December 13, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report
(1)  BARUCH COLLEGE, CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK, EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS, RESPONSE, RECOVERY SYLLABUS:

Received from Dr. Jack Krauskopf an impressive 11-page syllabus for the Fall 2006 offering of "Emergency Preparedness, Response, and Recovery" at Baruch College in New York, which he teaches.  This course is offered at the graduate level within the Masters in Public Administration program, School of Public Affairs.  Forwarded this syllabus to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Syllabi Compilation section -- to replace the Fall 2005 version.  

(2)  CATASTROPHE READINESS AND RESPONSE UPPER DIVISION COLLEGE COURSE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT:

Arranged today with Geraldine Dever, Office of Personnel Management, to set up a meeting on January 3rd to meet with a possible contractor to discuss this project.  Two primary requirements of their contract (if awarded) would be to put a course development team together of subject matter experts and then manage the course development process.

(3)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HIGHER EDUCATION CONFERENCE, JUNE 4-7, 2007:

Communicated today with a representative of the National Association of Emergency Managers on the topic of collaborating with NEMA on the design and development of the next EM HiEd Conference.

(4)  EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ROUNDTABLE, MARCH 5-6, 2007:

Was provided dates of March 5-6, 2007 to arrange a two-day educational event here which I am calling for now the Emergency Management Roundtable -- to discuss, among other things, how to better explain what emergency management is and is not, and how to better describe and explain what the core principles and/or fundamentals of emergency management are.  The room we will be using holds about 12 people (including several of us).

 (5)  HOMELAND SECURITY GRANTS 2007:

Received "Eric's Corner" electronic Newsletter today -- Eric Holdeman, Director of King County, WA Office of Emergency Management.  Pasting in below his December 13 comment on the 2007 DHS HS Grants:

["2007 Homeland Security Grants: 

At this writing we are still waiting for the FFY07 Grant Guidance to come out. The original deadline for the grant guidance to be on the street was November 17th, which has come and gone weeks ago. This Congressional Quarterly article talks to some of what we can expect from the guidance when it does come out. I'll take a guess at what the outcomes will be: 

More money for New York City (DHS won't make that mistake again). 

Everyone will be calling their "facility" a fusion center. It sounds sexy and it justifies your getting more grant dollars. For King County it will be the "Regional Communications, Emergency Coordination and Fusion Center (KCRCECFC), and you thought you didn't like RCECC! 

HSIN will eventually have another name change in order to distance the new effort from what has failed in the past. 

Funding will remain based on risks "of terrorist attack" and not from an all hazards perspective. 

Grant guidance will come out on December 24th, with a due date of December 26th--just kidding, but I can't wait... 

All in all, it could be worse. We have made some progress from the Katrina mess and slowly, maybe, we are making progress. I expect a whole lot more "accountability" hearings in the next congress, which can translate into harder looks at where all the grant money has gone and what has it accomplished."]

To access this and other items in Eric's Newsletter, go to:  

http://www.metrokc.gov/prepare/emergencyinfo/erics_corner_emails/eric_corner_12-13-06.aspx 
(6)  MATERIALS RECEIVED:

LLIS Newsletter, December 13, 2006 -- containing "November 2006 "Lessons Learned Information Sharing."  Can be accessed at: https://www.llis.dhs.gov/
(7)  PANDEMICS AND BIOTERRORISM:

Released yesterday was the following:

Trust for America's Health.  Ready or Not?  Protecting the Public's Health From Diseases, Disasters, and Bioterrorism, 2006.  Washington, DC:  Trust for America's Health, December 12, 2006, 84 pages.  Accessed at:

http://healthyamericans.org/reports/bioterror06/BioTerrorReport2006.pdf
[Note: From TAH Press Release:  "Trust for America's Health (TFAH) today released the fourth annual "Ready or Not? Protecting the Public's Health from Disease, Disasters, and Bioterrorism," which found that five years after the September 11th and anthrax tragedies, emergency health preparedness is still inadequate in America. 

The "Ready or Not?" report contains state-by-state health preparedness scores based on 10 key indicators to assess health emergency preparedness capabilities. All 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia were evaluated. Half of states scored six or less on the scale of 10 indicators. Oklahoma scored the highest with 10 out of 10; California, Iowa, Maryland, and New Jersey scored the lowest with four out of 10. States with stronger surge capacity capabilities and immunization programs scored higher in this year's report, since four of the measures focus on these areas. 

Among the key findings:

Only 15 states are rated at the highest preparedness level to provide emergency vaccines, antidotes, and medical supplies from the Strategic National Stockpile. 

Twenty-five states would run out of hospital beds within two weeks of a moderate pandemic flu outbreak. 

Forty states face a shortage of nurses. 

Rates for vaccinating seniors for the seasonal flu decreased in 13 states. 

Eleven states and D.C. lack sufficient capabilities to test for biological threats. 

Four states do not test year-round for the flu, which is necessary to monitor for a pandemic outbreak. 

Six states cut their public health budgets from fiscal year (FY) 2005 to 2006; the median rate for state public health spending is $31 per person per year.

The report also offers a series of recommendations to help improve preparedness. Some key recommendations include:

The federal government should establish improved "optimally achievable"

standards that every state should be accountable for reaching to better protect the public, and the results should be made publicly available. Appropriate levels of funding should be provided to the states to achieve these standards. 

Establishment of temporary health benefits for the uninsured or underinsured during states of emergency. This benefit is necessary to ensure that sick people will stay home, and the uninsured and underinsured will seek treatment in times of emergency, helping to prevent the unnecessary spread of infectious diseases, including resulting from acts of bioterrorism or a pandemic flu outbreak. 

A single senior official within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services should be designated to be in charge of and accountable for all public health programs. The senior official would streamline government efforts and be the clear leader during times of crisis. 

Emergency surge capacity capabilities should be improved by integrating all health resources and partnering with businesses and community groups in planning, and increasing stockpiles of needed equipment and medications. 

The volunteer medical workforce should be expanded and an investment must be made in the recruitment of the next generation of the public health workforce. 

Technology and equipment must be modernized and research and development must be strengthened.  The public should be better included in emergency planning, and risk communication must be modernized."  The TAH Website is:

http://healthyamericans.org/ ] 
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