February 3, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  COMPARATIVE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

February 3, 2006 -- Talked with Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas on the possibility of developing a project to develop the first module of a college course on Comparative Emergency Management, the primary focus of which would be to look at emergency management principles and practice from an international comparative perspective.  One question such a course could address has to do with the question of are there emergency management principles that transcend geo-political borders and cultures.  Another would be to address just what are the most critical U.S. emergency management principles.

(2)  DISASTERS AS A GROWTH BUSINESS:

Yee, Daniel.  "La Nina To Return; More Hurricanes Feared."  Associated Press,  February 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/ap/science/3632074.html
(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONF., JUNE 5-8, 2006:

February 3, 2006 -- Talked with Mike Selves, Director of the Johnson County (KS) Office of Emergency Management and Homeland Security, concerning his participation on the plenary panel "Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response, Local Emergency Management," on June 8th.

February 3, 2006 -- Talked with Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, on development of a Breakout Session on Highly Vulnerable Populations and Catastrophes.  Subsequently, Dr. McEntire developed the following notice concerning this breakout session topic:

"Exploring the Relationship between Vulnerability and Catastrophe Dr.

McEntire is seeking participants for a panel on vulnerability and catastrophe for the 2006 higher education conference in Emmitsburg, Maryland.  Topics may include the vulnerability of people, places and things (e.g., the disabled, coastal buildings and infrastructure) to natural, technological or terrorist related catastrophes.  The focus of the presentation should illustrate how societal vulnerability has been augmented and how it is creating more deadly, destructive and disruptive events that go beyond routine emergencies and even rare disasters.  Recommendations to reverse such trends are especially encouraged.  

Scholars with interest and expertise in one or more of these areas may contact Dr. McEntire at mcentire@unt.edu or (940) 565-2996.  Wayne Blanchard, the FEMA Higher Education Program Manager, will have final say in the panelists selected for this session of the conference."

(4)  KATRINA:  

Alpert, Bruce.  "Panel Grills La. Governor on Katrina - Your 'Best'

Wasn't Good Enough, Senator Says, Citing Death Count."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, February 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/news/t-p/frontpage/index.ssf?/base/news-5/1138951536181440.xml 
Povich, Elaine S.  "Louisiana Governor Defends Decision Not To Federalize Guard Units."  CongressDaily, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=33295&dcn=todaysnews
Quigley, Samantha L.  "Military Reorganization Continues After Hurricane Katrina."  American Forces Press Service, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at:  http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Feb2006/20060202_4086.html
Spielman, Fran.  "Chertoff Rips Katrina Study."  Chicago Sun Times, February 3, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.suntimes.com/output/hurricane/cst-nws-chertoff03.html
Washburn, Gary.  "Chertoff Concedes Mistakes in Response to Katrina, Criticizes Report."  Chicago Tribune, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.kansascity.com/mld/kansascity/news/nation/13777393.htm
(5)  PANDEMIC:

Associated Press.  "Flu Called Bigger Risk Than Terrorism."  January 27, 2006.  Accessed at: http://theedge.bostonherald.com/healthNews/view.bg?articleid=123134
Atkins, Thomas.  "Davos-Interview - U.N. May Use 'Flu-Casters' if Pandemic Hits."  Reuters, January 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/L28274955.htm
Braymen, Gail.  "NORTHCOM Prepares for Possible Pandemic."  American Forces Press Service, February 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Feb2006/20060201_4070.html
(6)  TERRORISM:

Eberhart, Dave.  "New York City Plans 'Ring of Steel'."  NewsMax.com, January 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.newsmax.com/archives/articles/2006/1/25/143614.shtml?s=et
Garamone, Jim.  "Quadrennial Review Allows DoD to Make 'Vector Changes'."  DefenseLink News, February 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Feb2006/20060203_4096.html
Gilmore, Gerry J.  "Anti-Terror Conflict Is War of Wills, Rumsfeld Says."  American Forces Press Service, February 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Feb2006/20060203_4097.html
Hammond, Andrew.  "Saudi Curbs al Qaeda But Longterm Problem Remains."

Reuters, January 30, 2006.  Accessed at: http://today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=worldNews&storyID=2006-01-30T164039Z_01_L2498623_RTRUKOC_0_US-SECURITY-SAUDI-AEDA.xml    
Knowlton, Brian.  "Greater-Than-Ever Risk of Terror Is Seen By U.S."

International Herald Tribune, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/02/02/news/intel.php
Miles, Donna..  "McHale:  Homeland Defenses Deterring al Qaeda Attacks."

American Forces Press Service, February 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.defenselink.mil/news/Feb2006/20060203_4094.html
(7)  TORNADO RATING SCALE CHANGES:

Yee, Daniel.  "Government Revises Tornado Ratings Scale."  Associated Press.  February 2, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/02/AR2006020201165.html   
See also:  http://www.wind.ttu.edu/F_Scale/default.htm
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