February 2, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DISASTERS AS GROWTH BUSINESS:

Associated Press.  "Experts Predict Devastating Wildfire Season."

February 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.azcentral.com/news/articles/0201az-fireseason01-ON.html  [BWB

note:  Would not be surprised at huge flooding and hazmat related losses either.]

(2)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY/DEFENSE HIGHER EDUCATION CONF., JUNE 5-8, 2006:

February 2, 2006 -- Talked with Greg Shaw, George Washington University, Washington, DC, about potential GWU contributions in two breakout sessions dealing with surging capacities (such as volunteer resources) in catastrophe, and public-private interface -- both topics to be investigated by Dr. Shaw with the breakout session developers.

-- Talked with Beverly Bell, Policy Analyst, National Emergency Management Association, concerning their development of a Breakout Session on the Emergency Management Assistance Compact.

-- Communicated with Ted Monette at FEMA HQ, who is responsible for the FEMA Federal Coordinating Officers cadre and he has arranged for the FEMA FCO's Scott Wells and James (Nick) Russo to participate on the panel "Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response, FEMA Federal Coordinating Officers."

-- Communicated with Mary Lou Heath, Assistant to Craig Fugate, Director of the Florida Division of Emergency Management, concerning his participation, or his representative's participation in the conference on the panel "Perspectives on Catastrophe Readiness and Response, State Offices of Emergency Management.

(3)  GEORGIA PERIMETER COLLEGE, ATLANTA:

February 2, 2006 -- Talked with Derwin Daniels, Coordinator of the Fire Management Program at Georgia Perimeter College, concerning his recently initiated investigation into the development of an emergency management associate degree at GPC.  Provided a brief overview of the types of materials and information on the EM HiEd Project website that might be helpful in furtherance of this investigation and invited Mr. Daniels to attend the June 5-8, HiEd Conference.  For additional information, Derwin Daniels can be reached at:  ddaniels@gpc.edu  
(4)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

February 2, 2006 -- Received flier in the mail today noting release by McGraw-Hill Publishers of "The McGraw-Hill Homeland Security Handbook,"

edited by David G. Kamien (972 pages, $99.95).  To order on-line one can go to:  http://books.mcgraw-hill.com  Then enter AKKM601Z as the "Special Reference Code."

(5)  HURRICANE KATRINA:

Alpert, Bruce.  "Clear Leader Was Lacking, Report Says."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news-5/113886727578520.xml
Bliss, Jeff.  "Walker Blames Chertoff for Slow Response to Katrina."

Bloomberg.com, February 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=10000103&sid=aZBZ_91HjBkQ&refer=us# 
Government Accountability Office.  Statement by Comptroller General David M. Walker on GAO's Preliminary Observations Regarding Preparedness and Response to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Washington, DC:  GAO, February 1, 2006. 9 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d06365r.pdf
Hines, Lora.  "Two Ravaged Coast Cities Consider Merging for Economic Survival."  Clarion Ledger (Jackson, MS), February 1, 2006.  Accessed

at: http://www.clarionledger.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060201/NEWS0110/602010344&SearchID=73234439924666 
Hsu, Spencer S., and Amy Goldstein.  "Administration Faulted on Katrina

- GAO Report Blames Bungled Response on Failures That Started at the Top."  Washington Post, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/02/01/AR2006020100712_pf.html 

Jordan, Lara Jakes.  "White House, Chertoff Faulted Over Katrina."

Associated Press, February 1, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/wireStory?id=1567836 or

http://abcnews.go.com/Politics/print?id=1567836
Lipton, Eric.  "Investigators Criticize Response to Hurricane."  New York Times, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/02/politics/02katrina.html?_r=1&oref=slogin 
Neuman, Johanna.  "Report Blames Katrina Response On Chertoff."  Los Angeles Times, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-katrina2feb02,0,1177740.story?coll=la-headlines-nation 
Walsh, Bill.  "Nagin Takes Heat on Capitol Hill."  New Orleans Times-Picayune, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.nola.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/news-5/113886433578520.xml
February 2, 2006 -- U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.  Hearings:  Hurricane Katrina: The Role of the Governors in Managing the Catastrophe

http://hsgac.senate.gov/index.cfm?Fuseaction=Hearings.Detail&HearingID=314 
[Contains the prepared statements of Governor Haley Barbour and Governor Kathleen Blanco.]

(6)  PANDEMIC:

Manning, Anita.  "Pandemic Readiness Is All Local."  USA Today, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.usatoday.com/news/health/2006-02-01-flu-meeting_x.htm
(7)  TERRORISM:

Broad, William J.  "New Team Plans to Identify Nuclear Attackers."  New York Times, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/02/politics/02nuke.html?adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1138903741-9oyH5Fmv59ATPVxXIOzqcg 
Gertz, Bill.  "U.S. Agencies Find No Proof of Looming al Qaeda Attacks."

Washington Times, February 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washtimes.com/national/20060201-113852-8361r.htm
(8)  VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY PROGRAM IN HOMELAND SECURITY AND EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS:

February 2, 2006 -- Received communication from Bill Newman with the Program in Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (HSEP) at VCU, noting two things worth repeating here:  1.  The VCU HSEP BA Program "is booming" -- "Our classes are all full.  My HSEP 301 Terrorism enrolled 60 last semester...our HSEP 101 Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness has around 230 students in it this semester."  2.  The relatively new Bachelor level program has been so successful that a proposal has been drawn up to develop a Masters in Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness.  For additional information, Bill Newmann can be reached at wnewmann@vcu.edu or at wnewmann@mail1.vcu.edu 
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