February 9, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER ED CONFERENCE, JUNE 5-8, 2006:

Talked with David Crisp, Preparedness Section Chief within the Florida Division of Emergency Management, concerning the approximately 15 minutes he will have on the "Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness & Response -- State Emergency Management" panel.  Two major points he intends to make are first the importance of establishing state-level funding mechanisms so that emergency management capability development wishes can become reality, and secondly the crucial importance of top level commitment to emergency management.

Communicated with Dr. Kevin Mickey, Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis on the advisability of scheduling a "GIS in Emergency Management and Homeland Security" Breakout Session in addition to the pre-conference workshop.

Communicated with Patrick Newman, U.S. Coast Guard Academy, on, among other things, his 15-20 minute presentation on the DHS Strategic Studies Program Initiative during the DHS Initiatives Breakout Session, and his recommendation to invite former Governor James Gilmore of VA to the conference for a Wednesday early evening plenary presentation on the initiatives of the National Council on Readiness and Preparedness which he chairs -- purpose of which is to build  public/private partnerships to strengthen homeland security

Communicated with Dr. John Pine, Chair of the Department of Geography, Louisiana State University, and with Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, on arranging for Dr. Pine to join the Breakout Session being organized by Dr. McEntire on "Highly Vulnerable Populations and Catastrophe Readiness and Response."

(2)  KATRINA:

Meserve, Jeanne, and Mike Ahlers.  "Pre-Katrina Study Exposed FEMA Woes."  CNN.com, February 8, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.cnn.com/2006/US/02/08/fema.study/
Navarrette, Ruben.  "Insecure About Homeland Security."  San Diego Union-Tribune, February 9, 2006.  Accessed at:  

http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/op-ed/navarrette/20060208-9999-lz1e8navar.html 
(3)  WAR ON TERROR:

White House.  "President Discusses Progress in War on Terror to National Guard."  Washington, DC:  National Guard Building, February 9, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/02/20060209-2.html
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