August 4, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  COMMUNICATIONS:

Balkin, Adam.  "FEMA Set To Introduce Digital Emergency Alert System."

News10Now Online (NY), August 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://news10now.com/content/features/technology/?ArID=74880&SecID=97
Cherian, Jacob.  "Storm Communications Remain Difficult As Katrina Reaches Anniversary."  All Headline News, August 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.allheadlinenews.com/articles/7004422420
[Note:  Article raises several communications options the writer believes are not being adequately investigated.]

Cobbs, Chris.  "Emergency Warnings May Soon Come By BlackBerry."

Orlando Sentinel (FL), August 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/business/orl-alerts0406aug04,0,2780037.story?coll=orl-business-headlines 
(2)  DISCIPLINES, DISASTERS AND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BOOK:

In response to a comment from a user on the need for an enumerated Table of Contents, we contacted the lead book developer, Dr. David McEntire, University of North Texas, who graciously produced one -- which has been received here and forwarded to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Free College Courses and Books tab -- Completed Books section -- where it should be accessible shortly.

(3)  FEDERAL DISASTER RELIEF:

Olasky, Marvin.  "Politicizing Disaster."  Townhall Online (VA), August 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.townhall.com/Columnists/MarvinOlasky/2006/08/03/politicizing_disaster 
(4)  FEMA:  

Paulison, Robert David.  "Press Briefing By FEMA Director David Paulison, Coral Gables, FL, July 31, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.fema.gov/media/index.shtm
Penn State Collegian (Published Independently by Students at Penn State).  "U.S. Hurricane Preparedness:  FEMA Not Proving Readiness."

August 3, 2005.  Accessed at:

http://www.collegian.psu.edu/archive/2006/08/08-03-06tdc/08-03-06dops-edit-02.asp 
[Note:  This editorial is in response to the Paulison Press Briefing and the President's trip to Florida earlier in the week.]

(5)  GLOBAL WARMING:

Eilperin, Juliet.  "More Frequent Heat Waves Linked to Global Warming - U.S. and European Researchers Call Long Hot Spells Likely."  Washington Post, August 4, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/03/AR2006080301489.html?referrer=email 
[Excerpt:  Drew Shindell, an atmospheric physicist at NASA's Goddard Institute for Space Studies:  "This is not like 'Centuries from now the ice sheets will melt.' This is 'In a few decades it will be dramatically different.' To me, that's alarming."]

DiMaandal, Arnell.  "New Study Links Wildfires To Global Warming." KESQ-TV Online (Palm Springs CA), August 4, 2006.  At:

http://www.kesq.com/Global/story.asp?S=5238579&nav=9qrx
[Excerpt:  "...if the climate change trend continues, the risk of the large wildfires like the recent Sawtooth Complex Fire could increase by as much as 55% over the next 5 decades."]

(6)  HOMELAND SECURITY:

Gottran, Frank.  Project BioShield.  Washington DC: Congressional Research Service, Report for Congress (RS21507), June 5, 2006, 6 pages.

Accessed at:  http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/terror/index.html
Reese, Shawn.  Homeland Security Grants: Evolution of Program Guidance and Grant Allocation Methods.  Washington DC:  Congressional Research Service, Report for Congress (RL33583), August 1, 2006.  At:

http://www.hlswatch.com/2006/08/03/crs-report-dissects-the-dhs-grant-process/ 
[Analysis from "Homeland Security Watch" (August 3, 2006):  

"The report provides a useful summary of the various homeland security grant programs, detailing the various programs, guidelines, methodologies, and data sets that have influenced the grant decisions over the last several years, in a constantly-evolving fashion. The last section of the report offers a list of suggested questions for Congress to consider in its oversight role:

Who should identify the risk and effectiveness factors to be considered?

What risk and effectiveness factors are most appropriate? 

How did DHS determine what asset types and geographic attributes to use, and how are these weighted in a state's or an urban area's risk assessment? 

What weight did DHS give to NADB assets, and what other sources did DHS use in determining asset risks? 

How should the risk and effectiveness factors be evaluated? 

Is DHS able to validate and confirm the reliability of asset types and geographic attributes it receives from other federal entities? 

Has DHS compared a 100% risk-based methodology against a risk and effectiveness methodology? If, so how does it change state and urban area allocations? 

Should DHS arrange an independent peer review of its allocation methodologies prior to disseminating the grant application guidance and determining state and urban area allocations?"]

Sullivan, Eileen.  "DHS Plans to Release Updated State and Local Disaster Checklist This Fall."  CQ Homeland Security, August 3, 2006.

[Excerpt:  "This fall the Department of Homeland Security plans to release an updated version of a list of targeted capabilities that states and local jurisdictions should have in order to respond to threats and disasters.  Last year DHS released version one of the Target Capabilities List (TCL), a 169-page document that included 37 capabilities such as onsite incident management, medical surge and communications. The second version was due out last December, but the administration held off to address findings and recommendations from the various Hurricane Katrina after-action reports that came out.  The most recent draft of the updated version, dated August, is 628 pages. Version three is expected by December, according to the August document. The list will be considered the baseline of the country's preparedness system. According to the August document, 'an additional set of capabilities will be developed that focuses primarily on new capabilities that support the prevention and protect missions and long-term recovery.'  The Homeland Security Presidential Directive-8 (HSPD-8) issued in 2003 called for the development of a National Preparedness Goal defining what it means for the country to be prepared.

The Goal includes 15 National Planning Scenarios, a Universal Task List and a Target Capabilities List.... States and local communities are now expected to justify to the federal government why they need certain homeland security grant dollars; tying their proposed programs to the National Preparedness Goal and Target Capabilities List could increase their funding chances, officials have said."]

(7)  HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS:

Hudson, Audrey.  "Louisiana Questions Hurricane Policies."  Washington Times, August 4, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washingtontimes.com/national/20060803-115128-6398r.htm
[Excerpt:  "Nearly a year after Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast, Louisiana and Department of Homeland Security officials remain at odds over who is in charge of evacuations and shelters heading into peak hurricane season....  While other hurricane-prone states such as Florida, Alabama and Mississippi have emergency plans in place for hurricanes, Louisiana is the only state still negotiating plans with Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency Management Agency....   Mrs. Blanco's argument with federal officials is more about politics than preparedness, said Chad Rogers, publisher of TheDeadPelican.com. 'Her reputation was tarnished by Katrina, and she's putting on a tough guy act,' Mr. Rogers said. 'It's all about politics. She makes Homeland Security look competent'."]

(8)  KATRINA:  

Simmons, Ann M.  "Inquiry Begins Into Police Refusal to Let Katrina Evacuees Enter Town."  August 4, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/asection/la-na-gretna4aug04,1,7151835.story?coll=la-news-a_section&ctrack=1&cset=true 
Wronski, Richard.  "Church Tells Katrina Mom Its Time To Go."  Chicago Tribune, August 4, 2006.  Accessed at:http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/chi-0608040283aug04,1,6836386.story?coll=chi-newsnationworld-hed&ctrack=1&cset=true 
(9)  LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT:

Gambrell, Jon.  "City May Pull Our of County Disaster Planning."

Bellingham Herald (WA), August 3, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.bellinghamherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2006608030352
[Comment from Activity Report reader Thom Carr, who brought article to our attention: "So much for economic of scale...Emergency Management must be focused on all four phase, not just response. There 87,525 local governments in the 3262 counties and county equivalents in the nation, single jurisdiction planning is just too resource intensive and does not promote collaboration."]

(10) MATERIALS RECEIVED:

Disaster Recovery Journal, Vol. 19, No, 3, Summer 2006.  (Quarterly; Dedicated to Business Continuity; Systems Support, Inc., Circulation Dept. P.O. Box 510110, St. Louis, MO 63151, (314) 894-0276, (314) 894-7474(fax), URL: http://www.drj.com, e-mail: drj@drj.com)  Note: This issue focuses on Avian Flu (see http://drj.com/special/avian) with such articles as:

* Avian Flu: Special Report, p. 16

* Preparing for an Influenza Pandemic, p. 18

* Planning for the Bird Flu, p. 22

* Business Continuity and the Avian Flu, p. 26

* Is It Hype or Real? P. 32

Also:

* Planning for Human Continuity, p. 36

* Small Business Case, p. 44

* Acting Out Your Business Continuity Plan, p. 54

* Strategies for Achieving High Availability, p. 56

* Establishing a Corporate Business Continuity Program, p. 62

* DR in a Virtual Environment Using Imaging Technologies, p. 66

* Lessons From Katrina, p. 71

* Preventing, Limiting the Impact of Disasters, p. 80

* Thwarting a Potential Document Disaster, p. 84

Gerges, Fawaz A. The Far Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global. NY: Cambridge University Press, 2005, 345 pages.

Nirupama, Niru, et al. (Eds.).  Reducing Risk Through Partnerships: Proceedings of the 2nd Annual Canadian Risk and Hazards Network (CHRNet) Symposium (Toronto, Canada, November 17-19, 2005).  2006.

Risk Management Magazine, July 2006. (A Publication of the Risk and Insurance Management Society, Inc., http://www.rmmagazine.com).  [Note: On the Cover: "H5N1 Is Coming," followed by a Darrell Knapp article on "Avian Flu:  Bracing for a Pandemic."  Also included is a Jared Wade article on "The Northeast Unthinkable" (about the 1938 hurricane, sometimes referred to as The Long Island Express.]

(11)  PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE:

Associated Press.  "Galveston Preps For Possibility Of Hurricane Evacuations."  August 4, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.dfw.com/mld/startelegram/news/state/15197634.htm
[Excerpt:  "Galveston officials have announced plans to deploy 100 air-conditioned buses to evacuate residents with no other way to flee if a major hurricane threatens the island."]

Neill, Brian.  "Web Site a Link to Help During Disasters."  Herald Today (Bradenton FL), August 4, 2006.  Accessed at: http://www.bradenton.com/mld/bradenton/15192673.htm
Reeder, Kelly.  "Review Panel Created to Oversee Nursing Home Evacuations."  St. Tammany.com (La.),   August 3, 2006. At:

http://www.sttammany.com/news-detail/article/780/review-panel.html
(12) UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS -- POWER POINT PRESENTATION ON EMER/ MGMT. EDUCATION AT UNT:

Received from Dr. David McEntire with the Emergency Administration and Planning Program at the University of North Texas (the oldest collegiate emergency management program in the country) a slide presentation entitle "A Program in Transition:  Emergency Management Education at the University of North Texas."  Forwarded presentation to the EMI Webmaster for upload to the EM HiEd Project website -- Hi Ed Conferences tab -- 2006 EM & HS/D HiEd Conference -- Agenda -- page 11, "Maintaining & Growing Existing EM & HS/D Collegiate Programs - Upper Division Undergraduate and Graduate Levels" Breakout Session -- where it should be accessible shortly. 

(13)  WAR ON TERROR:

Times of India.  "52 Terror Training Camps Said to be in Pak." August 2,

2006.   Accessed at:

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/articleshow/1843586.cms
United Press International.  "Blair Calls for New Anti-Terror Strategy."

August 2, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.washtimes.com/upi/20060802-104537-1905r.htm
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.
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