December 7, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  FEMA:

FEMA.  Director Paulison Lays Out Vision for a 'New FEMA'."  Washington,

DC:  FEMA, National Press Club Presentation, November 30, 2006 (Release No. FNF-06-019).  Accessed at: http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=31850
[Just noticed that all I did on the November 30th was to note and briefly quote from a newspaper article on Director Paulison's National Press Club statement.  

Some additional excerpts:  

"I have several goals today. First is to share with you my vision for FEMA, and share with you where we are going in building the New FEMA.  Second, share with you what we have learned in the past year. Third, challenge the traditional emergency management paradigm....  I want FEMA to be the preeminent emergency management agency for the Nation. Why?  Because FEMA must regain the confidence of the American people and set the standard for best practices in emergency management. 

How are we setting about accomplishing this? For the past year, we have concentrated on improving our operational core competencies, in such areas as: incident management, operational planning, disaster logistics, emergency communications, customer service to disaster victims, and public communication....  

We learned significant lessons in 2005: Communication-information sharing-was probably the single largest failure at the local, state and federal level. Logistics-knowing where supplies are and having the ability to deliver them to the right place, at the right time, and in the right quantity. Disaster assistance to victims-getting identities verified and registered to expedite the delivery of aid....  

We truly are putting together a "New FEMA." Look for additional information on this in the coming weeks....  Now I'd like to talk about how we at FEMA and all of our counterparts around the country need to work better together when we're facing disasters. It's well established that all disasters are local; however, Katrina made it very clear that we need to prepare for, respond to, and recover from disasters as partners, standing side by side, so if there's a need in the system or a gap to fill  we fill it before there's a failure in the emergency management system. The traditional model of waiting for State and local capabilities to be overwhelmed before federal assistance is on the scene of a disaster is no longer sufficient. Responding to all disasters, catastrophic or otherwise, must now be viewed from the perspective of "all for one" and "one for all." It should be everyone's responsibility to make sure that no one fails. As an agency we are dedicated to being a partner with all of the States and the private sector. And, most importantly, we are a support agency. We are not coming in and taking over. FEMA will proudly lead the transformation of preparedness and emergency management in the nation. But we need the help of everyone in the emergency management community to do this....

...there is much to do beyond the confines of one agency. We will also need to learn how to work together better within the larger emergency management community. As we strengthen FEMA and align with this vision, what can America expect of us? America can expect that...:

We will instill public confidence that FEMA is an agency that works for all of our citizens.

We will capitalize on partnerships among the local, state and federal authorities-because we will bring value. 

We will manage our assets more efficiently and effectively.

We will help the Nation continue to build a culture of preparedness.

We will develop international protocols for emergency management, so We can be more effective when we are called upon to help others around the world.

And accomplishing all of these, we will be better able to marshal effective national responses to disasters."]

(2)  FEMA DISASTER RELIEF FRAUD, WASTE AND ABUSE:

Listed the wrong URL in yesterday's activity report pertaining to the following reference:

Government Accountability Office.  Hurricanes Katrina and Rita Disaster Relief:  Continued Findings of Fraud, Waste, and Abuse (Testimony Before the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, U.S. Senate).  Washington DC:  GA)-07-252, December 6, 2006, 27 pages. Accessed at:  http://www.gao.gov/cgi-bin/getrpt?GAO-07-252T
(3)  INTERNSHIPS:

Was reminded yesterday, through following the emails distributed via the Disaster Resistant University list serve, that the International Association of Emergency Managers now posts internship opportunities on its website -- might want to check it out from time to time -- http://www.iaem.com/resources/Career/Job_bulletin_board/cgi-bin/dcboard.pl 
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