistance Certificate, comprised of four on-line courses.  The Project Assistant will be gathering information on these changes and additions to reflect in "write-ups" in The College List on the EM HiEd Project website.  In the meantime, for additional information, Dr. Westhoff can be reached next week, upon his return from El Salvador, at:  wwesthof@hsc.usf.edu 
(10)  16th WORLD CONFERENCE ON DISASTER MANAGEMENT, JUNE 18-21, 2006, TORONTO, CANADA:

January 11, 2006 -- Received from Adrian Gordon, Executive Director, Canadian Centre for Emergency Preparedness, a request to post the following pasted-in announcement:

"... the Canadian Centre for Emergency Preparedness (CCEP) plans on setting up an education campus at this year's 16th World Conference on Disaster Management. The conference will take place June 18-21, 2006 at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre - full information is posted on our web site www.wcdm.org. The campus will provide educational institutions with opportunities to participate in the conference at reduced fees. If you would like further information please contact Vicki Welstead on (416) 595 1414 or by email at vicki.welstead@absolutevents.com 
The interest in the event has so far exceeded all previous years and we expect to attract over 1500 delegates from more than 50 countries around the world.....

Adrian Gordon, Executive Director, Canadian Centre for Emergency Preparedness (www.ccep.ca) 860 Harrington Court, Burlington, On. L7N 3N4, CANADA, Tel: (905) 331 2552, Fax: (905) 331 1641,

Email: agordon@ccep.ca  
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