December 15, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY:

Department of Homeland Security.  "Remarks by Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff on Protecting the Homeland: Meeting Challenges and Looking Forward."  Washington, DC:  George Washington Univ. 14Dec2006.  At:

http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/speeches/sp_1166137816540.shtm
[Excerpt dealing with risk management, threats, and response to threats:

"Probably the most important thing a Cabinet Secretary in a department like this can do as an individual is to clearly articulate a philosophy for leadership of the department that is intelligible and sensible, not only to the members of the department itself, but to the American public. And that means talking about things like risk management, which means not a guarantee against all risk, but an intelligent assessment and management of risk; talking about the need to make a cost benefit analysis in what we do, recognizing that lurching from either extreme forms of protection to total complacency, that's not an appropriate way to build a strategy; and finally, a clear articulation of the choices that we face as a people, and the consequence of those choices.... 

If we decide we want to bankrupt ourselves for security, we will pay the price of that bankruptcy. But if, on the other hand, we begin to hear -- to heed some of the arguments I've lately read that somehow our concern about homeland security is overblown, that terrorism is really only a "rather limited threat," that terrorism "should be treated essentially as a criminal problem," if we start to heed that argument, then I feel we're going to feel consequences in the loss of lives on the part of our loved ones, our friends and our acquaintances."]

[Note:  This presentation was followed by the release on December 15 of a memo from Secretary Chertoff to DHS employees on "DHS Near-Term Goals"

and a one-page pdf attachment of the same name.  Quoting from the Near Term Goals memo from the Secretary Chertoff on "a framework for our efforts over the next two-year period....:

* Continue to protect our Nation from dangerous people;

* Continue to protect our Nation from dangerous goods;

* Protect critical infrastructure;

* Build nimble, effective emergency response system and a culture of preparedness; and

* Strengthen and unify DHS operations and management."]

Strohm, Chris.  "Chertoff Defense DHS, Aims to Improve Message." National Journal's Technology Daily. 14 Dec 2006.  At:

http://www.govexec.com/story_page.cfm?articleid=35707&dcn=e_gvet
[Excerpt:  "Chertoff said during a speech in Washington that he has heard and read criticism that the Bush administration's concern about homeland security is 'overblown'. Striking a somewhat defiant tone, he said the nation will feel the consequences of another terrorist attack and suffer the loss of lives if threats are not taken seriously."

(2)  DISASTER RELIEF:

Prejean, David.  "Commentary: Charity From The Government Is Bad For All Concerned."  Daily Advertiser (Lafayette, LA), December 15, 2006.

Accessed at:

http://www.theadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20061215/OPINION02/612150336 
(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Scallan, Milissa M.  "Womack Named MEMA Director."  Biloxi Sun Herald (MS), December 15, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.sunherald.com/mld/sunherald/16244656.htm
[Excerpt:  "Gov. Haley Barbour named Mike Womack director of the Mississippi Emergency Management Agency on Thursday, after serving as interim director since July. Womack, 53, was deputy director of the state agency before his appointment, serving under former director Robert Latham Jr.  "When I appointed Mike as interim director, he knew I wanted to get through the 2006 hurricane season before making a decision on who the permanent director should be," Barbour said. "He has done an outstanding job and earned the position on a permanent basis." Womack joined MEMA in 2002 as a response and recovery bureau director after retiring from the Mississippi Army National Guard, where he served 29 years in active and reserve service.... 

Womack said Thursday his goals are ensuring that all MEMA staff members are fully trained, as well as building up local emergency management agencies. 'One of the larger goals is to continue building local emergency management directors,' he said, adding that some county directors are part-time, but he'd like all of them to be full-time."]

(4)  FEMA:

Lumpkin, Beverly.  "Homeland Security Says FEMA Still Needs Improvement."  Associated Press, 14 Dec 2006.  At:

http://www.nctimes.com/articles/2006/12/15/news/nation/14_27_3612_14_06.txt 
[Excerpt:  "Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff Thursday delivered a back-handed slap at one of his own agencies, warning it should not allow bureaucratic red tape to tie up emergency victims."]

(5)  LAKESHORE TECHNICAL COLLEGE, CLEVELAND, WI -- DEVELOPING EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM:

Received news from Rich Hoerth, Dean of Public Safety at Lakeshore Technical College, to the effect that "Lakeshore Technical College (LTC) is moving forward with its efforts to start an associate degree program in emergency management as part of an overall emergency management initiative at the College. The investigation phase of the process has been completed and our State Board has approved it."  The next step is in the development of an implementation plan, which currently envisions an August 2007 "stand-up" of this new Associate Degree in Emergency Management.  I have asked the Project Assistant to communicate with Dean Hoerth on the development of a description of this initiative for upload to "The College List" on the EM HiEd Project website -- "Programs Being Investigated/Proposed" section.  In the meantime, for more information, Dean Hoerth can be reached at:  Rich.Hoerth@gotoltc.edu 
(6)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Birkland, Thomas A.  "Lessons of Disaster:  Policy Change After Catastrophic Events." (Georgetown University Press, 2006.)  Received notice of the printing of this book in the mail today, referencing, for information:  http:www.press.georgetown.edu 
Homeland Defense Journal, Vol. 4, Issue 10, October 2006.  (Monthly published by Homeland Defense Journal, Arlington, VA, http://www.homelanddefensejournal.com -- Cover story is entitled "5 Years Later: How the Anthrax Attacks Created HERC.")

Homeland Protection Professional, Vol. 5, No. 9, October 2005.

(Published 10 times a year by A.J. Parrino & Associates Ltd.  For information go to:  http://www.hppmag.com -- Cover article is on "Guardians of the Capital.")

HS Today, Vol. 3, No. 12, December 2006.  (Monthly -- http://www.HSToday.us -- Cover article is on "Preparing for the Ultimate Scenario -- Detection, Prevention and Response to Weapons of Mass Destruction").

Journal of Civil Defense, Vol. 39, Issue 3, Fall 2006.  Quarterly published by The American Civil Defense Association (TACDA), Draper, Utah.  (800) 425-5397 - http://www.TACDA.org - info@TACDA.org.  [Special focus on earthquakes in this issue.]

(7)  MITIGATION:

Reilly, Sean.  "Flood Insurance Reform Stalls."  Newhouse News Service, December 15, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.newhousenews.com/archive/reilly121406.html
[Excerpt:  "To some, it seemed obvious: after Hurricane Katrina pushed losses to unprecedented highs, Congress had to do something to salvage the government-subsidized National Flood Insurance Program.”We stand at a crossroads," Senate Banking Committee Chairman Richard Shelby, R-Ala., said in May. "We can reform this program or we can continue to allow it to flounder." Seven months later, lawmakers have quit for the year without throwing it so much as a life preserver."]

(8)  NATIONAL GUARD ROLE IN DISASTER PREPAREDNESS:

Department of Homeland Security.  "Statement of the Honorable George W.

Foresman, Under Secretary for Preparedness, U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Commission on the National Guard and Reserves."  Washington, DC:  December 13, 2006, 3 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/xnews/releases/pr_1166130243137.shtm
[Excerpt:  "We know there are millions of State and local officials of which approximately two million are firefighters, police officers, public health officials, EMS professionals who are available to not only respond to events within their jurisdiction, but also respond to events across the country with the confine of interstate mutual aid. This 'force' of state and local civilian personnel is comparable to the size of the U.S. military.... 

We understand that in the 21st century there are threats to our shores domestically that will manifest themselves into targeted attacks tactical in nature and strategic in consequence- beyond the traditional law enforcement resources that we have available here at home. We have to have the ability to employ defensive measures with military forces domestically. 

This brings us to the question of, 'What is the best way to do this?' Is the best way to accomplish this through active duty military forces, or is the best way to accomplish this through the use of National Guard forces, which can serve either in a Federal or State role? 

Having been at the State level for many years, I understand that the Guard has traditionally provided two primary missions: integration with the military in the context of national security and national defense. And by extension because of the original construct of the Guard, it has also served as a tool to Governors in dealing with domestic emergencies.

On the whole we should be looking to increase the capabilities of our civilian community so that we lessen the reliance on the military community for the traditional military support to civil authorities. The nature of the asymmetric threat in the 21st century means that we need to have a better capability for protection and prevention missions here at home, missions that can be carried out by the National Guard in support of the civilian community."]

[Note:  Under Secretary Forseman's presentation, as well as other presentations before the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves, can also be accessed at:  http://www.cngr.gov/public-hearings-events.asp
Would recommend, for example, the "Testimony of Major General Roger P. Lempke, President, Adjutants General Association of the United States, and Adjutant General of Nebraska."

(9)  PANDEMIC:

Committee on Modeling Community Containment for Pandemic Influenza.

Modeling Community Containment for Pandemic Influenza: A Letter Report.

Institute of Medicine of the National Academies, Board on Population Health and Public Health Practice, December 11, 2006, 48 pages.

Accessed at:  http://nationalacademies.org/morenews/20061211.html
[Abstract:  "Computer models and analyses of past flu outbreaks indicate that there is a role for community-wide intervention -- such as isolating infected people or voluntary quarantine -- to control illnesses and deaths during the next pandemic flu, says a new report from the Institute of Medicine. It adds, however, that government and community leaders should not overstate the certainty about their effectiveness."]
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