August 30, 2006 FEMA Emergency Management Higher Education Project Activity Report

(1)  CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE:

McCutcheon, Chuck.  "Crumbling Infrastructure Worries Homeland Security Experts."  Newhouse News Service, August 25, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.newhousenews.com/archive/mccutcheon082506.html
(2)  DHS INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT ON FEMA URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE TEAMS:

Marino, Jonathan.  "Report:  FEMA Urban Rescue Teams Understaffed, Unprepared."  Government Executive, August 29, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/0806/082906j1.htm  

[Excerpt:  "The Federal Emergency Management Agency's urban search and rescue teams are under-funded, understaffed and in need of better oversight, according to a report by the Homeland Security Department's inspector general."  There is a link to this 24 page, August 2006, document in the article.  Or go directly to:

http://www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/editorial/editorial_0334.xml]

(3)  KANKAKEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE, KANKAKEE IL -- EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST PROGRAM BEGINS:

Receive news from Michael Casagrande of Kankakee Community College that "after almost three hard years Kankakee Community College officially started its Emergency Management Specialist Program."  This is an AAS Degree which is offered completely on-line.  There is a description of the proposed program on the EM HiEd Website -- The College List section -- Programs Under Development subsection.  This description will soon be updated and moved to the Associate Degree section of "Emergency Management Programs."  In the meantime, for additional information, Michael Casagrande can be reached at:  mcassagrande@kcc.edu. 
(4)  KATRINA:

American Red Cross. "A Year of Healing:  The American Red Cross Response to Hurricanes Katrina, Rita and Wilma."  August 2006, 20 pages. Accessed at:

http://www.redcross.org/images/pdfs/Katrina_OneYearReport.pdf
American Society of Civil Engineers.  "Hurricane Katrina:  One Year Later - What Must We Do Next?"  Reston VA:  ASCE, August 2006, 13 pages. Accessed at:

http://www.asce.org/files/pdf/Ch9_What%20Must%20We%20Do%20Next.pdf
Department of Housing and Urban Development.  "HUD Katrina Accomplishments - One Year Later."  Washington, DC:  HUD, August 28, 2006, 8 pages.  Accessed at:

http://www.hud.gov/news/katrina05response.cfm
Department of State.  "Hurricane Katrina, Coastal Protection and Reconstruction Efforts" (Foreign Press Briefing with Don Bascham, Chief of Engineering at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Dr. Ed Link, University of Maryland and Director of the Interagency Performance Evaluation Taskforce; and Dr. Robert Traver, Villanova University and American Society of Civil Engineers).  Washington DC:  August 22, 2006, 11 pages.  Accessed at: http://fpc.state.gov/fpc/71049.htm
Gilcrest, Laura.  "Interview:  Katrina Lessons Learned, HHS."  United Press International, August 28, 2006.  Accessed at: http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=MTI0MDU3
[Excerpt:  "In an exclusive interview with United Press International, Craig Vanderwagen, assistant secretary for public health emergency preparedness at the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), discusses lessons learned after the devastation wrought by last year's Hurricane Katrina, and some of the changes that his agency has already made as a new rash of tropical storms brew in the shadow of the Gulf Coast."] 

Office of Governor Haley Barbour.  One Year After Katrina:  Progress Report on Recovery, Rebuilding and Renewal.  August 29, 2006, 47 pages. Accessed at: 

http://governorbarbour.com/recovery/documents/oneyearafterkatrina.pdf
Office of the Federal Coordinator for Gulf Coast Rebuilding. "Continuing Progress:  A 1-Year Update on Hurricane Recovery and Rebuilding."  August 2006, 23 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.dhs.gov/interweb/assetlibrary/GulfCoast_Katrina1yearFactSheet.pdf 
Oxfam America.  Gulf Coast:  One Year Later.  Website:

http://www.oxfamamerica.org/whatwedo/emergencies/hurricane_katrina/one_year_later/ 
White House.  "Press Briefing on Gulf Coast Recovery  (Warren Easton Senior High School).  New Orleans, August 29, 2006 (with Don Powell and Admiral Allen), 5 pages.  Accessed at: http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2006/08/20060829-5.html
(5)  PREPAREDNESS:

McCutcheon, Chuck.  "`Not-My-Problem Mind-Set Hampers Disaster Readiness."  Newhouse News Service, August 16, 2006.  At:

http://www.newhousenews.com/archive/mccutcheon081606.html
[Excerpt:  "Some call it a waste of time. Others say they can't afford it. Still others object to the Bush administration trying to tell them what to do.  Whatever their reasons, in the five years since the Sept. 11 attacks and year since Hurricane Katrina, most Americans have done little to prepare for disaster. Polls consistently show failure to stockpile food and water, buy a portable radio with spare batteries and compile lists of emergency phone numbers.... For some, refusing to plan is an act of civil disobedience against a president they mistrust. 'I refuse to buy into this culture of fear that the Bush administration has tried to propagate,' said Albuquerque, N.M., dispatcher Patrick Valdez, 39. 'Do you want to know how I prepare for another terrorist attack? I live my life the same as I always have. By not buying into the paranoia, I am dealing a crippling blow to any terrorist organization, because I refuse to live in fear'."]

(6)  STRONG ANGEL EXERCISE:

Markoff, John.  "Disaster Simulation in U.S. Finds Computers Vulnerable."  New York Times, August 29, 2006.  Accessed at:

http://www.iht.com/articles/2006/08/28/business/disaster.php
(7)  UNIVERSITY OF COLIMA, MEXICO, SPANISH-SPEAKING TEACHING POSITIONS:

Received today a request to post the following solicitation:

"2 positions available in Environmental Science and Risk Management at the University of Colima, Mexico.

Two candidates are sought for full-time lecturer positions to commence in February 2007; one in the area of Environmental Science, the other Risk Management. Both should have some experience in the study of risk mitigation. The successful candidates will lecture various courses in the new multidisciplinary degree program Environmental Science and Risk Management, in the case of the first post, covering subjects such as climatology and anthropogenic risks, and the second, vulnerability and the social response to the risk-disaster process. The minimum qualification is a PhD in a relevant subject with preferably post-doctorate experience in the subject area. Since teaching will be in Spanish, a reasonable ability in this language will be required. For the post in Risk Management, knowledge of the social system in Mexico would be highly desirable. 

In addition, the successful candidates will join a team of young researchers currently developing various projects to study the environment and risk-disaster process in western Mexico. Many research opportunities exist within this fascinating and beautiful region and the person will be expected to obtain funding for projects that will integrate within the research group. If interested, please send a short email including your CV, teaching and research interests. We require three letters of recommendation which can be emailed separately. The review process will commence in September. Applications should be sent to Dr. Nick Varley at nick@ucol.mx." 
(8)  WAR ON TERROR:

Tyson, Ann Scott. "Rumsfeld Assails Critics if War Policy." Washington Post, August 30, 2006.  At: http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/08/29/AR2006082900585.html?referrer=email 
[Excerpt:  Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld warned yesterday that "moral and intellectual confusion" over the Iraq war and the broader anti-terrorism effort could sap American willpower and divide the country, and he urged renewed resolve to confront extremists waging "a new type of fascism."  Drawing parallels to efforts by some nations to appease Adolf Hitler before World War II, Rumsfeld said it would be "folly" for the United States to ignore the rising dangers posed by a new enemy that he called "serious, lethal and relentless. In a pointed attack on the news media and critics of President Bush's war and national security policies, Rumsfeld declared: "Any kind of moral and intellectual confusion about who and what is right or wrong can severely weaken the ability of free societies to persevere."]
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